
SENATE No.■No. 99.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives , in
General Court assembled:

The Memorial of the Massachusetts Historical Society re-
spectfully shows :—-

That the Colonial papers now contained in the public offices
of the State, relate almost wholly to the internal affairs of the
colony, such as the proceedings of the assemblies, legislation,
finance, intercourse with the Indians, military operations, and
municipal concerns. But a large mass of original documents,
in many respects more important, and properly called State
Papers, do not exist in our archives. And yet these papers
alone can explain the policy, plans, acts and designs of the Brit-
ish government, during the whole period of our colonial history.
They consist of the correspondence of the governors and crown
officers, with the ministry and commissioners of trade and plan-
tations,—instructions to the governors,—their reports, from time
to time, on the state of the colony, its resources, manufactures,
trade and military strength : reports of the crown lawyers on
the laws, that were sent over to be confirmed by the king,—
proceedings and decisions of the king’s council on those laws,—
reports of committees of the board of trade on the general affairs
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of the province, and particularly its commerce and manufac-
tures,—correspondence of military commanders, custom house
officers, and, in short, of all other officers, who acted immedi-
ately under the crown.

In France, also, the archives of the Ministries of War and
of Marine, and the colonies, contain many original documents,
which, if not so extensive and important as those in England,
are yet essential to a complete and accurate knowledge of the
history of Massachusetts; such as the instructions of the French
government to their governors and other officers in North Amer-
ica; and the despatches of those officers, detailing their military
proceedings, and the whole transactions and correspondence
with the English of the neighboring colonies, and with the
Indians.

It is only within a short period, that copies of such docu-
ments were allowed to be taken in either country ; and a change
of ministry, or a change of sentiment, may again, at any time,
render them inaccessible; or existing, as they do, in a single
copy, a fire or other accident might deprive us forever of all
chance of obtaining them.

The States of New York and Georgia have availed them-
selves of the present opportunity, and procured highly valuable
documents relating to their history; New York alone, having
obtained from England, France and Holland, no less than
eighty manuscript volumes.

The papers now in the Secretary’s office, having been ar-
ranged and classified by the wise liberality of former Legisla-
tures, it seems highly desirable, that the great object of that
liberality should be promoted, by obtaining other documents
certainly not less important to a thorough acquaintance with
our past history.

A resolve was passed in 1836, authorizing the Governor to
complete the public records, by procuring such parts of them,
as do not exist here, but may be found in the public offices in
England. It is believed, that nothing was done under this re-
solve, because it was understood, that, soon after it passed, free
access to such documents was no longer permitted. But the
obstacle, whatever it may have been, is, for the present at
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least, removed. A resolve has also been passed recently in
relation to this object; but it is respectfully suggested, that
further provision is requisite for its accomplishment.

The Historical Society, if desired, will readily undertake to
examine any documents of the nature above mentioned, which
may be received by the State, and, selecting such portions as
it may be found useful to publish, will cause them to be printed,
and oversee the press, at their own charge and risk, furnishing
the State with such number of copies, as may be required at
the actual cost.

All which is most respectfully submitted, on behalf of the
Society, by their Committee.

JOSIAH UUINCY,
JARED SPARKS,
F. C. GRAY.
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Secretary’s Office, Boston; March 6, 1845.

To the President of the Senate:

Sir,—In compliance with the order of the Honorable Senate
of the sth instant, I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy
of a letter recently received by this department, from the Min-
ister of the United States, in England, and of other papers
therein referred to.

Very respectfully.

Your obedient servant,

JOHN G. PALFREY

I have the honor to be,

ermmnontoealt!) of jHassacijusettg*
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London, 17th January, 1845.
My Dear Sir,—

The application for permission to have copies made of the
documents pertaining to the Massachusetts and Rhode Island
boundary was readily granted, and the copies will he forward-
ed to you by the steamer of the 4th February.

These papers were transcribed by Mr. Robert Lemon, of the
State Paper Office, and I enclose you a letter of the 13th, from
that gentleman to me, from which you will see that there is a
Journal or Record of the Proceedings of the Commissioners,
apparently of great interest, but not embraced within the lim-
its of the application contained in your letter of the 16th De-
cember. I have not felt myself at liberty to order a transcript
to be made of so large a document, without your especial di-
rection. Mr. Lemon informs me that the expense of having it
copied, (including a copy of the map. which is on a large
scale,) would be under £3O,

Awaiting your further commands, ! am, dear sir, with great
respect, very truly yours,

J. G. Palfrey, Esq,

20th Jan.—P. S. The copies of these documents, as first
delivered to me by Mr. Lemon, not having been certified, I re-
quested him to take them back and certify them. This he did,
comparing his transcript, not with the copy in the State Paper
Office from which it was made, but with the original Council
Register, as appears from his letter of 18th inst, which I also
transmit you. You accordingly receive the documents in the
most authentic form in which a copy of them could be ob-
tained.

