
SENATE. No. 30.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to which
was committed the Petition of the Boston Wharf Company,
praying leave to continue their wharf to the lines provided
in the act approved March 26, 1845,

That they have given the parties interested, for and against
the said petitioners, a full hearing; and having personally
viewed the premises and considered the proofs, arguments and
facts in the case, they are satisfied by the most ample testi-
mony, as well as by their personal examination, that the peti-
tioners who have, during the last season, extended their works
to the northerly lines of the act approved March 26, 1845,
have not thereby crossed over “ any creek or channel,” or over
any sheet of water of any value to the public more than com-
mon flats, or navigable for any useful purpose. That the
place across which the Boston Wharf has been so extended,
was “a gully” merely, in the flats, where, it was soon divided
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up and lost. That it led neither to the sea nor to the land—but
towards ihe rocks, ledges and sand banks, which run out
northerly and westerly from the shore. Your Committee are
of opinion, that the Boston wharf has done a benefit, rather
than an injury, by crossing this gully—and that, so far as said
wharf has been extended, it is beneficial to navigation and the
public. These limits under the act aforesaid, are still six hun-
dred feet short of that fixed by the Commissioners appointed
in 1837, to define the lines of the channel of Boston harbor;
and the erection of such a structure upon the easterly side of
Fore Point Channel, to confine the waters in the channel, is in
strict conformity with the views of that Board of Commission-
ers, and of the second Board of Commissioners appointed in
1839; and accords also with the general law of 1840, defining
the lines of that part of Boston harbor.

The Committee have been unable to see any thing in the
case rendering it improper to confirm these limits. The act of
1845, expressly provided that its “ provisions shall in no wise
affect the legal rights of any persons or corporations whatever
and we are of opinion that it docs not affect any equitable rights
of any such persons.

The petitioners appear to have acted under the advice of
able counsel, engineers and experienced men, in making their
late erection, and, in the opinion of the Committee, they have
not crossed any creek or channel navigable or useful to the
public, nor such as should deprive them of the full benefit of
their grant aforesaid ; and they have unanimously agreed upon
the Bill, which is herewith respectfully submitted.

Per order of the Committee
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Six.

AN ACT

To confirm “ An Act to authorize the Boston Wharf
Company to extend their Wharf.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Boston Wharf Company are here-
-2 by authorized and empowered to extend and main-
-3 tain their wharf, in South Boston, to the extent and
4 within the limits specified in that portion of the act,
5 entitled “An Act to authorize the Boston Wharf
6 Company to extend their Wharf,” approved on the
7 twenty-sixth day of March, in the year one thousand
8 eight hundred and forty-five, which precedes the
9 word “ provided” : and shall have all and the same

10 rights and privileges, and may extend their wharf or
11 wharves in the same manner, as if the provision in
12 the act aforesaid relating to “ any creek or channel”
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13 had never been inserted therein, hereby confirming
14 the act aforesaid, without such provision or limita-
-15 tion: and declaring that the line established by the
16 act concerning the harbor of Boston, passed on the
17 seventeenth day of March, in the year one thousand
18 eight hundred and forty (known as “the commis-
-19 sioners’ line) shall be the lino on Fore Point Channel,
20 beyond which said wharf shall not be extended in a
21 westerly direction. And nothing in this act con-
-22 tained, shall be so construed as to authorize said
23 Boston Wharf Company to extend their wharf east-
-24 erly, any further than the line of their legal easterly
25 boundary line continued ; or so as to cross the legal
26 western boundary lines of flats belonging to any
27 other proprietors extended in the same direction in
28 which they now run, or of the westerly lines of flats
29 legally belonging to any such other proprietors, if
30 extended—nor to lay vessels easterly of the last
31 mentioned line or claim dockage therefor any longer
32 than the same shall remain otherwise unappropriated
33 by this Commonwealth.

BOSTON WHARF COMPANY. [Feb. 1846.]


