
SENATE No.No. 100.

, to
whom was referred the Petition of David Pingree and oth-
ers, and sundry other petitioners in aid thereof, asking for
liberty to construct a Rail-road from Salem to the Boston
and Maine Extension Company’s Rail-road at Malden ; and
the Remonstrance of the Eastern Rail-road Company against
said Petition, having heard the parties, with their proofs and
arguments of counsel, and having fully considered the same,
now submit the following

The object of the petitioners in the present case, according to
their petition, was to construct a rail-road from Salem, through
the South Parish in Danvers, Lynn and Saugus, to the Boston
and Maine Extension Company’s Rail-road at Malden, and
also to construct a branch rail-road from South Danvers to
Danvers Plains. At the first meeting of the Committee, the
petitioners abandoned that part of their route between Salem
and South Danvers, and we were therefore asked to recommend
to the Legislature to grant them a charter for a rail-road from
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Danvers Plains, through South Danvers, Lynn and Saugus, to

the Extension Company’s road at the point above stated.
At its last session, the Legislature granted to Elias Putnam

and others, a charter, with authority to locate and construct a
rail-road from Salem, through South Danvers, Danvers Plains
and Topsfield, to Georgetown. Several of the persons named
as corporators in the Georgetown charter, are petitioners in the
present case. Within the last two or three weeks, this corpo-
ration has been organized, by the choice of its officers, and
there yet remain to it, by the terras of its charter, two years,
within which it may construct its road. The part of the route
over which this corporation is authorized to build their road,
which lies between Salem and Danvers, is the same which was
embraced in the present petition, and which the petitioners
have now abandoned.

Should the prayer of the petitioners, as now urged upon the
Legislature, be granted, there will exist in the two corporations
the power to construct a rail-road from Salem to Malden, which,
by connecting with the Extension Company’s road at that
point, would complete an additional line of rail-road between
Salem and Boston. This additional line of rail-road will be,
at its greatest point of distance, between three and four miles
from the Eastern Rail-road, and at its nearest point half of one
mile, —making an average distance through its whole length
less than two miles.

Against the project of the petitioners the Eastern Rail-road
Company remonstrate. But while they object to the road pro-
posed by the petitioners, they admit that the town of Danvers
is entitled to additional rail-road facilities, and ask for liberty
to construct a branch from their main road in Salem, through
South Danvers to Danvers Plains.

The distance from the East’n Rail-road in Salem,
by the proposed branch to South Danvers, is . If miles.

From South Danvers to the Extension Compa-
ny’s road in Malden, by the petitioners’ route, 12

From Malden to Boston, . 4
From Salem to Boston, by the Eastern Rail-road, 14 ~
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From Salem to Boston, by petitioners’ route, . 17f miles.
From South Danvers to Boston, by Salem and

Eastern Rail-road, ..... 15f “

From South Danvers to Boston, by Malden, . 16 “

The petitioners’ route, in Lynn, passes within half a mile
of the Eastern Rail-road,- —and their proposed depot, in Lynn,
from the depot on the Eastern Rail-road, will not exceed that
distance from one of the Lynn depots on the Eastern Rail-road.

The business and population which it is said will be accom-
modated by the proposed road, is estimated by the petitioners
as follows :

Danvers, Passengers, - 33,000 annually.
“ Freight, ... 13,000 tons “

Lynn, Passengers, - 30,000
“ Freight, - - - 10,000 !I !i

Saugus, Passengers, - 6,000
“ Freight, - 2,000 “

And from other towns it is estimated that the
number of passengers may be - 10,000

The Committee are of opinion, that the great and increasing
business of Danvers entitle that town to greater rail-road facil-
ities than is now enjoyed. The industry, enterprise and grow-
ing prosperity of this town is worthy of the highest commen-
dation. And it was a question which received the careful con-
sideration of the Committee, whether the people of Danvers
would not be as well, or better accommodated, by the proposed
branch to Salem, and thence by the Eastern Rail-road to Boston,

as by the proposed road. It will be remembered that, by the fore-
going statements, the distance from Danvers to Boston is sub-
stantially the same on either route, an exact calculation show-
ing the difference to be a quarter of a mile in favor of the route

by Salem and the Eastern Rail-road. There are now seven
passenger trains and one freight train which pass daily each
way between Boston and Salem. And the Eastern Kail-road
Company intend, if they are permitted to construct the branch
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which they propose, to run the same number of trains to and
from Danvers.

The rates of fare, for passengers and freight, which the East-
ern Rail-road Company propose between Boston and Danvers,
are as follows :

Between Boston and South Danvers, passengers, 40 cents each.
“ “ “ “ !i freight, fl 60 per ton.
“ “ “ Danvers Plains, passengers, 45 cents each.
“ “ “ “ “ freight, $l7O per ton.

From the evidence given before the Committee, and from a
careful examination of the returns of expenses of operating other
rail-roads in the Commonwealth, we entertain no doubt that,
assuming the estimate of the petitioners of the amount of busi-
ness to be done upon their proposed road to be correct, and the
fare for persons and property to be the same as those proposed
upon the Eastern Rail-road, they cannot accommodate them-
selves with eight trains a day each way, and pay a fair inter-
est upon the investment required to build and put in operation
their proposed road.

