
SENATE.....No. 88.

In Senate, March 12, 1845.

The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons, to whom was re-
ferred an Order directing them to inquire into the expediency
of providing a house of refuge for discharged convicts, have
duly considered the subject, and ask leave to present the
subjoined

Your committee ■would, in connection with this subject, ven-
ture to suggest, whether very much of the good designed and
calculated to be accomplished by our system of prison disci-
pline, is not greatly lessened, and oftentimes defeated, by the
manner in which those who are discharged from our prisons
are received and treated by the community at large.

It is true that they have been erring and guilty men, but
they have paid the penalty which the law demands.

Very many of them, through the trials they have endured,
and the varied means of moral instruction and improvement
they have enjoyed, have become humbled, and have been led to
form resolutions ofamendment; a determination which, ifaided
and encouraged, would lead them to lives of industry and so-
briety.

They go out again into the world, —many of them homeless

(EomritontocaUli of iUaaßiUtjuacuo.

REPORT.



[March,2 DISCHARGED CONVICTS.

and friendless. They would gladly find employment; they
ask for it, but they have been in prison; are frowned upon;
they are repulsed; they continue to go from one place to an-
other, and perhaps with no better success. Ko helping hand
is extended to aid them forward in the course they would
gladly pursue; and what can they do 7 They become dis-
heartened, discouraged. But something they feel they must
do ; and something, if thus driven to desperation, they will do,
—and society is, in some measure, answerable for the result.

The committee are aware that a sound discretion is to be
exercised in the manner of receiving and encouraging discharg-
ed convicts; but they are pursuaded, that if, as a general rule,
the great principle of the Gospel, to do unto others as you
would that others should do unto you, should be adopted and
carried out, fewer, by many times, would be the complaints
heard, that it is folly to think of reforming the vicious, by sub-
jecting them to the discipline of a prison.

it is true, they need to be reformed; and it is equally true,
that society needs reforming, as to the spirit and manner in
which these unfortunate men are received and treated when
they leave their prison-house, again to become members of the
community. Let them, when within the limits of free men,
find patronage, encouragement, and employment. If they then
sin, the guilt will rest upon themselves, and not be found on
the skirts of those who have used all suitable means to redeem
and save them.

But the question for the consideration of the committee is,
whether any legislative enactments can reach the wants of this
suffering class of our fellow-men, and cure the evils here com-
plained of. Shall the State provide a house of refuge for their
accommodation, as contemplated by the order!

To this question, the committee would give a decided an-
swer in the negative. They do not believe it safe to com-
munity, nor for the welfare of the prisoners, that a house
should be provided where the most vicious of them might con-
gregate together, and form plans of mischief, and in concert
carry them into action.

But the committee were not willing to dismiss the sub-
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ject without recommending some plan which would afford help
to such discharged convicts as needed advice and assistance in
procuring employment. The committee, after devising many
plans themselves, and attending to those of others, made
choice of the following, which they believe to be of the most
practicable utility, viz;

That an agent shall be appointed by the Governor, with the
advice of the Council, whose duty it shall be to confer with
such discharged convicts as may call upon him for that pur-
pose, and endeavor to obtain places of employment for those of
them who need and wish it, by holding correspondence with
persons who employ laborers, and withany others whom he may
think proper; and that the said agent shall be paid for his ser-
vice in the said office from the treasury of the Commonwealth,
a sum not exceeding three hundred [dollars] per annum, in
conformity to the following resolves.

JOSEPH RICHARDS, Chairman.
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AN ACT

Relating to Discharged Convicts.

13E it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresenta-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Governor, with advice of the Coun-
-2 cil, is hereby authorized to appoint an agent, who
3 shall hold his office until another is appointed in his
4 place, whose duty it shall be to counsel and advise
6 such discharged convicts as may seek his aid, and to
6 take such measures to procure employment for such of
7 them as may desire it, by corresponding with persons
8 in mechanical and agricultural pursuits, and with be-
-9 nevolent individuals and associations, as he may deem

10 proper and expedient.
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1 Sect. 2. Said agent shall keep an account of the
2 time employed and money expended in the perform-
-3 ance of the duties of his office, and present the same
4 to the Inspectors of the State Prison, and their appro-
-5 val thereof shall entitle him to receive from the Trea-
-6 sury of the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding three
7 hundred dollars per annum, for which the Governor is
8 requested to draw warrants from time to time.

1 Sect. 3. The office of said agent shall be located
2 in the town of Charlestown or in the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the first day of May next.




