
SENATE...No..No. 25.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled :

The undersigned, inhabitants of Templeton, in the county
of Worcester, respectfully represent: That at the last session
of the Legislature of this Commonwealth an act was passed
authorizing the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Com-
pany to construct a rail-road from Fitchburg, through the
northerly part of Massachusetts, in the direction of Brattleboro’,
Vermont.

The object of that corporation was, and now is, to connect
the Fitchburg Rail-road with a rail-road previously chartered
by the Legislature of Vermont, and thus to form a connected
line of rail-way from Boston, by the way of Fitchburg, in this
State, and of Brattleboro’ and Rutland, in Vermont, to Lake
Champlain, at Burlington.

Regarding this enterprize as of vast importance to Massachu-
setts, not only on account of the resources it would develop,
and the business and industry it would encourage, but as open-
ing a great thoroughfare for travel and transportation between
Boston and Canada; and relying upon the integrity of the
Legislature of this Commonwealth, more than twelve hundred
of the citizens of this State, embracing all classes, have already
subscribed to the stock of said Vermont and Massachusetts
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Rail-road Corporation, in good faith; and that more than two-

thirds of the stock necessary to construct said road to Brattle-
boro’. in Vermont, to wit, the sura of eleven hundred thousand
dollars, has already been taken.

Your memorialists further represent, that the petition of
Isaac F. Morse and others, now pending before your honorable
bodies, for a charter from the north line of this State, at Win-
chendon, to connect with the Massachusetts and Vermont Rail-
road, at Ashburnham or Winchendon, is in fact, and profess-
edly, designed to form a connected line of rail-way from Bos-
ton, by the way of Fitchburg, through Keene, in New Hamp-
shire, and Rutland to Burlington, in Vermont, having almost
its entire length from Fitchburg to Burlington within the States
of New Hampshire and Vermont, passing through only two
towns in this Commonwealth, and affording no special advan-
tages to but few of our own citizens; while the Vermont and
Massachusetts Rail road would pass through fifty or sixty
miles, in the counties of Worcester and Franklin, in this State,
affording to a large,portion of the inhabitants of the north part
of this State, whose interests have long been languishing for
the want of those facilities of business which our rail-roads
have already extended into almost every other part of the State,
to the construction of some of which they have freely rendered
their aid, the advantages and conveniences which usually
attend such improvements.

Your memorialists would further represent, that the interests
of the public do not require the construction of two such roads
from Fitchburg to Burlington—that they are rival routes, —and
are advocated and supported by adverse interests,—that they
both lie in the same general direction, and have the same ter-
mini—that in their whole distance they do not diverge from
each other, at the most distant point of separation, only about
twenty miles, and are gradually converging to the same point,
—that the claims of these two routes were fully presented by
the friends of each, to the Legislature at its last session, and
before a joint Committee of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives were investigated and discussed at great length—-
that the friends of the Massachusetts and Vermont Rail-road,
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then and there placed their claims upon the ground that no
considerations of a public nature, required but one of these
roads to be chartered and constructed, and that only one of
them could be sustained,—and that after a careful and patient
examination, and a deliberate consideration of the whole mat-
ter, that Legislature incorporated the Vermont and Massachu-
setts Rail-road Company, and refused to grant a charter to the
applicants for the rival route through New Hampshire.

In view of these facts, your memorialists cannot doubt that
the policy of thatLegislature will be adhered to, that the fran-
chise then granted to the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
road Company, of which many of us are Members, and in
which a great portion of the inhabitants residing in the north-
ern part of Massachusetts feel deeply interested, will be pre-
served and sustained ; and while the policy of the Legislature
should be liberal towards the citizens of other States, she will
preserve and secure to the people of her own State, the privi-
leges which she has heretofore deliberately granted them.

Your memorialists therefore, respectfully, but earnestly, pro-
test and remonstrate, against the creation of a new and rival
corporation whose energy and power, whatever they may be,
will surely be exerted to injure, if not to destroy, the franchise
granted to the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-road Company,
and thus greatly endanger this great enterprise so beneficial to
our State and the citizens thereof.

ARTEMAS LEE,
And others.

January 2Ath , 1845.