It is apparent to all that the Eastern Rail-road Company, by
running an engine from Salem to Danvers, in connection with
the regular trains over their own road, could furnish to the
people of Danvers eight daily trains each way, (as they pro-
pose to do,) at much less expense than could be done by the
petitioners, by the road which they propose to construct.

From an examination of the returns of eleven rail-road cor-
porations in this Commonwealth, it appears that the average
cost of running a train per mile is 68.6 cents ; the highest ex-
pense per mile of any one road being |1 0-5, and the lowest
47.4 cents. Assuming the cost of running the proposed road
from Danvers, by Malden to Boston, to cost 68.6 cents per mile
for each train, and if they should run eight daily trains each
way, the expense of running would far exceed the whole esti-
mated receipts of their road, at the rales of fare which the
Eastern Rail-road Company propose for the same accommoda-
tion. The Committee, therefore, cannot doubt that, so far as
distance, cheapness of transportation, and number of trains
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are concerned, the town of Danvers would be better accommo-
dated by the Eastern Rail-road than by the rail-road which
they propose to construct.

As to the accommodation to be furnished to the people of
Lynn, by the proposed road, the Committee would remark that,
in their judgment, so far as location, and the number of trains,
and the rates of fare are concerned, the Eastern Rail-road can
furnish all the accommodation which that town at present can
reasonably demand. If the town of Lynn is to be accommo-
dated by only one rail-road, no one can be better located for
that purpose than the present Eastern Rail-road. But it was
claimed, by the petitioners, that the termination of the Eastern
Rail-road at East Boston, with the ferry at East Boston, and
the inconvenient location of the depot of the Eastern Rail-road
in the city of Boston, constitute objections to that line of travel
of sufficient magnitude to justify the construction of the pro-
posed road to avoid them.

The Committee, therefore, propose to consider the inconven-
iences which are alleged to exist upon the Eastern road, and
from which the petitioners ask to be relieved by the construc-
tion of the proposed road. These inconveniences are said to
arise from the ferry, the location of the merchandise depot, at
East Boston, and the location of the passenger depot, at Lewis’
wharf.

The objections to the ferry, as alleged by the petitioners, are,
delays occasioned by the ice, and storms, and fog, and vessels,
which are sometimes in the channel when the ferry-boat is
passing.

It was proved that there are occasional delays of the passage
of the ferry-boat. In the winter of 1844, during the unusually
severe cold, by which the harbor of Boston was frozen up, the
ferry-boat was prevented for several days from making her
usual trips. At other times, delays have been experienced at
the ferry. But the Committee would state, that it was fully
proved, that the ferry, at East Boston, is managed by the East-
ern Rail-road Company, as skilfully, and with as much regard
to the public accommodation, as any ferry in the country.

While it is admitted that there are inconveniences and delays
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at the East Boston ferry, it should be remembered that some
delays, and occasional inconveniences, are incident to every
mode of conveyance.

While the road proposed by the petitioners avoids the incon-
veniences of the ferry, it encounters others, which are worthy
of consideration in a correct settlement of the present question.
These are the delays incident to several draws in bridges over
which it passes. More than 6,000 passages were made by ves-
sels during the last year, through the draws in the Charlestown
and Warren bridges; all of which would have passed through
the draw of the Extension Company’s road, if the same had
been constructed, and that some delays must result from that
source, must be apparent to all.

Again, the proposed road is to form a connection with the
Extension Company’s road, at Malden; and while the trains
upon the proposed road must be run to meet at Malden the
trains of the Extension Company’s road, delays will necessa-
sarily be experienced from that source.

The inconvenience complained of from the termination of
the Eastern Rail-road, in East Boston, was alleged to consist,
in addition to the delays of the ferry, in the fact that the mer-
chandise depot is at East Boston, and the owners of freight are
consequently subjected to the expense of ferryage across the
river into the city.

To this it was answered, that the freight business upon the
Eastern road, running, as it does, near to the sea coast, is much
less than upon other rail-roads of an equal length. Besides, it
appeared, freight could be conveyed from East Boston to the
business parts of the city, with an expense for truckage, not
materially exceeding the expense from other depots in the city.

It was also objected, that the depot of the Eastern Rail-road,
at Lewis’ wharf, was unfortunately located, because the way
to it is through several large thorough-fares and business streets.
While this is true, and perhaps some inconvenience may be
experienced from that source, it should yet be observed, that
some advantages will also result from the nearness of the de-
pot to the business parts of the city.

Upon the whole, the Committee, after a very long and protract-
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ed examination of the question involved in the present case, and
upon principles of public policy, in relation to the granting of
new rail-roads in this Commonwealth, which we have hereto-
fore stated in other cases, and which have received the sanction
of the Legislature, have come to the conclusion, that the peti-
tioners have shown no such public exigency as would justify
the granting to them the important powers which they ask.

The Committee, therefore, unanimously recommend, that the
petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition.

LINUS CHILD, Chairman.

order of the Committee,




