
SENATE..,...No. 86.

To the General Court of Massachusetts, begun and holden at
Boston, on the second Wednesday of January, 1845.

The memorial of the undersigned, inhabitants of Medford,
respectfully shows, that the estuary, made by the flowing of
the tide into the Mystic River, forms an important navigable
arm of the sea, affording twelve feet of water, five or six miles
inland, to Medford, where, it is believed, more tons of merchant
vessels are annually built than in any other town in the United
States. Besides the great accommodation thus afforded to the
merchants of Boston, of having their ships built under their
immediate inspection, this river, in connection with the Mystic
Pond at its head, forms one of the great natural reservoirs upon
which, the continuance of Boston harbor, as a place of ships
and commerce, entirely depends. In proof of this latter fact,
your memorialists believe that they offer the most unquestion-
able evidence, in the Report of certain commissioners appointed
under this government “to take a survey of Boston harbor
with a view to its preservation,” as communicated by the Gov-
ernor to the General Court in March, 1837, and on file in the
Secretary’s Office.

By this report, it appears that the harbor of Boston is wholly
made by channels through which the tide ascends into immense
basins and rivers, some of which reach many miles into the
country, and from which the tides descend again to the ocean
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and scour out the channels according to the quantity and velo-
city of the currents produced on the ebb. That part on the
southeast, called Fore Point Channel, is thus made by the tide
passing into South Bay, and that on the north is only the chan-
nel through which the tide flows into the Charles and Mystic
Rivers in about equal quantities to the head of tide water at
Watertown, on the first, and Mystic Pond, on the latter, and
that the channels produced by the strength of the currents into
the South bay and the great reservoirs of the two rivers, con-
stitute all the advantages of Boston harbor for commercial
purposes. To show how it may be suddenly or gradually de-
stroyed, the report affirms, that, by the erection of dams in the
places of the Charles and Chelsea Bridges, thereby stopping the
tides, as there would be no current either way, silt and sedi-
ment would in a short time fill this part of the harbor, and ren-
der it accessible only for fishing boats, and that what would
inevitably be the consequence, in the course of a very few
years, of the supposed dams, will as certainly be effected more
gradually, and the ruin of the harbor as complete, at a more
distant period, by cutting off large portions of the Charles or
Mystic Rivers above the two bridges, either to stop the tide
altogether or partially from flowing and filling the extensive
basins of either. And the Report further states, that “surveys
become necessary, upon both rivers beyond the limits pre-
scribed to said commissioners, in order to ascertain the extent
to which any part of the Charles or the Mystic Rivers may be
curtailed, without endangering the harbor at the north end of
Boston. No such survey has been had; but various obstruc-
tions to the tides and currents have since been placed in and
upon the rivers in the shape of bridges, wharves, dams and
sea-walls; and many others of a similar character seem likely
to be put upon them, through the intensity of private enter-
prise, all which threaten the harbor with the ruinous effects
pointed out in the report, against which your memorialists be-
lieve the survey upon the rivers therein recommended, to be
the only security. They therefore most respectfully ask, that
such survey be ordered as soon as the season will permit,
which shall not only set limits to all works of the kind here-
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after, but also ascertain whether such as have already been
executed, do endanger the harbor, and if so, what measures
are necessary to be taken to remove the immediate danger and
secure this great interest from all future injury from similar
causes.

ABNER BARTLETT,
and thirty others.

Dated at Medford, February 17, 1845.
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The Joint Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance,
to which was committed the Petition of Abner Bartlett and
others, praying for a survey of South Bay and Mystic and
Charles Rivers, having duly considered the same, report the
accompanying Resolves.

ISAAC LIVERMORE, Chairman.

ComirscmfcjcaUtj of JHassactnisettsL

In Senate, March 10, 1845
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RESOLVES
Authorizing the Survey of South Bay, and Charles and Mystic

Rivers.

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be, and he
hereby is authorized and requested, with the advice and con-
sent of the Council, to appoint one or more commissioners to
take or cause to be taken as soon as practicable, accurate sur-
veys of South Bay, and Charles River, and Mystic River and
pond, above and beyond the limits prescribed to the commis-
sioners heretofore appointed for the survey of Boston harbor,
under a resolve passed on the fifth day of March, in the year
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, to extend to the
head of tide water on each, and embracing the marshes and
flats which are overflowed in the spring tides by either, for the
security of the said rivers and bay as reservoirs essential to
the continuance and capacity of Boston harbor for commercial
purposes, as well as the facilities of inland navigation and ship-
building now afforded by said rivers, or either of them, and
that the said commissioners report how far and to what extent
if any, the said bay and rivers, or either of them, may be cur-
tailed or diminished without endangering the harbor of Boston
and greatly impairing the advantages of navigation and ship-
building on said rivers : also, to report if there be any means
whereby the capacity and beneficial action of said reservoirs

erommontoraltl) of i^assacijwsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-five
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upon the harbor, may be enlarged and increased. Said com-
missioners to make report of their doings as soon as may be,
to the Governor and Council, with plans or other sufficient
representations and descriptions thereof, as shall clearly and
distinctly show and exhibit the same. Such report and plans
to be laid before the Legislature by the Governor. Said com-
missioners to give at least ten days’ notice in three or more
newspapers published in Boston, of the time and place of their
meeting, so that all persons interested may appear and be heard
in relation to the same.

Resolved, That the Governor, with the advice and consent of
the Council, be and he hereby is authorized to draw his war-
rant on the Treasurer of the Commonwealth, for such sum or
sums of money, not exceeding in the whole fifteen hundred
dollars, as may be necessary to carry the foregoing resolve into
effect. And the Governor and Council are further authorized
and empowered, to audit and allow the account of the com-
missioner or commissioners appointed to make the foregoing
surveys and plans.


