
SENATE No..No. 65.

House of Representatives, January 15, 1846.
Ordered, That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates

to the Taritf and the Protective Policy be referred to a special
Joint Committee, to consist of

Messrs. Stevens, of Andover;
Clark, of Southampton:
Hale, of Haverhill:
Platnee, of Lee, and
Wilmarth, of Attleboro’,

with such as the Senate may join.
Sent up for concurrence.

C. W. STOREY, Clerk.

Senate, January 17, 1846. Concurred, and Messrs. Cary,
Scudder, Shepard and Kyle are joined.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

Commontocaltli of Alaooacfiuoctto.



[March,2 THE TARIFF.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred so much
of the Governor’s Address as relates to the tariffand the pro-
tective policy,

That while the country is in doubt what measures may be
adopted by the national government, under the change of poli-
cy that has been announced by the present administration, the
assertion by the chief magistrate of this Commonwealth of that
principle in the Constitution on which the laws of the Union
concerning revenue and domestic manufactures have hitherto
been founded, is, in their opinion, well timed as it is forcible
and just.

He has placed the subject in so clear a light, that nothing
further is required to show that the right to protect a commu-
nity, in its domestic occupations, from the interference of for-
eign rivalry, is inherent in every sovereignty; that when this
right was yielded by each State in the Union to the general
government, it was given that it might be exercised with addi-
tional energy; that having been entirely yielded up, it has
passed out of the several States; and that, if the national gov-
ernment now disclaims it as a power not belonging to itself, it
exists nowhere, a conclusion that is forbidden in language of

as high authority as exists among us, that of Mr. Madison.
Neither is it necessary to add any thing to the passage of the

address which has been referred to this Committee, to show that

the successive Presidents of the Union, until a recent period,
have admitted the existence of this power of protection and
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regarded its exercise as a duty. It was presented to early no-
tice by Washington; and was recognized by his successors, until
its use was emphatically recommended by General Jackson,
with particular reference to the advantage of agriculture. Plac-
ing that interest in the foreground, he pointed out the benefits
which the whole country would derive from the market that
would be provided, by manufactures for agricultural products.

Nor is there, in the opinion of this Committee, any just cause
to doubt that the advantages which were thus foreseen have
followed the policy that has been adopted. That remarkable
variety in production which is incident to the diversity of our
climate has found mutual exchange and consumption to a vast
extent, free of all duty, in the markets that have grown up
among ourselves. The country is steadily supplied with man-
ufactured articles at low rates. Those who furnish them are
chiefly withdrawn from agricultural labor; and become, as was
hoped, the consumers, instead of the producers, of bread stuffs
and provisions. And when they were recently disturbed in
their labor by the gradual reduction of the tariff, the farmers,
certainly, found no reason to rejoice. They shared in the gen-
eral depression of the country, although corn was then admit-
ted at a reduced rate of duty under the sliding scale in Eng-
land, and her manufactures were admitted at reduced rates
here.

If cotton, which must share in the fluctuations of commerce,
has been lower than its producers believe it need be, their an-
ticipations of improvement from a change of policy seem to be
without support from past experience. It had rarely been lower
than it became at the period just mentioned, when the partial
abandonment of the protective system was producing its natu-
ral effect, and our own establishments were embarrassed by the
introduction of such foreign goods as came into competition
with our own. And when the system, which has proved so
beneficial, was restored under the late administration, to stop
this ruinous competition, the whole amount of foreign imports
which is supposed to be so important to the price of cotton
was not found to be diminished, but to have increased; because,
while industry is successful among us, new classes of people,
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even in Lowell and other manufacturing towns, find ready
means to become purchasers in large quantities of those more
valuable goods which are not manufactured here. Yet, the
present Chief Magistrate of the nation and the Secretary of
the Treasury, not only propose to abandon the principle of pro-
tection to American manufactures, sustained by every former
administration, but recommend a tariff of duties operating di-
rectly against this principle. The evidence of this appears in
the fact that, by the tariff now recommended, much higher
duties are to be levied on numerous articles not manufactured
in this country, than on a number of others which comprise
some of our own principal manufactures.

