
BUNATE No.No. 68.

, to whom were
referred the petitions of the inhabitants of sundry towns in
this Commonwealth, and also of the city of Boston, praying
that such shares of the income of the Massachusetts School
Fund, as they have hitherto failed to receive, may be al-
lowed to them respectively, submit the following

The Massachusetts School Fund was created by an Act of
the Legislature, March 31, 1834. Its capital is never to exceed
one million of dollars, and the income thereof is to be divided
among the several towns of this Commonwealth in certain
equitable proportions, on their compliance with prescribed con-
ditions.

The Commonwealth distributes this fund as a gratuity,
seeking thereby to elevate the standard of common school edu-
cation. The conditions prescribed are established with sole
reference to this end, and are easy of compliance on the part
of the towns. Whenever there has been a failure to receive

eomwontoealtl) of JHassartjußrtts.

In Senate, Feb. 26, 1845

R EPORT:

Report OfThe Joint Standing Committee on Education



[Feb. ’45.]2 INCOME OF SCHOOL FUND.

the usual portion of the school fund, it has been owing to some
informality and non-compliance on the part of the towns.

Until the year 1844, such non-compliance had the effect in-
variably to deprive the delinquent party of its portion of the
school fund. But during the session of that year, the Legisla-
ture allowed itself to; look with indulgence upon what might
be considered venial errors, and to order allowances according-
ly. The consequence of this course is beginning to be expe-
rienced this year, and the first fruits are seen in a large num-
ber of petitions from delinquent towns for portions, which they
have hitherto failed to obtain. The petitions amount to twen-
ty-three in number, and some of them have reference to years
long past. Your Committee have reason to regard this, as not
only the commencing development of past, but as the encour-
agement to future delinquencies. They see no safe way, but
to insist on a strict and literal compliance with the conditions
of the statute, on the part of those who apply for the gratuity;
and it is thus only, as they deem, that the object of the State
bounties is to be secured. To relax in the prescribed condi-
tions is to defeat the very end proposed, and the fund, instead
of diffusing a healthful influence, would prove injurious.

Your Committee have not been called on by the petitioners,
nor by the Legislature to revise the statute, and ascertain
whether any of the conditions are either trivial or onerous.
They are what they are, and as such are to be enforced until
the Legislature may see fit, upon proper representations, to re-
peal or modify them.

Your Committee feel persuaded that no other course can
consist with the highest interests of the people of this Com-
monwealth, and they, therefore, recommend that the petition-
ers referred to have leave to withdraw.

BENJ. BARRETT, Chairman.


