
SENATE No.,I\o. 80.

ReportOf The Committee on Railways and Canals. to whom wasreferred
the petition of S. O. Richardson and others,

The petitioners ask leave to construct a road from Salem to
South Reading, or from South Danvers to South Reading, there
making a junction with the Boston and Maine Rail-road. The
petitioners did not object to a junction with the Essex Rail-road
at South Danvers, and therefore the Committee considered it
as an application for a road between South Reading and Dan-
vers only. Within these limits, its length would be 7.50 miles;
the distance from the junction to Boston would be 9.37 miles—-
making the distance from South Danvers to Boston by this
line 16.87 miles. The estimated cost of the road is about
$175,000.

The petitioners rely for support upon the travel and business
of Salem, Danvers and Lynnfield to and from Boston, and the
business between the same towns and the interior towns of
Middlesex and Essex counties.

The Committee are of opinion, that it would not be able to
take the travel from Salem and Danvers to any considerable ex-
tent.
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The business of Lynnfield would he accommodated by the
proposed road. But that town has a population of only about
800, and cannot, therefore, contribute very largely to the sup-
port of such a road.

The interior travel and business relied upon, would probably
be realized only in part. With a few towns in Middlesex
county, there would be, by such a road, a communication of
considerable public utility. The business of the Readings,
Sloneham and Woburn would be benefited by a more easy in-
tercourse with Danvers and its vicinity. But the connexion of
Danvers and Salem with the interior and Merrimack River
towns of Essex county, and with Lowell, would be more direct
by the Essex Rail-road and the Lowell and Andover Rail-road.

The Committee, therefore, are of opinion that a sufficient ex-
igency is not made out to warrant the grant of such a charter,
and report that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their
petition.

THOS. HOPKINSON, Chairman.

order of the Committee.






