
SENATE..., No. 66.

Senate, Feb. 24. 1845

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was committed the petition of William Buckminster
and others, for a rail-road from Weston to the Centre Village
in Framingham, and the remonstrance of the Boston and
Worcester Rail-road Corporation against said petition, hav-
ing fully considered the same, and heard the parties, now
submit the following

REPORT:

The petitioners ask for authority to locate and construct a
rail-road, commencing at a point upon the Fitchburg Rail-road,
in the town of Weston, thence running about three miles to

the Centre Village of Wayland, thence about four and one half
miles to Saxonville, and thence about three miles to the Centre
Village in Framingham, making in the whole a distance of be-
tween ten and eleven miles. The expenses of constructing the
road, including damages for land, and the cost of cars and other
necessary furniture to put the road in operation, will not fall
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far short of $200,000. The annual running expenses of the
road, when completed, will not be less than $ll,OOO.

From the estimates furnished the Committee by the petition-
ers, it appeared that the business between the Centre Village in
Framingham and Boston, is, passengers, 7,500; and freight,
1,600 tons, annually. Between Saxonville and Boston, and
towns in its vicinity, there are, passengers, 11,000 ; and freight,
8,280 tons. The business of Wayland will not pass but a short
distance over the proposed road, and is not very great in
amount.

About one half of the freight of Saxonville is now trans-
ported upon the Boston and Worcester Rail-road, at a charge
of one dollar and fifty cents a ton, including transportation to
and from the Framingham depot, and storage in Boston. A
part of the passengers from the Centre Tillage in Framingham
now pass over the Boston and Worcester Rail-road, at a rate
of fare of sixty cents each, which includes five cents which is
paid for stage or omnibus fare between the village and the
depot.

The distance from the Centre Village in Framingham to the
depot in South Framingham, is about two miles; and from
Saxonville to the same depot is about four miles.

From a careful consideration of the amount of business
which will probably pass over the proposed road, as compared
with the cost of construction, and the running expenses of the
road, the Committee are constrained to believe that the invest-
ment cannot be a profitable one, unless the Fitchburg Rail-road
shall consent to convey the freight and passengers of the pro-
posed road from Weston to Boston at a less price than it now
charges for doing its own business.

It was claimed by the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Cor-
poration, that, to establish the proposed road would tend to di-
vert passengers and freight which now passes over their road,
and for the accommodation of which, in connexion with other
business, their road was built.

In 1832 the Legislature granted to the Boston and Worces-
ter Rail-road Corporation authority to build branches, extend-
ing from their road in any direction, to any point in the several
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towns through which their main rail-road runs. This grant
was undoubtedly intended to give encouragement to the stock-
holders of the Boston and Worcester Rail-road, in the early
and difficult period of their enterprise, and also to enable them
to secure to themselves the business upon each side of their
road, by authorizing them to furnish new rail-road facilities
both for the accommodation of the public and for the purpose
of bringing additional business to their own road.

And while this Committee are of opinion that the petitioners
have not satisfactorily shown, that, at the present time, there is
a sufficient public exigency to justify the granting of the char-
ter which is asked for, to construct a rail-road from the centre
village in Framingham, to the Fitchburg Rail-road in Weston,
they cannot refrain from an expression of opinion that the
rapidly increasing business in Saxonville and Framingham
Centre, will speedily require more direct rail-road facilities
than they now enjoy. The president of the Boston and Wor-
cester Rail-road corporation stated to the Committee that it
was their intention to construct branches under the authority
of the Act of 1832, whenever the public accommodation would
reasonably warrant the expenditure. It did not appear that
any application had been made to the Boston and Worcester
Rail-road Corporation, to extend a branch to Saxonville or
Framingham Centre, nor had this subject, previous to the in-
vestigation before the Committee, been directly brought 'to
the attention of the directors of the Worcester Road.

The Committee do not hesitate to express an opinion, that
should the directors of the Boston and Worcester Road at the
present time make a thorough examination, they would find
that they ought at once, if they would secure to their road the
business of the several villages in Framingham, to construct a
branch for the accommodation of that business. Should this
be done, there would not, in the judgment of the Committee, be
any occasion for uniting any part of the town of Framingham
by rail-road, with the Fitchburg Rail-road. The Committee
would not therefore at this time, recommend the rejection ot
the prayer of the petitioners, but in order to give opportunity
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for farther examination, and to enable the Boston and Worcester
Rail-road Corporation to determine upon the propriety of con-
structing a branch for the accommodation of the business of
the several villages in Framingham,—they recommend that
said petition be referred to the next General Court.

Per order of the Committee,

L. CHILD, Chairman.


