
SENATE......No. 75.

PETITION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives , in
General Court assembled:

The City Council of the city of Boston, would respectfully
represent that the proportion of the School Fund oshally al-
lowed and paid to the city of Boston, has not been allowed or
paid for the year 1844. And your petitioners are advised that
the portion of said School Fund has been disallowed in conse-
quence of the return not being signed by all, or a majority of
the members of the School Committee, as required by the 67th
section. 23d chapter of the Revised Statutes,—though said re-
turn was made in conformity to the practice which has ob-
tained since the year 1839. By the provisions of said statute,
the School Committee are required to make return under oath,
of the number of children in said city, between the ages of 4
and 16 years, and also of the amount of money expended by
the city for the support of public schools.

Now, your petitioners would respectfully represent, that so
great is the population of the city of Boston, that it is impossi-
ble for the School Committee to know, without an annual cen-
sus, what number of children there are between the ages of
four and sixteen years, or what amount of money is expended
for the support of schools, since said amount is raised and ex-
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pended by, and under the authority of, the City Council, and
not by the School Committee. Under these circumstances, the
School Committee of 1839 hesitated to make oath to the return
prescribed by law, which return was required to state facts not
within their knowledge. But they authorized, by a formal
vote, duly recorded, the Mayor of the city, who is ex officio
Chairman of said Committee, and who is supposed to possess
the necessary information, to make the required return in their
name, and in their behalf, which return so made and sworn to,
was received by the Secretary of State for the time being, as
the School Return of the city of Boston. And the returns have
been so made and received, and the claims of the city have
been allowed and paid, up to the present year. But this year,
without due notice having been given, the claim has not been
allowed or paid, as heretofore, to the great loss and damage of
of your petitioners.

Your petitioners would therefore respectfully ask, that the
proportion of the School Fund equitably due to the city of
Boston, for the year 1844, may be allowed and paid out of the
School Fund for the year 1845, or in such other way as in
your wisdom may seem expedient.

MARTIN BRIMMER, Mayor
Boston, Dec. 30, 1844.

order of the City Council,