EDWARD EVERETT.
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State Paper Office, 13th January, 1845.

Sir,-—In pursuance of directions from the Earl of Aberdeen
to make transcripts of “the Judgment of the Court of Com-
missioners for settling the Boundary between Massachusetts
and Rhode Island in the year 1745 or 1746, and of the King’s
Order in Council affirming the same,” 1 have the honor to
inform your Excellency that I have consulted a great number
of volumes in this Office, but could not find any record or cor-
respondence whatever, relating to a boundary question, within
the dates specified. In the course of my search, however. I
found a Record of the Proceedings of Commissioners of Boun-
dary in the year 1741, but from the space of time between
1741 and 1746 I could not imagine that that document could
be the one referred to. On reading the speech of Governor
Shirley to the House of Assembly on the 30th of December,
1746, I inferred that he must have received the Documents in
question, from England, in the early part of that year, which
led me at once to the true date of the Order in Council affirm-
ing the determination of the Commissioners. From the dates
recited in that Order and in the Orders of Council referring the
appeals of the Province and Colony to the Committee of Coun-
cil for Appeals, there can be no doubt that the Proceedings of
the Commissioners of 1741, are those referred to by Governor
Shirley on the 30th December, 1746.

I have the honor to send you copies of the three Orders in
Council above mentioned: that of the Order in Council affirm-
ing the determination of the Commissioners, recites at full
length their judgment as delivered by them in open court on
the 30th of June, 1741.

But I must beg to call your Excellency’s attention to the
report of the proceedings of the Commissioners which I have
found in this office. It is a very fine original record in form of
a register of the proceedings of the Commissioners, and com-
mences with an entry of their commission, dated the 4th Sep-
tember, 1740. It minutes all transactions on each day the
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court sat, and gives the parol evidence of witnesses examined
before them, and enters, in full, all the commissions, charters,
grants, <fcc., produced in evidence of both parties. The Com-
missioners gave their judgment on the 30th of June, 1741,
and then adjourned the court till the 4th of September follow-
ing, in order to receive any appeal which might be lodged:
which, curious enough, both parties did. The Report is accom-
panied by an elaborate map or survey of the boundaries, with
the lines delineated as referred to in the judgment, and consti-
tutes perhaps the most valuable part of the record.

As the request was made for a copy of the judgment only,
and the Order in Council affirming it, and as the latter recites
the former entire, I have refrained from copying any part of
the Record of Proceedings, until I shall receive further direc-
tions on the subject.

The entire proceedings, exclusive of the map, contains 179
pages, closely written, and was transmitted to the Secretary of
State, by Cadwallader Golden, the principal Commissioner in a
letter dated the 17th of September, 1741, which accompanies
the report.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient
And most humble servant,

ROBERT LEMON.

His Excellency, the Hon. Edward Everett.
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The Joint Standing Committee on the Library, to whom was
referred the memorial of the Massachusetts Historical So-
ciety, praying for further aid in relation to the obtaining of
Colonial records, and the letter of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, communicating copies of certain papers requested
by an order of the Senate, have considered the same and

That it appears by the said papers peculiarly practicable at
this time, to obtain copies of certain valuable records of the
Commonwealth, now in England, at a moderate cost. Among
these, none would seem to be of more interest than that of the
record of the proceedings of the Commissioners for settling the
boundary between Rhode Island and Massachusetts, referred
to in the papers aforesaid. Your Committee therefore recom-
mend an appropriation for this object.

The time seems equally favorable to revive the attempt made
so long ago as in the year 1836, to procure copies of the lost
records of the Executive Council. The resolve passed at that
time failed in consequence of circumstances which do not now
exist. Your Committee recommend that a small sum be ap-
propriated in addition to the preceding, by which the effort
may be made. Your Committee, therefore, report a resolve, and

etommontoealtlj of JMassacijusettau

In Senate, 14th March, 1845.

REPORT:
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recommend that, in further explanation of the same, the memo-
rial of the Historical Society, and the letters of Mr. Everett
and Mr. Lemon be printed in connection with it.

C. F. ADAMS, Chairman

order.
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RESOLVE

Concerning certain Records of the Commonwealth.

Resolved
,
That His Excellency the Governor, be authorized

to take measures to procure from Great Britain, a copy of the
register of proceedings of the Court of Commissioners for set-
tling the boundary between Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
held in the year one thousand seven hundred and forty-one,
and also a copy of such portions of the records of the Execu-
tive Council of the Colony and Province of Massachusetts, as
are now missing; provided that the sums to be expended in the
prosecution of the objects aforesaid, shall not exceed five hun-
dred dollars.

Commonbjralti) of J&assactmßtttsL

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-five.


