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Washington , April 10, 1845. S

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to Your Excellency, the
copy of a note addressed to me on the 7th instant, by the Brit-
ish Minister here, acquainting me that he is informed, by a
despatch recently received from the Lieutenant Governor of
New Brunswick, that Mis Excellency is ready to pay over to
the United States Government the amount due to it, under the
provisions of the fifth article of the Treaty of Washington, on
account of the Disputed Territory Fund.

Transcripts of the Abstract Account, and of the Detailed
Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Disputed
Territory Fund, —the documents referred to in Mr. Pakenham’s
note, are herewith communicated for your information.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

JAMES BUCHANAN.

Department of State

To His Excellency
The Governor of Massachusetts :



(Copy.)

Washington, April Ith, 1845.

Sir,—With reference to the letter which I had the honor to
address on the 21st of January last, to the Secretary of State of
the United States, and to the previous correspondence on the
subject of the Disputed TerritoryFund; I have now the honor
to acquaint you that, by a despatch lately received from the
Lieut. Governor of New Brunswick, I am informed that His
Excellency is ready to pay over to the government of the Uni-
ted States, the sum of three thousand seven hundred and twen-
ty-three pounds, eight shillings, and three and a half pence,
currency, due to the United States, in conformity with the
provisions of the sth article of the Treaty of Washington, on
account of the Disputed Territory Fund.

The Honorable James Buchanan.

1 have further the honor to transmit herewith an abstract
account referring to that which was communicated to the
United States Secretary of State on 25th April, 1843, and also
a detailed account of the receipts and expenditures of the fund
in the manner required by the article of the Treaty of Wash-
ington above referred to.

The money due, according to this account to the United
States, will be paid in any manner which may be thought
most convenient, on the delivery to the Lieut. Governor of the
Province of New Brunswick of the necessary acquittance.

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) R PAKENHAM
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Abstract Statement of the Disputed Territory Fund Account.

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
Balance, as per Abstract Statement, dated 11th This amount arising-from Timber cut on

April, 1843, ....£1949 11 14 that part of the Disputed Territory now
in the Province of Now Brunswick, - £503 12 9

This amount included in Expenditure, stated in
previous Abstract, but remitted to accord Less pro rata proportion of charges, hj
with the terms of tire Treaty of Washington, 1979 19 11 which being £4992 on £B9ll, will 2Jbe £297 10 on £503 12 9 -

■
- 297 10 ft-

£3929 11 i 206 2 9
3723 834 H

_

£3929 11 j 5!
o»

Audit Office, Fredericton, (Signed)
29th May, 1844 P. N. ROBINSON, Auditor.
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To His Excellency , George N. Briggs,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

Sir, —The Honorable John G. Palfrey handed me, a short
time since, for my inspection, an account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of the Disputed Territory Fund, transmitted by
the Secretary of State of the United States, received by him
from the Province of New Brunswick through the hands of
Mr. Pakenham, the British Minister, which I have examined,
and, so far as they have accounted for the receipts since 1829,1
have no doubt is substantially correct. They have not, how-
ever, gone far enough back in my opinion, to cover all the re-
ceipts, for it is well known that large sums were received in
1824, and probably many years before, and annually between
the years 1824 and 1829.

By the article of the Treaty of Washington, the Provincial
Government are required to furnish a detailed account of the
proceeds of the timber cut on the disputed territory, (not the
net proceeds,) which appears clearly to me to mean that we
should have the whole amount, subject to such charges only
as may be strictly considered as incidental. But in the account
of expenditures they charge for seizing and securing timber
cut, or suspected to have been cut, a sum amounting to the sum
of £1327 13 7 currency. Expenditures under the control of
the Warden, £1519 9 6, a lumping charge without any de-
tail. Proceedings in Law, £968 19 7, detailed in part only;
and for constructing a Boom across the Aroostook River £1027
2 4, of which there can be no possible or reasonable right
for making us answerable for one cent; leaving, after some
other like charges, a balance acknowledged to be due us of
£3723 8 3i currency.

It was not expected, by the Commissioners who assisted in
the negotiation of the treaty, that the charges such as are
made would ever have been claimed, or if any charges were
made they would have been of small amount, and that the
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credits should fall so far short of what has actually been re-
ceived in the Province Treasury.

The tract, before it came into our acknowledged possession,
had been sadly stripped and wasted of its valuable timber, had
been depredated upon for years, and if the treaty had been
postponed a few years longer it would have been of very in-
considerable value to us. It seems to me, therefore, in my
humble judgment, that the account as it now stands is very
unsatisfactory as the proceeds for timber cut before the year
1829 is unaccounted for, and they have made charges which

are inadmissible, and unless they will pay the acknowledged
balance on account, it will be better to let the whole remain
unadjusted.

