
SENATE, No. 13.

In Senate, Jan. 15, 1845.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to which was
committed the petition of George Grenell and others, praying
to be incorporated with power to locate and construct a Rail-
road from the termination of the Northampton and Springfield
Rail-road, in the town of Northampton, to Greenfield, in the
county of Franklin, report the accompanying bill.

LINUS CHILD, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To Incorporate the Greenfield and Northampton Rail-road

Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresenta-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Henry W. Clapp, Ralph Williams, Henry
2 W. Cushman, Sylvester Allen, Nathaniel Lamson,
3 Chester Brown, their associates, successors and as-
-4 signs, are hereby made a corporation by the name of
5 the Greenfield and Northampton Rail-road Company,
6 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
7 the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in the
8 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in
9 that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said Statutes,

10 relating to Rail-road Corporations, and in all other
11 statutes subsequently passed, relating to Rail-road Cor-
-12 porations.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
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1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby empowered
2 and authorized to locate, construct and fully complete
3 a Rail-road with one or more tracks, from some con-
-4 venient point on the location of the Northampton and
5 Springfield Rail-road, at or near the terminus of said
6 Rail-road in the town of Northampton, northward,
7 over the canal of the New Haven and Northampton
8 company in said Northampton, passing near the bend
9 in Connecticut River, thence through the westerly

10 part of the town of Hatfield and the easterly part of
11 the town of Whately, near the villages of South Deer-
-12 field and Deerfield, crossing Deerfield River at Cheap-
-13 side in said Deerfield, and terminating at some con-
-14 venient point in or near the village of Greenfield
15 aforesaid.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation,
2 shall consist of not more than five thousand shares,
3 the number of which, shall be determined from time
4 to time by the directors of said corporation, and no
5 assessment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount,
6 in the whole than one hundred dollars on each share.
7 And the said corporation may purchase and hold such
8 real estate on the line of said road and such materials,
9 cars and engines, and other things as may be neces-

-10 sary for depots for the use of said road, and for the
11 transportation of persons, goods and merchandize
12 thereon.

1 Sect. 4. If the said corporation be not organized
2 and the location of that part of its road within the
3 county of Hampshire, filed with the commissioners of
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4 that county, and the location of that part of its said
5 road within the county of Franklin, filed with the
6 commissioners of that county within two years from
7 the passage of this act; or if the said road be not

8 completed within four years from the passage of this
9 act, then the same shall be void.

1 Sect. 6. The said corporation is hereby authorized
2 to enter with its Rail-road, by proper turn-outs and
3 switches, at a point of the Northampton and Spring-
-4 field Rail-road, near the depot of the said Northarnp-
-5 ton and Springfield Rail-road in the town of North-
-6 ampton, paying for the right to use the same, such a
7 rate of tolls, as the Legislature may from time to time
8 prescribe, and complying with such reasonable rules
9 and regulations as may be established by said North-

-10 ampton and Springfield Rail-road Corporation. Pro-
-11 vided, however, that the said Greenfield and North-
-12 ampton Rail-road Company, shall not enter upon said
13 Northampton and Springfield Rail-road, with any mo-
-14 tive power, unless the Northampton and Springfield
15 Rail-road Corporation shall refuse or neglect to draw
16 over its road, the cars of the Greenfield and North-
-17 ampton Rail-road Company, upon such terms and con-
-18 ditions as may from time to time be prescribed by the
19 Legislature.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when the said Rail-
-3 road shall be opened for use, from time to time reduce
4 the rate ot tolls or other profits upon said road. But
5 the tolls shall not, without the consent of said corpo-
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6 ration, be so reduced as to produce, with said profits,
7 less than ten per cent, per annum.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another Rail-road at any point of
3 said Greenfield and Northampton Rail-road, and to
4 use the same, paying them for such a rate of toll or
6 compensation as the Legislature may, from time to
6 time, prescribe, complying with such reasonable rules
7 and regulations as shall be established by said Green-
-8 field and Northampton Rail-road Company. Provid-
-9 ed, however, that no other corporation shall enter upon

10 said Greenfield and Northampton Rail-road, with any
11 motive power, unless the said Greenfield and North-
-12 ampton Rail-road Company shall neglect or refuse to
13 draw over its road, or any part thereof, the cars of
14 any other Rail-road company, which may be authorized
15 to enter with its Rail-road, upon said Greenfield and
16 Northampton Rail-road.

1 Sect. 8. The said Greenfield and Northampton
2 Rail-road Company, and the Northampton and Spring-
-3 field Rail-road Corporation, are hereby authorized to
4 unite, in such a manner and on such terms as the re-
-5 spective corporations may agree; and when the said
6 corporation have so united, they shall become one cor-
-7 poration by the name of the Connecticut River Rail-
-8 road Company; and all the franchises, property, priv-
-9 ileges, duties and liabilities, granted, acquired or in-

-10 curred under the authority of the charters of said cor-
-11 porations, shall be held, enjoyed and performed by the
12 said Connecticut River Rail-road Company : provided

,

13 however, that no such union shall take place, without
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14 a vote of two thirds of the legal votes of the said
15 Greenfield and Northampton Rail-road Company, and
16 also of the said Northampton and Springfield Rail-
-17 road Corporation.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