Among the reasons assigned for a change of our policy, a
proposed change in that of England is pointed to for our exam-
ple. But England has maintained a protective policy with
rigor, until the rivalry of other nations has rendered a change
expedient. In many branches of art she formerly possessed
skill which was unknown to others, and hardly needed the ex-
clusion of any thing that could be furnished from abroad. Her
protection was in exercise to keep secret within herself the pro-
cess of her fabrics ; and her artificers, at no very remote period,
were prevented, by penalties, from leaving the kingdom, lest
they might carry among foreigners the mysteries of their craft.*
And now, when the increase of skill abroad diminishes the
want of her supplies, a watchful guardianship over her manu-
factures appears to be the leading principle of her policy, which
is only made to conform to a change of circumstances that pe-

* By the laws ofEngland, the artificer who should venture abroad with any such design
and not return within six months after warning given him by a British ambassador was
deemed an alien, forfeited his lands and goods, and was made incapable of receiving any
legacy or gift j and whoever was convicted of inducing him so to go, was punished with
heavy fines and imprisonment. In the reign of George the Third it was further enacted,
that if any person should contract with or endeavor to persuade any artificer concerned in
printing calicoes, cottons, muslins or linens of any sort, or in preparing tools or utensils for
such manufactory, to go out of the kingdom, he should forfeit five hundred pounds and be
imprisoned for twelve months 3 and for a second offence, he should forfeit one thousand
pounds, with imprisonment for two years. Additional provisions of thisnature were enacted
after the close of our revolutionary war, and these laws were not finally repealed until the
fifth year of the reign of George the Fourth, 1824, when our own manufactures were in suc-
cessful progress.
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culiarly affects herself. She has abolished the duty on cotton,
because it is a raw material for the use of her manufacturers,
who find our own cotton cloths are now carried successfully to
the most distant regions of the earth, and that some new ad-
vantage is necessary for competition with us. She proposes to
reduce the duty on bread stuffs and provisions, but it seems to
be chiefly that her manufacturers may find it more easy to sub-
sist. If she proposes to reduce the duties on any articles of
manufacture that resemble her own, the change is almost nom-
inal; for it is well known that they can hardly be sent to her
with advantage from any quarter. Our position has but little
resemblance to hers. It is, indeed, almost the reverse of it;
and what may be very judicious for a nation so differently
situated would be equally unwise and dangerous for us.

There is reason, then, to believe, that those among us who
look for advantages from the reduction of our tariff will be dis-
appointed; and that the change is to be deprecated for the
whole country. We seek, however, no special legislation for
this part of it.
If calm deliberation in the national councils shall lead to the

conclusion that it is best to hazard the evils that are foreseen,
Massachusetts is able to take her chance with the rest of the
Union and to sustain herself as long as others can bear the
trial, if it must come.

But if those who protest, themselves, against partial legisla-
tion really intend to expose the labor of New England to the
experiment under one rate of duty for her principal fabrics,
while they add one half to that rate for the security of States
further south, the Committee see cause for just complaint in
such a design.

And on a view of the whole matter, the Committee recom-
mend the adoption of the accompanying resolutions.

All which is respectfully submitted

TUGS. G. CARY, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Relating to the Tariff and Protective Policy.

Resolved, That the Legislature of Massachusetts cordially
responds to the views presented by His Excellency the Gov-
ernor, in his annual address, showing that it belongs to the
General Government, not only as a power but a duty, to give
encouragement to manufactures, as recommended by General
Washington, through the “protective duties,” sanctioned by
Mr. Jefferson and enforced by his successors.

Resolved, That, while it rests with the National Government
to decide when and how far that power shall be exercised, in
the opinion of this Legislature the beneficial effects of the pro-
tective system on agriculture that were particularly pointed
out by General Jackson have been realized ; that the present
tariff is advantageous to every part of the country, giving to
labor the security that is required against rivalry from foreign
pauperism, while it raises no more of revenue than is indispen-
sable, and provides steady supplies ofmost of the manufactures
that are used by the poor at lower rales than they have ever
been obtained elsewhere; and that its repeal, in the general
prosperity thatexists, would be ill-timed and injurious through-
out the Union.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Six.
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Resolved, That, while the people of Massachusetts ask no
special legislation for their own benefit, they protest against
the discrimination which it is proposed to make against them,
by fixing higher rates of duty for the security of labor in the
Middle and Southern States than for their own.

And resolved further, That at a time when war is mentioned
in the national councils as by no means improbable, any pro-
posal that tends to discourage the fisheries, the nursery of our
seamen, is impolitic in a national view.




