
SENATE No.No. 16.

Ordered. That Messrs. Stone and Wheatland be a Commit-
tee, with such as the House may join, to consider and report
on the expediency of so altering the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth, as that, in the year 1848, and every fourth year
thereafter, the Governor, Lieut. Governor, Senators and Rep-
resentatives, shall be chosen on the day designated by a law of
the United States, for the choice of Electors of President and
Vice President.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Jan. 16, 1846.

Concurred, and Messrs. Maynard, of Westboro’, Marsh, of
Springfield, Brackett, of Woburn, Mears, of Boston, and Par-
sons, of Sandisfield, are joined.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

eommornmaltt) of jUaßsaojußtiW.

In Senate, Jan. 16, 1846.
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The Committee to whom was referred an order to inquire into
the expediency of amending the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth, so that in 1848, and every fourth year thereafter,
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators and Repre-
sentatives, may be chosen on the day designated by an act
of Congress, passed January 23d, 1845, for the choice of
Electors of President and Vice President, have attended to
the duty assigned them, and make the following

The evils which grew out of the practice of choosing Electors
of President and Vice President in the several States, on differ-
ent days, had become so great, that the first act passed by the
28th Congress at their second session, held immediately after
the presidential election of 1844, was an act, in accordance
with a provision in the Constitution of the United States, to de-
signate and establish a particular day on which the voters
throughout the whole Union should give in their votes for
electors. These evils consisted, partly in the practice of trans-
porting voters from one State to another, so that, in (he choice
of electors, they might vote in both, and partly in the system-
atic falsehoods perpetrated in relation to the results of those
elections, and in the scarcely less vicious practice of excessive
betting on those results.

Considering the nature and the extent of the evils which led
to the passage of theabove named act, and the great unanimity
with which it was supported, the strongest probability exists
that the act itself will remain unaltered. The day designated
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by Congress, was the Tuesday next after the first Monday in
November. This is the day on which the annual elections are
held in the States of New York and New Jersey, and as the
former State is the most populous in the Union, it was proba-
bly in compliment to her that the above named day was se-
lected.

Believing in the permanence of this law, your Committee
have considered the effects which would, in this Common-
wealth, result from its passage. Electors of President being
chosen but once in four years, it is plain that, in the three in-
tervening years, the law in question would have no effect
whatever. And the day on which our State officers are now
chosen, having been recently adopted, after much considera-
tion, had better, in these intervening years, remain unchanged.
But in those years in which electors of President are chosen,
some new provision seems to be desirable. The day appointed
by our State Constitution on which to hold the meetings for the
choice of Governor, is. as all will recollect, the second Monday
of November. The day, designated by the act of Congress for
choosing electors, is the Tuesday next after the first Monday in
November: and it follows that the choice of electors will always
occur six days prior to the time now appointed for holding the
annual elections in this State.

Heretofore, it has been the custom, in this State, to vote for
electors on the same day and at the same meeting in which the
votes were cast for Governor, and all our past experience has
gone to prove that the business of choosing our State officers
and electors can just as well be accomplished in one day as in
more.

With the people of Massachusetts, and, indeed, of all the
Eastern States, it is emphatically true that “time is money.”
Should the next presidential election be as warmly contested
as the two last have been, it is probable that Massachusetts, in
1848, will poll as many as 150,000 votes. In the cities and
populous villages, many of the voters can deposit their ballots
in the ballot box without much loss of time. But throughout
the interior of the Commonwealth, in a great majority of cases,
the going to town meeting is the work of the day, and. to a con-
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siderable extent, it is so everywhere. In addition to this, we
ought to take into the account the laborious duties discharged
on every day of a general election by as many as 1500 town
and city officers throughout the Commonwealth.

If the number of voters in 1848 be not over-estimated at
150,000, and we consider the loss of lime to each voter to be on
an average equal to 50 cents, we shall have a loss to the indus-
trial interests of the Commonwealth, equal to the annual State
tax, occasioned by the attending one supernumerary election.

Your Committee would not he understood to disapprove the
present frequency of elections. The annual deposit of votes in
the ballot box, serves as a kind of safety-valve to admit the es-
cape of the steam of public excitement; but your Committee
also believe that the use of too many safety-valves would seri-
ously injure the working of the engine.

Let us suppose that the people of this Commonwealth ad-
here to the times for holding elections, as now established, and
give in their votes for electors only, on the day appointed by
the act of Congress, and suppose that the returns of the votes
thus given, are collected and published with a celerity which
has repeatedly excited the surprise and the gratitude of the
people of this State, and the undissembled wonder of the peo-
ple of every other; and it should be found as has heretofore
been the case, that the two great political parties in this Com-
monwealth were nearly balanced; the intervening time till the
choice of State officers on the second Monday of said month,
would undoubtedly be marked by an intensity of electioneer-
ing effort, which even the peaceable and orderly citizens of
Massachusetts might not engage in quietly. What has been
stated above as a supposition, must appear to every one who
reflects on our past history, as a course of events whose occur-
rence would be quite probable.

Your Committee would therefore recommend that the Con-
stitution of this Commonwealth be so amended, that the choice
of State officers and electors may take place on the same day,
as has been the case heretofore.

By adopting this recommendation, no principle of our Con-
stitution will be altered, our former usages will be retained, no
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considerable expense will be likely to be incurred, and time
enough will elapse before such an amendment will go into
operation, for the amendment to go through the required forms
in the Legislature, and be submitted to the people at their an-
nual meetings in March or April, without any necessity of
calling special meetings for that purpose.

JOSEPH STONE, Chairman

order of the Committee,
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In the year 1848, and every fourth year thereafter, the meet-
ings for the choice of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators
and Representatives, shall be holden on the Tuesday next after
the first Monday in November, so long as said day shall con-
tinue to be established by a law of the United States, as the
day on which the choice of Electors of President and Tice
President shall be made.

All the other provisions of this Constitution, respecting the
elections and proceedings of the members of the General Court
or any other officers and persons whatsoever, that have refer-
ence to the second Monday of November, shall be so far altered,
as to have like reference to the elections to be held on the
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in accor-
dance with the foregoing provisions of this amendment.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution inconsistent
with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly an-
nulled.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.