With great respect,

Your obedient very humble servant,

GEORGE W. COFFIN, Land Agent.
July 3d, 1845.
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Bangor, 3d July, 1845,
John G. Palfrey, Esq.,

Dear Sir, —Since my arrival at this place, I have had an in-
terview with the Hon. Edward Kent and John Otis, Esq., two
of the Maine Commissioners appointed to aid in the negotiation
of the treaty of Washington. Mr. Kent says that he made a
memorial to Mr. Webster, on the subject of what is termed the
Disputed Territory Fund ; that Mr. Webster submitted the
subject to the consideration of Lord Ashburton, and it was the
first information that his lordship had, that any such fund ex-
isted. His lordship replied, that Capt. McLaughlan, Warden
of the Territory, was then in the city of Washington, he would
immediately send for him, and inquire into the facts. Mc-
Laughlan soon came before them, and stated that a quantity of
timber had been seized at various times, and the proceeds had
been carried to the credit of the Disputed Territory, and was
called the Disputed Territory Fund. Lord Ashburton then
inquired what amount had thus been received. McLaughlan
replied, that a considerable sum had been received, but how
much he was not able to state, but that it had been mostly ex-
pended in defraying expenses, &c. Lord Ashburton seemed
quite indignant, that the property belonging to another govern-
ment had been charged with large expenses by the official
agents of the Province of New Brunswick, and said there
should not be any charges made, other than the common inci-
dental expenses which would naturally occur.

In pursuance of this understanding, the article of the treaty
was made a part of said treaty.

When I first visited New Brunswick in the year 1825, pur-
suant to a Resolve of the Legislature of Massachusetts, passed
the 16th February, 1825, I ascertained from several sources
that an amount equal to about. 30,000 tons of timber, had been
cut on the Disputed Territory in the year 1824, under licenses
from the Province of New Brunswick, and that sundry licenses
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had been issued for the year 1825, which, for some reason un-
known to me, were immediately recalled. Since that period,
annual depredations have been made on said territory, the tim-
ber seized and sold, and the proceeds deposited in the treasury
of the Province. How much has been received in this way, 1
hare no means of ascertaining, but no doubt it is very consid-
erable, which, together with what had been received previous
to 1825, must have been a very large amount. An account of
the thirty thousand tons before named, I transmitted to Mr.
Gallatin, when he was preparing an exhibit to lay before the
King of Holland for adjudication.

After the treaty of 1783, till about 1829 or ’3O, all the mon-
eys received from lands and timber went into the treasury of
the Crown, and since that period it has been allowed to go into
the Province treasury, which is, I suppose, the reason why the
account lately received goes no farther back than 1829. An
account similar to the one transmitted to Massachusetts, has
been received by the Governor and Council of this State, and
they are under some embarrassment what course to pursue. It
is probable Governor Anderson will communicate with Gov-
ernor Briggs, as they think it of some consequence that the two
States should proceed understandingly on this subject.

nefore I return to Boston, I shall pass through Fredericton,
and if I can gather any further information without intruding
myself too much upon the government of the Province, I shall
endeavor so to do.

Enclosed is a communication to Governor Briggs, although
I feel that it may be thought officious in me unasked; yet, I
think the Governor will be pleased to receive it, and give it
such consideration as may be deemed expedient and proper.

I am, with high consideration,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. VV. COFFIN.
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Land Office, Boston, 22d Aug. 1845,

His Excellency Geokge N. Briggs,
Governor of Massachusetts:

Sir, —I had the honor to address a communication to Your
Excellency, a short time since, in relation to the account ren-
dered from the Province of New Brunswick, of the receipts
carried to the credit of the Disputed Territory Fund. I have
since had occasion to pass through the city of Fredricton, and
while there, I called upon a gentleman whom I had formerly
been acquainted with at that place. He told me, that previous
to the year 1829, all the receipts for timber cut on the Disputed
Territory, were merged with the other receipts of the Treasury,
and that no person but himself was conversant, or would be
able, from the entries in the Province books, to ascertain what
amount had been received from that territory. He said, how-
ever, that as he was a subordinate officer of the Province, he
was unwilling to volunteer in making such a research; but if
a requisition was made upon the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, or the person having in custody the. books of the Crown
Land Office, to furnish a statement from the beginning, a cor-
rect account may be made out without much difficulty. In
order to obtain such a requisition, it seems to me to be ne-
cessary, that the British Minister at Washington should be
requested to cause such an account to be transmitted. I am
well satisfied, that the account already furnished, contains but
a small part of the amount which is justly due, and ought, of
right, to be paid over to the States.

1 am, with great respect,

Your obedient servant,

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent


