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I transmit herewith to the Honorable House, for the informa-
tion of the two branches, the Report of the Adjutant General
of the Commonwealth, for the last political year.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.

Council Chamber, January 18, 1847.

To the House of Representatives;
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Adjutant General’s Office, )

Boston , Jan. IS, 1847. )

To His Excellency , Geo. N. Briggs,
Governor and Commander in Chief:

Sir, —I have the honor to communicate herewith, my Report
for the year 1846, and to remain,

With sentiments of high respect,
Your very obedient servant,

H. K. OLIVER,
Adjutant General.

GTommontoraUi) of jHassactjttsetta*
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Adjutant General’s Office, j

Boston, December 31st, 1846. v

To His Excellency , George N. Briggs,
Governor and Commander in Chief:

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency, in
accordance with the requirements of the law, my Annual Re-
port for the year 1846, containing Abstracts from the Division
and Brigade Returns of the Active Volunteer Militia of the
Commonwealth, Abstracts from the Returns of the “ Enrolled,”
or Inactive “ Militia,” as made by the assessors of the several
cities and towns, and tabular statements of the amount of
Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, Military Equipments, &c., depos-
ited in the Arsenals at Cambridge and Boston, and under my
care as Quarter Master General.

The aggregate military force of the Commonwealth may be
exhibited under two views; the one being the union of the
Enrolled Militia with the Active Militia, as given in the Re-
turns from the several Generals of Division, (see Table, p. 11,)
and the other the union of the Enrolled with the Active, as
given in the Returns of the several Brigade Inspectors, (see
Table, p. 14,) based upon the Autumnal Field Inspection Re-
turns of Captains of Companies. The Enrolled or Inactive
Militia for the year 1846, amounts to 90,349 men, being an in-
crease over the number returned in 1845 of 5879, and over that
in 1844, of 8817 men.

From the “Division Returns” above spoken of, the “Ac-
tive Volunteer Militia” is ascertained to have consisted, in May
last, of 5519, and from the “ Brigade Returns,” of 5490 men,

@ommontoealtfj of iHassadjuacUis.
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giving with the enrolled men an aggregate of 95,868, in the one
case, and of 95,839 in the other. Comparing these with the
corresponding results of the year 1845, there is an increase in
the Spring Returns of 8267, and in the Autumnal of 7922 men.
This increase is icholly in the Inactive Militia, since there is
shown, by a comparison of the Returns of the present year
with those of the year preceding, (pp. 11 and 14,) that there was
a decrease in the “ Active Militia ” of 550 men, at the May In-
spection, and of 847, at the Autumnal Parades—the latter being
a loss greater than that of the whole number of men in either
the 2d, 4th or 6th Brigades,— neither of which

,
at the present

time, contains a number greater than is proper for a single Reg-
iment. I beg leave to solicit the attention of your Excellency,
and that of the Legislature, to the facts which are exhibited in
the Tables and other statistical portions of this Report, as they
prove (it seems to me,) conclusively, that the present military
system of our State is rapidly falling into decay, and that, if
any show of arms is to be maintained, more stringent and vig-
orous appliances must be devised than any whicii now exist. I
invite special attention to the condition of the several compa-
nies, as exhibited in a subsequent part of the Report.

Before entering upon the more important portion of my Re-
port, I propose to speak, somewhat at large, of the Inactive or
Enrolled Militia.

The following Table gives the numbers for the years 1845
and 1846, with the increase or decrease in the several counties
since the former year.
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O 1 a
COUNTIES. : 1845. 1846. | j g COUNTIES. 1845. 1846. g £

2 " s S
!| - a S q

Essex, - 9,239 10,4641225 - Worcester, 13,189 13,051 - 138

Middlesex,- 15,050 16,1631113 - Franklin,- 2,875 3,043 168 -

Suffolk, - 4,446 9,1944748 - j Hampshire, 3,231 3,224 - 7

Norfolk, - 8,337 8,187 - 150 Hampden, 4,115 4,643 528

Bristol, - 8,918 8,434 - 484, Berkshire, 5,162 4,824 - 338

Plymouth, - 5,841 6,048 207

Barnstable, 2,999 2,177 - 822 Totals, - 84,470 90,349 7989 2110
Dukes, - 419 283 - 136] Subtract - 84,470 2110

Nantucket,- 649 614 - 35 Gain in 1846, 5,870 5879

Returns have been received from every city and town in the
Commonwealth, and from all, except the following, within the
period specified in the law :

Ashfield, Northampton, “Rochester,
Chelsea, Norwich, Savoy,
Chester, Paxton, Sunderland,
Conway, Pelham, Ware,
Dunstable, Plymouth, Williamstown.
Great Barrington,

Of the above, Conway and Rochester have been remiss two
consecutive years.

There have been, without doubt, in former years, very great
inaccuracies in making up these Returns. It was, probably,

I supposed to be a mere matter of form, of which no further use
was made, after reception at this office, than merely a record-
ing of the numbers and a filing away of the papers. Such is
not the fact. The aggregate of the whole military force of the
State is transmitted, as required by law, to the General Govern-
ment, and upon the number returned depends the quantity of
military supplies to which the State is annually entitled, under
the act of Congress of April 23d, 1808. In the hope of secur-
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ing greater attention to accuracy in the Returns, I addressed,
(in March last,) the subjoined circular to the assessors of each
city and town in the State :

Adjutant General’s Office,
Boston, March 2d, 1846.

To the Board ofAssessors:
Gentlemen, —The customary blank for the enrolment of the

Militia in your town, is forwarded this day. The following
synopsis of various acts, in relation to the Militia, will assist
you in making the enrolment.

Every able-bodied white male citizen, resident within this
Commonwealth, who is or shall be of the age of eighteen years,
and under the age of forty-five years, excepting persons enlisted
into volunteer companies, persons absolutely exempted by law,
idiots, lunatics, common drunkards, vagabonds, paupers, and
persons convicted of any infamous crime in this or any other
State, shall be enrolled in the Militia.

Under the phrase, “absolutely exempted by law,” are com-
prised the following persons, viz.the Vice President of the
United States, the officers, judicial and executive, of the gov-
ernment of the United States, the members of both houses of
Congress and their respective officers, all custom house officers
with their clerks, all post masters, post officers, post riders, and
stage drivers, who are employed in the care and conveyance of
the mail of the United States, all ferry-men employed at any
ferry on the post road, all inspectors of exports, all pilots, and
all mariners actually employed in the sea service of any citizen
or merchant within the United States.

The persons hereinafter mentioned are also absolutely ex-
empted, notwithstanding their age may be more than eighteen
years and less than forty-five years, viz.:

Justices of the supreme judicial court and court of common
pleas.

Judges of the municipal court and of probate.
Registers of probate and of deeds.
Sheriffs,

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
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All officers who have held, or may hereafter hold, commis-
sions in the army or navy of the United States, for the term of
five years.

All officers who have held, or may hereafter hold, commis-
sions in the militia of this or any other State of the United
States, for the term of five years, or who have been or shall be
hereafter superseded and discharged, or who have held, or shall
hereafter hold, commissions in any corps, at the time when it is
disbanded, and all staff officers, whose offices shall become va-
cant by the provisions of the seventy-third section.

Ministers of the gospel, of every denomination.
The superintendents, other officers and assistants, employed

in or about any department of the Massachusetts General Hos-
pital, in Boston and Charlestown, and in the State Lunatic
Hospital, at Worcester, during the time of such employment.

The officers and guards employed at the State Prison, in
Charlestown, and in any of the jails and houses of correction
in the Commonwealth; all engine-men throughout the Com-
monwealth, all persons of the religious denominations of Qua-
kers and Shakers.

Your particular attention is desired towards making the en-
rolment as accurate as possible, since, upon the aggregate
amount of our active and enrolled Militia, depends the amount
of military supplies annually issued to the State, by the general
government, under the act of Congress of April 23d, 1808;
which makes provision for arming and equipping the whole
body of the Militia of the United States. The Return, when
completed, is to be by you placed in the hands of the Town
Clerk, whose duty it is to record the names in the book of rec-
ord of the town, and, in the month of May or June, to transmit
the Roll to the Adjutant General. A penalty of “ not more than
five hundred nor less than twenty dollars,'’ for neglect, either on
the part of yourselves, or of the Town Clerk, is provided by the
law.

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY K. OLIVER, Adjutant General.

9
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On an examination of the Returns of the present year, favor-
able results of the experiment of issuing this circular were ap-
parent. Jn many instances, there was, indeed, a diminution,
hut in many others, a material increase, and the latter is much
greater than the former, and in all cases, there has been a man-
ifest care in making up the returns. The city of Boston gave
the greatest increase, and the greatest decrease was in the town
of New Bedford. The following is a list of those cities and
towns in which the variation, either way, exceeded one hun-
dred :

INCREASED. DECREASED.

Boston, ... 4595 Adams, ... 108

Cambridge, - - 193 Barnstable, - - 134

Danvers, ... 274 Dedham, - 161

Fairhaven, - - 215 j Edgartown, - - 150
Lowell, - 1010 | Harwich, - 179

Lynn, ... 388 Ipswich, ... 105

Methuen, - 140 ' New Bedford, - - 772

Nowburyport, - - 408 ; Newton, - - 175

Reading, - 105 Orleans, - - 206

Springfield, - - ClB j Provincetown, - - 350

Taunton, - - - 169 j Randolph, - - - 103
Woburn, - 142 Salem, ... 285

Worcester, -
- 256 Stockbridge, - - 233

! Westfield, - - - 252

Of the 311 cities and towns in the State, 153 increased, and
155 decreased their enrolment; one, Hull, gave the same
number, 25, and North Chelsea and Ashland, new towns,
gave, respectively, IG9 and 112. As has been already said, the
total enrolled Militia, for 1844, were given at 81,532, and, in
the present year, they amount to 90,349, showing an increase



1847.] 11SENATE—No. 5.

of 8817 during the past two years. This is a very great in-
crease, and yet it is not, I think, as great as an exact enrolment
would give, could it be made. There must be nearly 10,000
men not yet enrolled, judging from the ratio, (about 1 in 7,)
which the number of persons between the ages of 18 and 45,
the legal limitations of the enrolment, bears to the total popu-
lation in any given State or community.

I now proceed to exhibit the condition of theactive volunteer
Militia, as exhibited in the Returns of the past year, commen-
cing with those received from the several Generals of Division.
These are founded upon original documents, made out by com-
manding officers of companies, and at the Annual Inspection
on the last Wednesday in May. The table annexed presents
the result;

. * 1-3 I g
bo - r. • *3 • 2y 2 i . ,0-2

5! _• 3 = .
_ 3

*

—j £ i- -J 57) oi 3.z. .■= « = = < 7 a s *j h
| j >i i i s < £ s

Ist Div. > Ist Griff., Col. Spooner, 21 ISM 203 6G011M112 0„ nGen. Howe, 52d “ Gea. Dunham, 20 II - 170 419 90 7221 {
a ' J

2d Div. }3d Briff., Gen. Dana, 31 III!- 274 GOG 133 10150 )

Gen. Adams, s4ih “ “ Sutton, 22 17 - 232 400 60 830 J ° j
3d D;v. ) sth Briff., Gen. Hobbs, 9|- - 110 719 * 833|> fiGen. Neuleton, 5 Glh “ “ Jones, 32 11 - 219 517 -807 A *

133 76 96 1208,3U3|40353G9j 18 132 5519 550

“ Now abolished.
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The active militia, then, in May last, amounted to 5519 men.
Of these, there were absent from inspection, as

follows:
From.the First Brigade, - 321 men

“ “ Second “
- 144 “

“ “ Third “
- 282 i!

“ “ Fourth “
.... 269 “

“ “ Fifth “
- 156 “

“ “ Sixth “
... 81 “

“ “ Cadets of Ist Division, - 32 “

“ “ “ “ 2d “
- 41 “

1326 1
1 a \ Add, to this number of absentees, the
g= s Field and Staff Officers, - 138
c , *

And the members of the Brigade
z 5 Bands, - 76

1540

And there remain, as actually under arms and in-
spected on the 27th of May last, - 3979

This aggregate of absentees from the May Inspection, (greater
by 260 men than that of 1845,) is much greater than the aggre-
gate of any single Brigade in the service, and nearly equal to
an entire Division.

The present Militia Law allows 7000 men to constitute the
entire active military force, so that there was, in May last, a
deficiency of 1481 men, (7000'—5519,) exceeding the deficiency
in 1845 by 550. This is a very material decrease, being nearly
equal to the loss of an entire Regiment. Yet it will be per-
ceived, on recurrence to the Brigade Returns of the Field In-
spections held in September and October last, that there is there
a still greater deficiency.

I now proceed to give the results of the Fall Inspection Re-
turns, and to show, in detail, the actual condition of the several
Regiments, Battalions and Companies of our Troops, as they
appeared in the field. I beg leave to ask your Excellency’s
special attention to this portion of my Report, since it will con-
tain what, with but three exceptions, has fallen under my own
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personal observation. These three exceptions refer to the troops
of the sth and 11th Regiments, (Cols. Shattuck and Hawks,)
and of the Ist Battalion, (Major Bates,) of Light Infantry, the
Inspection of which took place upon days on which I was on
duty in remote parts of the State.

I have, however, seen each of them, in a former year. In
fact, within the period of three years, during which I have held
this office, I have seen and personally inspected or reviewed
every Regiment and Battalion of the State Volunteer Militia,
most of them three times, and, at the request of the command-
ing officers of regiments, have, in many instances, given instruc-
tion in the prescribed system of Tactics.

The entire Active Volunteer Militia of the State, as shown
in the Field Inspection Returns of the Brigade Inspectors, con-
sists of

Brigade Field and Staff Officers, . . 2.3 men.
Regimental “ “

. . 101 “

1 Troop of Cavalry, (“National Lancers,”) . 100 “

21 Companies of Artillery, . . 1121 “

58 “ “ Light Infantry, .
. . 3460 “

9 “ “ Riflemen, . . . 467 “

89 Companies, and 13 Regimental Bands,* . 195 “

5467 “

To this add, for the General Staff, . . 5 “

And for the Division Field and Staff, . 18 “

Total, ....5490 “

In the Report of the last year, the number of companies was
given at one hundred and six. (106.) The present Report
shows but eighty-nine, (89,) being a diminution of seventeen.
(17.) Of this number, 15 have been disbanded, and 2 were
absent from parade, and consequently not entered on the Brig-
ade Inspection Returns.

* Established by law, instead of “ Brigade Bands/' in 184G.
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Bands. Cavalry. Artillery. Infantry. Riflemen. Total. Division

Field
and
,

Staff. Cadets. Grand
Total. Decrease

since
184-5.

Ist Div. ? Ist Brig., Col. Spooner, - 3 24 40 100 221 767 108 1263 1 KGen. Howe, (, 2d “ Gen. Dunham, 4 11 30 191 418 103 757 \ b 80 ■ ‘

2d Div. \3d Brig., Gen. Dana, 4 22 32 213 548 150 969 \ I . 0nGen. Adams, $ 4th “ “ Sutton, 4 11 35 237 375 54 716 $ bd 1

3d Div. ? sth Brig., Gen. Hobbs, - 4 8 14 - 63 722 52 863 } \ qouGen. Neitleton, $ 6th “ “ Jones, 4 27 44 198 482 751 $
0 " j

23 103 195 100 1123 3312 467 5319 18 148 ' 5485 847

Add General Staff 5

__

5490
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The following Table exhibits their arrangement by Divisions and Brigades:
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We have here a total of . . . 5490 men.
Of this force there were absent from Inspection,
In the First Brigade,.... 442

“ Second “

. . . . 141
“ Third “

. . .243
“ Fourth “

. . . . 184
“ Fifth “

. . .115
“ Sixth “

. . .141
Cadets of First Division, . . 23

“ “ Second “
. .23

Field and Staff Officers, . . 33
1345

And there were actually on duty, . . . 4145 men.

This number of absentees, though smaller than that of the
May Parade, is much greater than the entireforce of any single
Brigade in the Commonwealth, and clearly indicates great lack
of interest in the militia service. In fact, there is no Brigade
in the State, excepting perhaps the First, that is more than
large enough for a mere Regiment, and no Division that con-
tains more men than enough for a mere Brigade.

The Table following exhibits the numerical strength of the
several Regiments and Battalions, as they were returned by the
Brigade Inspectors, with the number of men present and absent
at the Fall Parades. It gives, also, the number of companies
in each, and their present condition. Of this condition, I shall
give more precise information in another part of this Report.
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No- a*fn
~

, Total Condilion of Compa-of Pres- Ab- lotal. of each njes
r

Cos. ent. sent. arm.

National Lancers, Cavalry, 1 C 9 31 100 100 Flourishing.
Ist Reg’t, Col. Schonler, - 4 125 85 210 - | g Depressed.
2d “ “Bowler, - 4 208 50 258 - j 3 Depressed'

1 2 Flourishing.
3d “ “ Thayer, - 4 199 37 236 - 2 1 Fair. fd

( 1 Depressed.
C I Flourishing. It*

4th “ “ Hall, - - 4 159 50 209 - 2 1 Fair. £
( 2 Depressed,
C I Flourishing.

sth “ « Chace, - 4 193 49 242 - 2 1 Pair.
(_ 2 Depressed.

Groton, annex’d to sthLt.lnf. 1 53 5 58 - Flourishing.
Leominster, “ “ 9th do. 1 50 13 63 1276 Flourishing.
Cadets, Ist Division, - 1 57 32 89 - Flourishing. 1

“ 2d “
- - 1 40 23 63 - Fair.

C 4 Flourishing.
Ist Reg’t, Lt. Col. Edmands, 11 425 275 700 - 2 4 Fair.

(_ 3 Depressed.
C 3 Flourishing.

3d “ “ Ward, - 10 451 91 542 - 2 4 Fair.
( 3 Depressed.

4th “ “ Douglass,- 5 267 95 362 - I%KSseA . g
C !hC 1 Flourishing, m

sth « “ Shattuck, - 7 304 91 395 - 2 1 Pair. H
( 5 Depressed, H
C 2 Flourishing. %

6th “ “ Andrews, - 8 317 134 451 - 2 1 Fair.
I 5 Depressed. 3

Bth “ Capt. Newton, - 3 116 39 155 - 3 Depressed. 3
C 8 Flourishing. §

9th “ Col. Stewart, - 10 559 76 635 - 21 Pair.
( 1 Depressed.
C 2 Flourishing.

10th “ “ Edwards, - 4 187 50 237 - 2 1 Pair.
( 1 Depressed.
C 3 Flourishing.

11th “ « Hawks, - 5 244 43 287 - 21 Fair.
C 1 Depressed.

Ist Batt., Maj. Bates,* - 3 107 28 135 - j \ depressed
3d “ “ Stiles,f 2 18 59 77 4198 2 Depressed.

* Since disbanded, and companies joined to Bth Regiment,
t Since disbanded —one company extinct, and one joined to 3d Regiment.

The organization of the Troops, as given in Brigade Inspec-
tion Returns for the year, consists of Three Divisions and Six
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Brigades, comprising one Troop of Cavalry, Five Regiments
and two annexed Companies ofArtillery; two Divisionary Com-
panies, nine Regiments and two Battalions of Light Infantry.

The. disbandment, however, of certain companies since the
Inspection Returns were received, has rendered necessary some
variation in the above arrangement, so that, at the date of this
Report, (Dec. 31st,) the organization consists of Three Divis-
ions and Six Brigades, comprising One Troop of Cavalry and
Five Regiments, and two annexed companies of Artillery; two
Divisionary Corps and nine Regiments of Light Infantry.

The Three Battalions ofLight Infantry, the First, Third and
Fourth, spoken of in the Report of 1845 under the head of the
organization for that year, are extinct. The reduced and in-
efficient condition of the several Companies B, C and D, of the
Fourth, (Topsfield, Bradford and Boxford,) required the dis-
bandment of them all, and the Battalion was consequently an-
nihilated. Company A, (Quincy,) of the Third, becoming re-
duced to fewer than twenty privates, was disbanded, and the
remaining Company, O, (Hingham,) was annexed to the Third
Regiment, and the Battalion ceased to exist. The extinction
of the First, as a separate corps, became necessary from the
following circumstances. The Fifth Brigade (Worcester Coun-
ty,) originally consisted of the Eighth and Ninth Regiments.
Of these, the Eighth, (South Worcester,) became reduced to
but three companies, two in Worcester and one in Upton. The
latter is in a very precarious state, and cannot long survive.
Containing, then, but three companies, the Regiment was no
longer entitled to its separate organization as such, and must
have been reduced to a mere Battalion. The Brigade, then,
would have consisted of merely a single Regiment and a Bat-
talion, a force too small for a Brigade. It must, then, have
been disbanded, and, with the disbandment of the Brigade, must
have followed, (as a matter of course,) the disbandment of the
Division, since, after the loss of the Fifth Brigade, (Worcester,) it
would have contained only the Sixth Brigade, (Franklin, Hamp-
shire and Hampden,) the Ninth Regiment and a single Battal-
ion of two companies,—a force not adequate to be organized as
a Division. So that, unless the Eighth Regiment could have

3
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been preserved by transferring troops from a stronger Brigade,
the whole military organization of the central and western parts
of the State would have been broken up. To prevent this, I
addressed a communication to the Honorable Council, under
date of the 28th September last, recommending that the Com-
mander in Chief should, by virtue of the Militia Act of 1840,
be empowered to adopt such measures, as the necessities of the
case might seem to require. The subject was taken into con-
sideration and an order of Council passed, on the second of
October, “ authorizing the Governor to make such alterations
in the present arrangement of the several Regiments and Bat-
talions of Light Infantry, as may, in his judgment, be neces-
sary to preserve the integrity of the present organization.”

Under the authority thus conferred, the First Battalion of
Light Infantry, belonging to the South Western part of Nor-
folk County,was detached from theFirst Brigade and disbanded,
and the three companies of which it was composed, A, B and
C, (Walpole, Medfield and Bellingham,) were incorporated into
the Eighth Regiment. By this arrangement, a Battalion was
lost, but a Regiment, a Brigade and a Division were saved.

In my Report for 1845, (p. 11,) reference is made to the
granting of petitions for the formation of three new companies
of Light Infantry, I. (Monson) and G. (Adams) of the 10th,
and E. (West Boylston,) of the Bth Regiment. The petition-
ers failed to accomplish -their object, and the companies were
never organized.

During the past year but a single company has been organ-
ized, D, (“ Boston Light Guard,”) of the Ist Regiment ofLight
Infantry. A petition for another, H, (Salem,) of the Sixth
Regiment, was granted on the 14th November, and the usual
period of six months allowed for its organization. By our
Militia Law,* the Commander in Chief may grant petitions, or
authorize the Mayor and Aldermen of any city, or the select-
men of any town in the Commonwealth, to grant petitions for
raising companies at large, the number of companies being lim-
ited to one hundred and twenty, and the number of men, to
seven thousand. Were the military zeal of the Commonwealth
such, that the full number of companies allowed were raised,

Sect. 11, Digest of Militia Law,
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some difficulty might ensue from these two provisions. The
law allows sixty-eight men to each company,* and in a full
complement of one hundred and twenty companies, we should
have 8160 men. Judging, however, from past experience and
present prospects, the danger of any serious clashing between
these apparently contradictory provisions, is infinitessimal.

During the year 1846, three hundred and thirteen (313) offi-
cers of various grades have beencommissioned, including those
of the rank of Fourth Lieutenant established in 1846, and one
hundred and fifty-five (155) have been discharged.

The grades are set forth in the following table :
Commissioned. Discharged.

Brig. General, ... 0 ... 1
Colonels, .... 2 ... 3
Lieutenant Colonels, .. 2 ... 2
Majors, . ... 5 ... 4
Staff Officers, . . .22 . . .20
Captains, . . .39 . . .48
Lieut’s, (Ist, 2d, 3d and 4th) 243 . . .77

313 155
Since the first of January last, there have been disbanded,

in consequence of reduction in numbers and inefficient condi-
tion, the following companies, viz :

First Division.
Nov. 30th, Company A, (Quincy,) 3d Batt. Lt. Infantry.

Second Division.
May 4th, Company B, (Bradford,) 4th Batt. Lt. Infantry.
Sept. 11th, “ C, (Boxford,)

“ “ D, (Topsfield,) “

“ “ F, (Cambridge,) 4th Reg. Lt. Infantry.
“ “ H, (Lynn,) 6th 11 “

Sept. 17th, “ E, (Malden,) 4th “

“ 24th, “ B, (Charlestown,) “ “

Nov. 16th, [< D, ( “ ) “ “

* A few companies are privileged to hold a higher number.

�
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Third Division.
April 6th, Company A, (Longmeadow,) 10thReg. Lt.lnfan’y.

“ “ A, (Milford,) Bth “ “

July 23d, “ 13, (Ludlow,) 10th “ “

Sept. 11th, “ B, (Greenfield,) 3d “ Artillery.
Dec. 12th, Comp’y of Artill’y in Milford, annexed to Bth Lt. Inf.

“ 15th, “ F, (Conway,) 11th Lt. Infantry.

As was the case last year, there are several Companies which
are in a greatly reduced condition, and, I think, cannot long
survive. Of these, are the following, viz.:

Company B, (Lexington,) Ist Regt. Artillery.
“ A, (Shelburne,) 3d “ “

“ D, (Norton,) 4th “ “

“ H, (South Reading,) 4th “ Lt. Infantry.
“ G, (Boxborough,) sth “ “ “

“ F, (Danvers,) 6th “ “ “

“ D, (Upton,) Bth “ “ “

“ A, (Deerfield,) 11th “ “ “

Unless some very favorable turn takes place, these companies
will not survive another year. I might easily enlarge the
above list, though the companies which I might add, are in
rather better condition than any of those cited.

The present organization was authorized by an “Order in
Council of April 17th,” and carried into effect by a “General
Order” of April 28th, 1840. At that date, there were 142 com-
panies in the service, comprising 7223 men. At the date of
this Report, there are 93 companies, comprising 5490 men,
showing a diminution of 49 companies and 1733 men. Begin-
ning with the above date, and coming down to the close of the
year 1846, there have been organized and disbanded, of com-
panies of Cavalry, Artillery, Light Infantry and Riflemen,
raised at large, as follows ;
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Organized. Disbanded.
1840, 5 companies. 15 companies.
1841, 4 “ 27 “

1842, 4 “ 4 “

1843, 4 “ 2 “

1844, 6 “ 2 “

1845, 5 “ 13 “

1846, 1 “ 15 “

29 “ 78 “

29 “

Excess of disbandments, 49 “

comprising 1733 men.
Deducting this excess from the number of companies in exist-
ence in 1840, (142 —49,) we have 93 as the present number.
Of these, I now proceed to speak more particularly.

To enable me to lay before your Excellency, with the greatest
practicable accuracy, the exact condition of each, I addressed
to the several commanding officers, on the 24th of November
last, the following Special Order :

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head Quarters, Boston , Nov. 2Aih, 1846.
Special Order.

To the Commanding Officer of Company of the
Regiment of

You will append the requisite answers to the questions pro-
pounded below, and return this document to the office of the
Adjutant General, with the least possible delay.

1. How many of the present members of the company under
your command have served

More than More than More than
One year or less j°re l *ian onc two and not three and not four and riot Five years
than one year ? and not over two ovcr three over four over five and upwards?years years ? years ? years ?

CDa
<
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2. Of those who have served five years, or more than five,
how many regularly reenlisted, for another period of five years,
by signing again the Company’s Book of enlistment'? And how
many omitted so to do?

3. Do you consider your Company to be in a flourishing, or
in a depressed condition ? If the latter, what do you consider
as the cause ?

Particular care in making out this document, and the utmost
promptitude in transmitting it, must be observed.

The answers given in compliance with this order enable me
to include the condition of the companies in the following Table,
and they show, most satisfactorily, the difficulties under which
the system now labors. No persons in the service are so well
qualified to form just opinions of its practical working, as
commanding officers of companies. They are more closely en-
gaged in connection with the inner machinery of the whole,
and they, better than any others, can tell where its excellences
may aid, or its defects may obstruct. A very free expression
of opinion has been given by them in reply to the third inter-
rogatory, and I shall take occasion to make copious extracts
from their remarks. The table exhibits the effective force of
each company in the service, and shows the number of men
present and absent at the last Fall Inspection, the letter by
which it is designated in the Regiment, the city or town to
which it belongs, and the date of its organization, so far as it
could be ascertained.

I invite special attention to these details. They have been
prepared with much care and with great labor, and will aid in
the attainment of correct ideas of the actual condition of the
several companies.

H. K. OLIVER, Adjutant General.
order of the Commander-in-Chief.
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Com- -j
Of what City or Town, pany let- When organized. Condition. To § g

ter. sS I g £

E4S ■<

S fBoston.
< i Not
i ( “Nat’nal Lancers,” letter’d October 3, 1836, Flourishing, 100 69 31

ARTILLERY.

g f Concord, - - A July 10, 1804, Fair,- -i6B | 30 38
S Ig 1 Lexington, B iOot. 17, 1783, Depressed, - (No r’turn for
S } j J1846
Pi Waltham, - - C (May 7, 1785, Fair, - -j57 ; 46 11

j
[Charlestown, - D Oct. 15, 1831, Depressed, -j46 I 33 13

e; fNewburyport, - A May 7, 1785, Flourishing, 48 |44 4
z I
s I Gloucester,- - B May 10, 1787, 1 Depressed, -146 1 28 18
1 1

(5 Lynn,- C March 23, 1804,j “ 68 '6O 8

<5 [Salem, - -I D March 31, 1834, “ 64(44 20

e; f Shelburne, - - A July 1, 1800, “ 42 14 28
a
a Northampton, - C June 20, 1801, i Flourishing, 62 |5O 12
g ■>

pj | Belchertown, - D Dec. 9. 1788 ?* j “ 59 157 2
« [Plainfield, - - E Feb. 16, 1792 ? 1 Fair, - - 44 138 6

g f Abington, - - A Dec. 24, 1787 ? “ GG '59 7

S I Plymouth, - - B Sept. 9,178 G ? Depressed, - 49 41 8
2 *i

PS | Hanover, - - C March 5, 1802, Flourishing, 33 30 3

4! L Norton, - - D 1783 ? Depressed, - 53 28 25

h fBoston, (Boston) - A May 7, 1785, Fair, - -!07 j 53 14
wg “ (Columbian) B 'June 17, 1798, Depressed, -j39 | 33 6
g

C 4 j «(Washington) C May 29, 1810, “ ,5544 11

J; [Roxbury, -
- D Aug. 10, 1798, Flourishing, G 1 143 18

ann’x’d
Groton, - - -I to sth May 7, 1785, “ JsBj 53 5j Infan.
Leominster, - - (do. 9lh.jMay 28, 1787, “ ]63j 50 13

* The date of those to which a note of interrogation is annexed, could not be ascertained
with entire certainty.

*
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LIGHT INFANTRY.

Com- jj>
Of what City or Town, panylet- When organized. Condition. -a S 3 S a

ter. |§ 8 |
w «

£ <

Not
Boston Cadets, - - letter’d Oct. 16, 1741, Flourishing, 89 57 32

Salem “
-

“ Dec. 26, 1786, Fair, - - 63 40 23
‘Boston, -

- A Aug. 2, 1798, Depressed, - 70 24 46
“

- - B Aug. 27, 1812, Fair, - - 64 35 29
“

- - C Sept. 14,1835, “ 52 40 12
“

-
- D June 19, 1846, Flourishing, 51 33 18

H
«

“ E Oct. 1, 1838, Pair, - - 83 35 48s
h■>

“ P April 26, 1839, Flourishing, 76 50 26
Pi
g “

- - G April 26, 1839, “ 53 41 12
“

- - H Jan. 14, 1841, Depressed, - 48 36 12
“ I Feb. 28, 1825, Flourishing, 59 41 18

K July 1, 1842, Depressed, - 65 45 20

[ Riflemen annexed, - June 24, 1843, Fair, - - 64 30 34

[Halifax, - - A June 19, 1799, Depressed, - 35 34 1

Plymouth, B Aug. 24, 1818, Fair, -
- 41 29 12

Pembroke, C March 16, 1837, “ 37 31 6

Abington, D Feb. 21, 1833, “ 45 42 3

« Middleborough, - E Jan. 20, 1818, “ ! 60 45 16

3 { “ F May 11, 1818, Flourishing, 73 57 16
Ph
c Abington, - - G Feb. 27,1813, “ 50 43 7

CO
Plympton, H June 8, 1815, Depressed,-] 51 47 4

Rochester, - - I May 31, 1841, Flourishing, 50 32 18
New Bedford, - K Sept. 29, 1840, Depressed, - 69 57 12

[*Hingham, - - l Feb. 18, 1833, « 52 7 45
* From 3d Battalion, p. 16.
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LIGHT INFANTRY—Continued.

Com- .
. >-5 "iOf what City or Town. panylel-| When organized. Condition. r; tp Z g

ter. ! £S i £ £

t=3 x ft- -<

f Concord, - - A April 30, 1777, Fair,- - 68 40 28

g Woburn, - - G July 7, 1823, Depressed, - 72 58 14

g-j S. Reading-, - H Sept. 11, 1811, “ 37 23 14
Pi
a Medford, - - I Jan. 22, 1842, “ 39 34 5

Framingham, - K Aug. 22, 1844, Fair, - - 64 40 24

f Townsend, - - A Nov. 27, 1816, “ 62 36 26

Pepperell, - - B Jan. 27, 1819, Depressed, - 59 43 16

I Lowell, - - C June 9, 1824, Flourishing, 66 56 10
B
g<( “

- - D June 23, 1841, Depressed, - 61 ,46 15
Ch
p Boxborough, - E May 16, 1840, “ No returns.

Westford, - - F June 15, 1815, “ 54 33 21

.Marlborough, - G Jan. 22, 1822, “ 55 52 3

f Salem, - - A March 11, 1805, “ 51 31 20
“

- - B Feb. 26, 1811, Flourishing, 61 41 20

h Marblehead, - C ! June 19, 1809, 1 “ 63 46 17
z
S “

- D Feb. 28, 1825, i Fair, -
- 57 52 5

Pi | Beverly, E Oct. 11, 1814, Depressed,- 56 41 15

| j Danvers, -
- F Feb. 21, 1818, “ 46 33 13

j Manchester, - G May 17, 1837, “ 50 34 16

(.Lynn,- -
- I May 11, 1818, “ 56 28 28

f Walpole, - - A July 6, 1802, “ 41 32 9
*

h
- | Worcester, - - B Feb. 11, 1826, “ 47 39 8

55 I
«

- - C iMay 28, 1840, ! “ 49 [34 15
3 J |

« j Upton, - - D Jan. 22, 1842, j “ 47 31 16

| | Medfield, - - E Jan. 26, 1839, Fair,- - 40 30 10

(.Bellingham, - F Feb. 14, 1814, Depressed, - 42 33 9
* The companies of the Ist Battalion, p. 16, are included in this Regiment.

4
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LIGHT INFANTRY—Continued.

Com- > -c 1
Of what City or Town, panylet- When organized. Condition. *= he g a

ler - Is 5 Iw« c, <

'Ashburnham, - A July 15. 1791, Depressed, - 61 47 14

Fitchburg, B Dec. 14, 1816, Flourishing, 62 50 12

Leominster, - C March 5, 1836, “ 52 42 10

h Westminster, - D Nov. 19, 1842, “ 60 54 6

S Hubbardston, - E Nov. 23, 1843, “ 68 66 2
w "iP 3 Sterling, F Jan. 24, 1844, “ 61 51 10

Templeton,- - G Aug. 15, 1844, “ 64 60 4

Gardner, H Sept. 10, 1844, “ 52 52 0

Royalston, - - I Jan. 3, 1845, “ 68 63 5

Winchendon, - K Jan. 3, 1845, Fair, - - 58 58 0

g [Westfield, C July 16, 1845, Flourishing, 52 49 3
| “

- - D July 16, 1845, “ 60 45 15
w .

j Springfield, - E Aug. 1, 1844, Fair, - -6939 | 30

2 [ “ F Aug. 6, 1844, Depressed, - 46 44 2

[Deerfield, - - A Feb. 21, 1824, “ 43 33 |lO
H

w Leverett, - - B Feb. 10, 1826, Flourishing, 54 42 jl2s
| ■ Montague, C Feb. 22, 1836, “ 42 38 4

g Shutesbury, - D Feb. 18, 1845, “ 56 52 4
rH
1-1 [Coleraine, E July 9, 1832, Fair, - -48 35 13

f Flourishing, -----32
s

Summary, \ Fair, - - - - -
- - 21

lI Depressed, ------38

91
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Of the men now enrolled as members of the several compa-
nies, there have served

One year, or less than one, - 1141
More than one, and not over two, - - 986
More than two, and not over three, - - 922
More than three, and not over four, - - 463
More than four, and not over five, - - 310
Five years and upwards, - 816

And of the latter, very few reenlisted, by regularly signing
the company books a second time. This Table is exclusive of
the men in three companies, from which no return was re-
ceived.

I now present extracts from replies made to the second part
of the third interrogatory in the Special Order cited on p. 21.
An attentive perusal of them will enable your Excellency to
form a just opinion of the interior condition of many of the
companies in the service, and will, I think, satisfy you of the
pressing necessity of immediate legislative action, if it be
thought advisable to preserve even the slight vestige which we
now possess of a military organization.

(Captain Jones,
A, Ist Artillery, Concord.')

“ The company is in as flourishing a condition as the gener-
ally depressed state of the militia throughout this part of the
Commonwealth will permit. The reasons which tend to de-
press the militia here are, the absence of any obligation by law
to do military duty, the miserable pittance allowed by the State
for the duty, and the want of interest in the system manifested
by the community generally.”

(Captain Richardson, D , \st Artillery, Charlestown.)
“I consider the company depressed by the law of 1846, as

many of the members do not feel disposed to come forward and
learn the Manual of Arms,* and we shall be under the neces-

* The law of 184 G implied the necessity of instructing Artillery Companies in Infan-
try Tactics.
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sity of giving them their discharge and enlisting others. The
success will depend much on the standing given to the militia
by the coming Legislature. Should the present law be repealed,
and one enacted, making it the duty of every one (between cer-
tain ages,) to perform military duty, I think we should be in as
flourishing a condition as we have been for years prior to the
present time.”

“ This company is in a rather depressed condition, and the
cause we consider to be a lack of military spirit in the commu-
nity, occasioned by the present code of laws, which leave it
optional for a person to do military duty or not. I believe if
the law was revised and made more stringent, the tendency
would be to improve the condition of the volunteer companies.”

“In regard to numbers and discipline, I consider this com-
pany in a prosperous condition, but it is not so in other mat-
ters. They who support the military at the present day, have
to do it at an enormous expense, and although they may receive
the approbation of a few good citizens, they are sure to bring
down upon their heads the denunciations and sneers of a large
portion of the community. The consequence is, that but few
men can be induced to hold a situation so uncomfortableas that
of a commander of a military company ; and as the prosperity
of a company depends almost entirely upon that officer, it is
impossible to calculate the duration of a company. The com-
pulsory part of the Militia Law is almost a dead letter, and I
doubt whether many instances can be found of its having been
enforced since the voluntary system went into operation. Mem-
bers of companies do duty or stay at home, just as it pleases
them, regardless of all penalties; and an officer must know the
disposition of his men well, in order to make a correct calcula-
tion of how many he can turn out upon a certain day. It depends
entirely upon the influence he is enabled to exert over them.
If he has wealth, that will do much; but if he has not, which
is the case of a large portion of the Militia Captains of this

(Captain J. R. Cook, B, 2d Artillery,
Gloucester.)

(Captain TVm. T. Gale, C, 2d Artillery, Lynn.')
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State, then the responsibilities attendant upon his office are such,
that few men have either the disposition or the ability to be
burdened with them. But very few young men can be induced
to assume a command at the present day, and the Militia sys-
tem has been sustained for several years back mostly by old
officers. These cannot last forever, and the consequence will
be, that as they retire from the ranks, the volunteer companies
will gradually disappear. Again, there is a portion of the com-
munity who set themselves up as the reformers of the age, and
whose sole business it is to speak evil of all who believe in the
utility of government, and especially of those who undertake
to sustain the Militia system, as a support of government.

“ This set of pretended reformers could not make much trou-
ble, if their views and visionary notions were met by a corres-
ponding action on the part of those who ought to be first and
foremost to sustain a well-disciplined volunteer soldiery. But
an apathy, which is more fatal to the Militia than all the
speeches ever made by these non-resistants, seems to pervade
every portion of the community, and there is no encouragement
to be expected from any source. With regard to any remedy,
I frankly acknowledge, I know of none; all that I can think
of lies with the people. They can sustain the Militia system
if they are so disposed. If public sentiment and individual
exertion will not sustain it, all the laws that can be made can
do no good. I see nothing more that the State can do, unless
she pays every officer and soldier a sufficient equivalent for the
time and money they expend. This, of course, she will not
do, and I fear the people will not find out the advantage of a
well-organized Militia until it is too late.”

(Captain Benj. E. Cook, C, 3d Artillery, Northampton.')
“ I consider Company C to be in a flourishing condition, and

the principal reasons are, that the company has never been in
debt a dollar, since the new organization, beyond its ready
means to pay; it has had no expensive excursions nor en-
campments; and the members are now nearly all settled rcsi-
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dents, and can be well drilled, and remain long enough in the
company to be of service to it.”

[These remarks of Captain Cook, I insert, though in marked
contrast to most of those which accompany them, as they go
to prove, most clearly, that the prosperity of a company is
greatly secured by such judicious management as that which
characterizes his corps. Expensive uniforms, company debts,
and costly campaigns, are only useful, so far as they may be
employed as a sure means of company suicide.]

“ Though the Divisionary Corps under my command is in a
flourishing condition, as you will see by the return which I
have the honor to make you, owing to certain adventitious cir-
cumstances, yet it cannot escape observation, that the Militia
of this Commonwealth is in any thing hut a satisfactory condi-
tion, and there is imminent danger that the organization will be
broken up, unless some means are taken to prevent it. It may
be important to inquire, to what causes this condition is to be
attributed. It is mainly to be attributed,—

“ Ist. To the incompetency, (with some very honorable ex-
ceptions,) of officers, and particularly Field Officers, for the dis-
charge of their respective duties. Officers are elected to high
commands, who are quite unqualified for the discharge of the
duties of those commands, and who, satisfied with the honor,
take no pains to inform themselves in relation to the duties of
those commands. That there are many gallant and well-
informed officers in the ranks of the Militia, there can be no
doubt, but they form an exception to the general rule, and this
fact places them in a more conspicuous position. The elevation
of officers to a post to which they are incompetent, is doubtless,
in many cases, owing to the difficulty of inducing persons
-properly qualified to accept commands, and particularly those
of a higher grade, and this unwillingness to accept command
may be attributed,—

“2d. To the state of public opinion, in relation to the Militia.
Unwearied pains have been taken, by leading and influential
persons, to cast an odium upon the Militia, and to mark out

( Col. M. Brimmer, Cadets
, Isi Division.')
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and invest with ridicule, those who accept office. Public opin-
ion has suffered itself to be influenced by morbid sentimental-
ities in relation to the Militia, and in opposition to its proper
organization. The public generally have lost sight of the im-
portance of this institution for the preservation of peace at home
and abroad. Under these circumstances, competent and influ-
ential individuals are unwilling to accept commands, because
they feel that they shall not be sustained by public opinion. A
good soldier is not satisfied with the mere display of military
parade, and no measures are taken by the State or General
Government to give the militia a strictly military character.
No opportunity is offered by encampments, by garrison duty,
or by the assemblage of bodies of troops for a fixed period of
time, to enable officers of every rank to acquire a proper knowl-
edge of their respective duties. Men of character are not satis-
fied with volunteering their services, for three or four days in
the year, merely to ‘ look like soldiers.’ They must feel that
they are placed in a position to render efficient service, and they
must be respected by the Government and the public accord-
ingly.

“3d. The disorganized state of the Militia, not only in this
State, but throughout the United States, is in a great measure
owing to the almost total neglect of the Militiaby the General
Government. The Government of the United States are per-
fectly willing to avail themselves of the Militia in all times of
their extreme necessities, and on these occasions the Militia
have been prompt to offer their services, and, when called into
the field, have performed achievements, of which even the best
friends of the Militia have not deemed them capable. As a
proof of this, it is only necessary to instance the battle of New
Orleans and the storming of Monterey. These services having
been rendered, the Militia is treated with contempt and neglect.

“ The United States MilitiaLaw is and has long been a dead
letter. Arms, to be sure, are furnished to the States as such,
but no organization, or means of discipline or instruction, is
afforded to the Militia. Under these circumstances, it is not
surprising that the Militia has become disorganized. The
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wonder is that it has existed so long. The time has now ar-
rived when it is necessary that some radical means of cure,
some important measures, should be taken to remedy these diffi-
culties. What these measures should be, it is not so easy to
say. It is more easy to point out the causes of the disease,
than to prescribe the remedy. The Executive and the Legis-
lature doubtless hold the remedy, in a great measure, in their
own hands; first, by giving a tone to public opinion, and sec-
ondly, by furnishing means, by a small tax on persons liable to
military duty, to be collected into the treasury, and to be repaid
to those patriotic citizens for certain prescribed services, and
under certain circumstances, who ate willing to bear the heat
and burden of the day.”

Capt. Ephr. E. Miller
, Cadets, 2d Division, Salem.

“I consider the corps to be in a less efficient condition than at
some former periods, although it has been at times quite as
much depressed as at present. Aside from any cause for this
condition peculiar to the corps, there are general causes oper-
ating, in this portion of the Commonwealth, to produce such
result. Owing to the increase of trade and business, we have
men of less age, (on an average,) than formerly, and owing to
the increase of popular amusements, assemblies and spectacles,
the military possess a less prominent attraction for the young
men.”

{Capt. J. P. Bradlee, B, \st Light Infantry
, Boston.')

“I cannot say that we are in a flourishing, nor do I think we
are in a depressed condition. For the last two years, since I
have had the command, we have done better than I had any
reason to expect. We labor, together with other companies,
under a great many serious disadvantages. The principal
cause of trouble is the present public opinion against military
organization, but still, a good deal of fault is within ourselves,
in a too frequent change of officers. We can hardly get organ-
ized and have the officers fairly drilled, and inspired with any
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degree of confidence in their position, before they resign, and
the same details have to be gone over again, much to the dis-
couragement of the privates. This is a serious evil. In my
command, my men are generally young, commencing -with the
requirements of the law, (eighteen,) and after a few years of
duty, before being permanently settled in life, they leave to
seek their fortunes elsewhere. This causes a continual change
in the ranks, much to the discouragement of a commander,
who aspires to have his command well drilled and disciplined,
and not for mere show. I have always been of an opinion,
that the law should require more from the large cities and
towns, than from the State in general. A military organiza-
tion, for instance, in Boston, is of far greater importance than
in any part of the State. We are considered here a strong arm
of the police, and more liable to be called upon for active ser-
vice, and still nothing more, in proportion to population, is
done here than in the smallest town in the Commonwealth.
The men that are willing to perform the duty incumbent on a
soldier, have not generally means to do as they would like, and
to induce them to come into our ranks, and remain, we must
have a more generous spirit manifested.”

(Captain Joseph Smith
, C, Ist Li. Infantry , Boston.')

“ It requires a vast amount of labor to sustain the company,
and this is evidently becoming more onerous every year; inso-
much that, in my opinion, it cannot be sustained many years
longer under the present system, as I am thoroughly convinced,
from actual observation, that my company, as a general thing,
is composed of such of the young men of our citizens, as can
least afford the expense of keeping themselves uniformed and
paying the other necessary charges attendant on the proper per-
formance of military duty.”

(■Captain Wm. Mitchell, F, Ist Lt. Infantry, Boston.)
“My company is at present flourishing, but the prospects

for the future are rather gloomy. The causes of this are mis-
taken views or wilful ignorance, on the part of the State gov-

-5
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eminent, in supposing that young men enough can long be
found, with so much superabundance of patriotism, or love of
military display, as to uniform themselves at an expense of
from twenty to fifty dollars, pay assessments of from eight to
twenty dollars, lose four days’ time, and bear the sneers of a
mistaken public, for the yearly bounty of six dollars. There
is also a coldness and apathy generally manifested in the wel-
fare and interest of the militia, alike dishonorable to its posi-
tion and the stern necessity of its very existence. Out of my
Roll of seventy-seven men, seventeen did duty four days;
twenty, three days; sixteen, two days; and sixteen, one day.”

(Captain John Kurtz, H, ls£ Lt. Infantry, Boston .)

“ I consider my company in a very depressed condition, and
the cause I attribute to the present state of public opinion. The
law being inefficient, in not compelling any class of citizens to
perform military duty, parents, guardians and masters will
not consent to have in their employ, or under their care, young
men who volunteer to perform a duty not required by law.”

(Captain Jeremiah Farris, B, 3d Lt. Infantry , Plymouth.')
“Some two years ago the company of ‘ Standish Guards ’

in this place, (Plymouth.) were about to give up their organi-
zation. A few of its members exerted themselves to regenerate
it, and desperate efforts were made. By urgent solicitation,
three past Captains were persuaded to reengage, and the com-
pany still exists. It must, however, soon be disbanded, unless
some act of the Legislature shall offer more inducement. We
have some thirty, or more, enrolled members, many of whom
are disposed to withdraw, and when they do, our numbers will
be so small as not to warrant a continued organization. It is a
tax of some twenty-five dollars in time and money upon each
member, and the company consists of that class of the commu-
nity that cannot well afford it. Those who could do much,
are either exempted, or have no disposition to encourage it. I
have no desire to misrepresent the state of circumstances, but
I am free to say, that, so far as this section of the State is con-
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corned, nothing but an entire remodelling of the Militia Law,
offering reasonable encouragement to those who perform duty,
and permitting fewer exempts, will have the desired effect.”

(Captain Erastus Leach, H, 3d Lt. Infantry, Plympton.)
“ The company has increased in numbers within the two

years last past. The probable causes of members refusing to
sign the enlistment paper, are the uncertainty of the acts of the
Legislature respecting the Militia Laws, and the present politi-
cal aspect of our country.”

(Captain Charles Caldwell, /, 4th Lt. Infantry, Medford.')
“ There are several reasons why this company is in a de-

pressed condition. One is, that the State bounty is not adequate
for the expenses of the company, and another is that a large
portion of our influential men are strongly opposed to the ex-
istence of any militia.”

(Captain Charles R. Train , K, i.th Lt. Infantry, Framingham.)
“My company is in as good a condition as most of the com-

panies in the State. Its numbers are small, and it is sustained
by great exertions on the part of a few members. It must go
down ere long, under the present organization of the Militia.
The present system is utterly inefficient, and the duties are too
cumbersome to be sustained under the volunteer system, unless
the pay is greatly increased.”

(Captain James Townsend , I). sth Lt. Infantry, Lowell.)
“ I do not consider this company in a flourishing condition;

but I believe it will compare favorably with other companies.
The causes of its depression, I believe to be the unfavorable
state of public opinion, injudicious selection of Regimental and
other Field Officers, the want of proper interest on their part,
in acquiring military knowledge, the slight encouragement given
by the government, and the inequality of the burden of the
military organization on the citizens.”
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{Captain Joseph B. Wright, B, sth Lt. Infantry, Pepperell.)
“ This company is very much depressed, there being no en-

couragement (under the present organization.) to do military
duty, and the public generally being opposed to it. Unless
some change is made by the present Legislature, we shall not
have men enough to keep the company in existence.”

“ The company is in a depressed condition, owing to the fact
that no interest in the Militia is taken by the public. I think
it very doubtful if the company can exist much longer, unless
some measures are taken to support or sustain the Militia.”

{Captain Nath’l V. Cutter, A, (Mh Lt, Infantry, Ashburnham.)

“My company is not in a flourishing condition. Public opin-
ion (in this place,) is strong against all military operations, and
the law of the Commonwealth, which allows a man to perform
duty or not, as best suits his convenience, I believe to be the
cause.”

{Captain Bradford Lewis, A, Bth Lt. Infantry, Walpole.)
“I consider the company in a very depressed condition. The

law is such that none are compelled to perform military duty,
and few will have any thing to do with it; those who do are
generally the persons who can least afford it.”

{Capt. D. Leavitt
, F, Wth Infantry, Springfield.)

I have appended to question No. 3, the following answer.
“In a somewhat, depressed condition,” and there referred you
to this document for causes,—which are various and which we
will now attempt to give. The principal cause of our compa-
ny’s being in a depressed condition, is the poor inducement
held out to the citizen soldier to devote his time, in qualifying
himself to discharge, intelligently and properly, the duties in-
cumbent upon him. The majority of our men are mechanics,

{Captain A. B. Ingalls , 1, 6th Light Infantry, Lynn.)
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who are receiving, at least, two dollars per day, and conse-
quently are at a pecuniary loss continually, when on duty.
Another reason to he assigned, is, our population is so very
fluctuating, that, in some cases, ten members may leave in a
year without the prospect of return,—consequently, we must
have numbers of recruits, amounting to almost as many as our
older men, who are comparatively well drilled, and this, of
course, discourages them.

“ My opinions, in relation to the causes of our depressed con-
dition, are these. A great share of the men who have belonged
to this company, had no permanent settlement, were under age
when they joined, and are constantly moving. Consequently,
our company never has been a well-drilled one. I have done
duty five years, and we have had five different captains;—that
fact alone is enough to ruin any company.”

Upon the causes which have tended to produce the present
depressed condition of our Militia, there is shown, in the above
extracts, a great degree of unanimity. Public opinion, the ex-
pense of time and money required to sustain companies, the
incompetency of too many officers, and some of high rank, to
the position which they occupy,—the inadequacy of the State
bounty to meet pecuniary outlay, and the entire absence of
every degree of compulsion,—are the powerful and destructive
elements of disease, that are fast wasting away the vital func-
tions of the system, and urging it to rapid dissolution. Its life
is feebleness and decrepitude, and tends, with each year, to
nearer and more certain decay; and I feel persuaded that, unless
Legislative wisdom shall speedily prescribe and administer
some health-bringing medicine to the diseased system, death,
at no very distant period, will render unnecessary all further
anxiety and action, by removing the patient. In such case,
the affairs of this office may be brought to a close, and the mil-
itary property of the Commonwealth be confided to the custody
of some other department of the government.

( Capt. Thomas L. Allis , F. 11th Infantry, Conway.')
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These causes, so well and so justly urged in the foregoing
quotations, are inherent in the existing system. But any
system of military service, will, I think, pass away before the
advance of Christianity, the influence of a just and right edu-
cation, of true morals, and of an enlarged and high-toned refine-
ment. These, aided by success and permanency in industrial
pursuits, such as the minds and the men of Massachusetts can
devise and pursue, must eventually render all arms and all
forceful appliances unnecessary. That such may, at the earliest
period, be the condition of our Commonwealth, of our common
country and of the world, is my own most sincere and ardent
desire. As a man bound to promote the best destiny, and to
toil for the highest good of man, I should be unjust to our com-
mon humanity, false to the great principles of right, a traitor to
all moral obligations, did I not add my hopes and join my labors
in accelerating the great blessing. My views are not hemmed
in by the purposes or proceeds of an office, which may safely
be closed when men’s hearts shall be so nicely attuned to the
just harmonies of their better nature and of all truth and right,
as to forget all selfishness and to live in all love; when bad
men shall forsake their badness, and join the good; when all
the good shall be consolidated into one undivided, indivisible,
impregnable and victorious array against sin, against all wrong
and all injustice. Then all necessity for arms, then all war and
the direful furies that follow in its wasting train,—(“the land
is like the garden of Eden before them and behind them a deso-
late wilderness,”)—-then poverty, with all its heart-breaking,
soul-killing crimes,—then intemperance,—then slavery,—then
every form of hateful sin, will be driven from earth, to the
darker regions whence they came, and to which may they
speedily return. But, alas, that the good are weak and too
neglectful of high duty; alas, that legislation is so little imbued
with the lofty magnanimity of Christianity; alas, that the bad
are too mighty,—and that views of nearer advantage eclipse
the more distant, though surer rewards of right! These things
render us still victims, however unwilling, of a resort to force,
when alt else is unavailing. The Legislature of Massachusetts
must decide whether the time has arrived when it will be safe
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for the Commonwealth to make the experiment of removing the
sword. As a lover of peace, I cannot object.

But if a militia system is to be kept up, then one more vigor-
ous and stringent, one containing compulsion, as an element, in
some appropriate form, will prove of longer endurance, and of
much greater utility, than the present. It will endow those in
command with far greater authority than they now possess, and
will invest office with something more substantia! and available
than its mere shadowy paraphernalia. This compulsory fea-
ture may be, that of active service or of a pecuniary equivalent.
Its principle would be, serve or pay. A very small fine would
answer the purpose, provided it were but enough to compensate
those who do the duty to an extent more adequate to meet (he
necessary expenses of the volunteers than the present State
bounty. By the law of New York, adopted at the last session
of the Legislature, this equivalent is put as low as seventy-five
cents for each able-bodied white male citizen, who may choose
to commute for military service by so paying; and the money so
raised, (which is estimated as high as one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.) is appropriated to paying the expenses of
those who perform the duty. At present, the soldier in the
ranks sometimes equals, and, in many cases, surpasses in influ-
ence and authority those who are reputed to be in command ;

and, in one case brought to my notice, a subaltern of a com-
pany, in an interview with his colonel, seemed to have forgotten
himself and the proper relative position of the two parties.
With entire propriety might the superior officer have retorted,
as did Cassius, —

“Brutus, bay not me,
I’ll not endure it: you forget yourself,
To hedge me in ; I am a soldier, I,
Older in practice, abler than yourself
To make conditions.”

These things strike vital blows at any system, and in ours
the idea of voluntariness so permeates the whole head and
heart and body and limbs, that soldiers enlisted seem to be fully
persuaded that no obligation rests upon them, that no penalty
can be enforced, and that they may do or not do, as they may
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judge most fitting and convenient. Such notions are prolific of
insubordination, and have proved, and are still proving, mis-
chievous in the extreme. No one who respects himself, and
who rightly estimates the just claims of the superior and the
proper position of an inferior in rank, will permit himself to be
put into a position in which the prerogatives of the higher can
be lightly treated, and the relative duties of the lower be per-
formed or neglected at pleasure. Especially will he avoid such
position, when he sees the very individuals who aid in elevating
others to offices of power and responsibility, seeking opportuni-
ties to test thatpower, and to try vexatious and annoying expe-
riments with it, and, at the same time, striving to increase the
burden of the responsibility, without moving a finger to aid in
bearing it.

The opinion, however, sometimes expressed, that nothing of
the binding power of the military law can, at present, be brought
to bear upon cases of disobedience or of delinquency, is erro-
neous. The law has now all the force that it ever had in the
matter of fines, and, in this respect, the opinion expressed by
some of the officers whose remarks have been heretofore quoted,
is erroneous. The compulsory part of the Militia Law in the
matter of fines is not “ a dead letter.” In a case tried in Wor-
cester County, fines were recovered of members of companies
in the town of Leominster. The trial was had in 1845. One
of the defendants was, I believe, imprisoned for non-payment.

An opinion is not infrequently expressed, that any body will
do for an officer, and that all the obligations and all the details
of duty can be acquired in a very short space of time. I have
heard “two days” mentioned as a maximum. I cannot stop
to discuss this point. If it be true in military science and art,
I do not know why it may not be true in other sciences and
arts; and, if so, any body may, in any small amount of time,
become a skilful artisan or an expert mechanic, an accom-
plished sculptor, a divine painter, a learned naturalist, a pro-
found astronomer. If so, all time of any appreciable duration,
devoted to the acquisition of knowledge, is a waste, and all
seminaries of learning, whether classical or mathematical, or
mechanical or military, may, with great profit to all concerned,
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be reckoned among things useless, and be put out of existence.
I cannot, however, satisfy myself of the justice, or of the safety
of such conclusions, and have been more inclined to the opin-
ion that the exact application of scientific research, accurately
tested and brought to bear upon practical details, is at once
wisdom and security. And in these opinions I am greatly
strengthened, when I see the wise man, in the solitude and re-
search of his closet, pointing out by results derived from the
mere disturbances of the heavenly bodies, the exact spot of the
remoter heavens, in which the practical astronomer shall find
another vast globe to be added to the circling worlds that roll
about the centra! sun. I have been taught to believe that edu-
cation, whether conducted by oneself or by others, is necessary
to produce an accomplished and competent officer, one in whose
power and skill we can quietly confide in all time of peril.
Such men are not so numerous as could be desired. There are
charlatans many, and pretenders many, and it is they who most
loudly denounce true science, decry all necessity of education
in any department, and are too successful in gaining followers.
There is another circumstance of which I have heard, and
which has also fallen under my notice. It may be difficult to
believe it, and yet it is true that the case has occurred where
an officer, being found incompetent as a company officer, has
been promoted for the benefit of the company. Whether such a
promotion would prove of benefit to the regiment, may be ques-
tionable. All this impairs public confidence in the Militia,
keeps able men out of it, and drives out the competent officers
who arc in it.

Our system is wholly one of voluntary service; but when a
man agrees to serve, and enlists, he is held for a term of five
years, and is liable to all fines and penalties that may accrue
for any neglect of duty. Yet no man is compelled to perform
any military duty whatsoever. Nor, in case of omitting to do
duty, is any man bound to make any substitution therefor of
any nature whatsoever. To those who volunteer to serve , the
State makes a small pecuniary compensation, not, however, by
any means, in the aggregate earned by any company, sufficient
to defray the common expenses of the company, and far below

6
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what is requisite for the purchase of a uniform. In fact, the
pay of the whole five years’ service is required, in most in-
stances, for an outfit. This system of volunteer service has, in
many instances, so operated, that, instead of a prompt coming
forward on the part of the privates, the officers are compelled
to use extraordinary efforts to get out men enough to make a fair
appearance; and it sometimes happens, that the commanding
officer is first obliged to wait upon the men of his company , in
order to ascertain upon how many he can depend, at an approach-
ing parade. This system of petitionary appliances, on the part
of gentlemen in commission, is hardly consistent with the just
attitude of the officer; and yet it is, in very many cases, one
of strong and unavoidable necessity, while, at the same time,
it gives to the men of a company a power of control over their
commanding officer, at once false, unjust, and tending to insub-
ordination.

By the law of the State, as has been already observed, all
persons enlisting into Volunteer Companies, are held, unless
sooner discharged, for the term of five years. The legal dis-
charge of commanding officers is obtained solely from the Com-
mander in Chief; that of a non-commissionedofficer or private,
by application of the company commanding officer to the Brig-
adier General of the Brigade to which such company may be-
long. This provision of the law is, I am quite certain, often
neglected. Captains of companies sometimes take the respon-
sibility of discharging men on an assumed authority. Such
discharge is wholly illegal and of no effect, and men so dis-
charged are, nevertheless, liable for all the consequences of
delinquency as members of the company. The law, however,
is silent as to the course to be pursued when a man has served
his full term of five years, probably contemplating that the ex-
piring of the time is of itself the legal discharge—and so it
undoubtedly is. Yet, if the man serves as a member of his
company, after his five years are ended, he cannot be legally
returned as a member entitled to the State bounty, unless he
again sign the company books, and such signature holds him
for a second term of five years, unless sooner discharged. This
principle is, however, greatly neglected.
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On the 28th of August last, I met, at Hubbardston, detach-
ments from several of the companies of the Bth and 9th Regi-
ments of Light Infantry, to the number of 230 men, and spent
the day in giving them practical instruction in the “School of
the Battalion.” On the Ist and 2d of September, at Deerfield,
I met and instructed detachments of about 200 men, from the
3d Regiment of Artillery, and the 10th and 1 I ill of Light In-
fantry, and, at the dates subjoined, attended the Inspection and
Review of the several Regiments named:

Sept. IGth, Ist Reg’t of Artillery and 4th of Lt. Infantry, at Cambridge.
“ 23d, sth “ “ “ Ist “ “ “ Boston.
“ 24th, Btli and 9th “ “ “ Templeton.
“ 30th, 3d “ Art’y and 10th “ “ “ Northampton.

Oct. Ist, 4th “ “ “ 3d “ “ “ Abington.
“ 6th, 6th “ “ “ Salem.
“ 7th, 2d “ Artillery, “ Beverly.
“ 19th, Independent Cadets, (Ist Division,) “ Boston.

I feel much satisfaction in being able to state that marked
improvement, over the appearance in 1845, was manifest in all
the Regiments. There were fewer troops, but there was better
discipline. Much, very much, is indeed yet needed; but it
would be as great injustice to withhold commendation, when it
is clearly due, as it would be to give it, when unmerited. The
improvement that has taken place, is to be attributed to a rmri-
ety of causes. The distribution of the “Concise System of
Tactics,” by Major Cooper, has been of eminent service. The
greater degree of closeness on the part of the Reviewing and
Inspecting Officers in their requirements, has accomplished a
great deal. The Reviewing Officers have, in some instances,
with great good judgment and with entire propriety, re-
quired, at the close of the review, that the Captains of Com-
panies should exercise their men in the “ Manual of Arms”
and in the “School of the Company,” and that the Command-
ing Officers of Regiments and Battalions should exhibit their
own capabilities, and that of their several commands, in the
“ School of the Battalion.” This course is most excellent and
praiseworthy, and cannot but show who are the proper men for
their several posts, and who are unequal to the duties required.
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If closely followed tip, there will soon be found none but com-
petent men in office; men whose knowledge and skill can just-
ly both demand and command the respect of all subordinates.
I regret to say, that the Reviews which I have attended during
the three years that I have held this office, have compelled me to
the opinion, that not all in commission are such men, and that
many officers are honored with commissions who are wholly
unequal to the obligations assumed. For this, two parties are
responsible, the electors and the elected—and in equal degree.
The electors are wrong in choosing incompetent persons, and
the elected are wrong in accepting a proffered office for which
they are unqualified when elected. Still more blameworthy
are they, if, on accepting office, they do not most earnestly ap-
ply themselves to the acquisition of the requisite knowledge.

It gives me satisfaction to state, that the inspecting officers
of the several Brigades have faithfully discharged their duties.
It may here be mentioned, that every man of every Regiment
and Battalion in the service, who was present in the field at
the last Fall Inspection, was rigidly inspected, both in his uni-
form, his arms and equipments. None escaped. In the greater
number of instances, every thing was found in good order.
There were, however, exceptions. Company D, of the sth
Light Infantry, left the field in consequence of some dissatis-
faction,-—a practice, let the cause be what it may, in the highest
degree censurable, and striking a vital blow at all subordina-
tion. The Field and Staff Officers of the 10th Light Infantry,
are reported by the Brigade Inspector of the 6th Brigade, to be
“in no respect armed or equipped according to law.” This
officer also speaks of a general neglect and “ want of cleanliness
of muskets” in the Brigade, excepting from this remark Com-
pany D, of the 3d Artillery. The Third Battalion of Light
Infantry was reported, and very properly, as in very bad condi-
tion. It has since been disbanded. Making these exceptions,
the remaining portion of the military force of the State deserves
credit for its improvement in general appearance, subordination
and discipline; and the same good attention for another year,
will be productive of still greater advancement.

The law of 1846 abolished the several Brigade Bands, five in
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number, and established Regimental and Battalion Bands. This
was a highly judicious and desirable change, and has resulted
in the creation of no fewer than thirteen bands, varying, in
number of members, from eight to eighteen.

Of that portion of the law of 1846, which relates to the haul-
ing of Artillery, a diversity of opinion exists among the Artil-
lery officers. Under previous laws,, the captain of each Artil-
lery company was authorized and required to hire horses to
haul his field pieces and caisson to the muster-ground, and to
present his bill of charges to this department for settlement.
Under the operation of this law, as applied to the present or-
ganization, the field equipage of companies has been hauled
upwards of thirty miles to the regimental parade-ground and
back again. In this way, six horses were hired and subsisted
three days, one on the road to the field, (he field-day itself,
and one, returning to the gun-house. The aggregate of bills
paid for this purpose in the year 1845, was $964 83, being an
average of $4O 25, when divided among the twenty-four com-
panies then in existence.

By the law of 1846, the Colonel of each Artillery Regiment
was empowered to select one company in his command to serve
as Artillery, and the rest were to appear armed and equipped
as Infantry. Under this law, it is expected that a reduction of
at least $5OO will be made in the cost of hauling Artillery. As
was just observed, the law is favorably received in some quar-
ters and unfavorably in others. The majority, I believe, are
satisfied with the new arrangement. Still, if the Legislature
is disposed to meet the wishes of both parties, it can do so by
making it optional with the Colonel of each Regiment how many
companies of his regiment shall appear at muster as Artillerists,
and how many as Infantry.

To enable the Legislature to form a correct opinion of the
cost of the military establishment of the Commonwealth, I ap-
pend estimates, drawn up a few months since at the request of
an officer of the Sixth Regiment. The details were predicated
on the Return for the year 1845. The estimates will vary
somewhat for the year 1846. They are as follows;



»

46 ADJUTANT GENERAL’S REPORT. [Jan.

Paid for the services of Volunteers, . . $30.920 00
“ “ “ “ “ Division and Brigade In-
spectors and Adjutants, .... 667 07

Paid for hauling Artillery to Reviews, . . 964 83
“ “ Postage Accounts, . . . 17 27

$32,569 17
Add to this the ordinary expenses of the Adjutant

and Quarter Master General’s Department, say
Annual appropriation for repairs, . $3OOO 00
Salary of Adjutant General, . . 1200 00

“ “ Quarter Master General, . 300 00
“ “ clerk to do. . . . GOO 00

Stationery and Printing, say, .
. 500 00

5,600 00

Ordinary expenses of the year, . . . $38,169 17
In the year 1845 there were expended for rebuild-

ing and repairing Gun-houses, . . . 2.554 32
and for an edition of “ Cooper’s Tactics,” . 1,142 31

Making for the military expenses of 1845, $41,865 80

I am not able to give the exact amount of the military ex-
penses for the year 1846, as the data from which the Rolls are
derived have not yet been all received. The approximate esti-
mate appended will, probably, be found nearly correct:—

For the services of volunteers, . . . $23,949 50
Quarter Master General’s department, . . 3,000 00
Adjutant General’s department, including Sala-

ries, Printing and Stationery, say . . 2,500 00
Division and Brigade Inspectors and Adjutants,

say ...... 650 00
Hauling Artillery and Postage, say . . 550 00

$30,649 50
Making the ordinary expenses of 1846 less than those of 1845, by
about $7,500 00. This saving is principally in the pay of the
volunteers. There is, however, a material saving in the depart-

[Jan.
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ment of the Quarter Master General, and in the hauling of
Artillery, a smaller outlay having been required for powder,
repairs of guns and gunhouses, and of harnesses, in consequence
of the Artillery appearing, in part, as Infantry, at the Fail Re-
view, as required by the Militia Act of 1846.

To defray the various items of expense to which
officers and men are unavoidably subjected,
there is required an annual assessment of from
$8 to $lO per man, say from $43,920 00 to $54,900 00

It may not be improper to add to this estimate,
the cost of the clothing of the volunteers. This,
taking the average of each uniform, as given in
my report for 1845, is about $25 00 per man,
being, for 5490 men, say, .

. . $137,250 00

As I said in that report, too much money has been expended
in uniforms. Tinselled gewgaws are not necessary to the well-
trained soldier. If skill be absent, the show and the pretence
are but the more manifest. Where there is splendor of raiment
and a gorgeousness of military attire, there may be, neverthe-
less, a great deficiency of the essential requisites of soldierly
skill. Simplicity of array is far better, and for one half the
average price ($25 00,) paid for uniforms by the volunteers, a
substantial dress may be obtained, possessing the preferable
requisite of neatness and durability.

In my Report for 1845, I spoke also disapprovingly of the
practice, too prevalent among our companies, of going upon
distant and expensive campaigns. I regret to say, that this
injurious practice has not been discontinued the past year. I
should not, probably, be so decided in my opinion of their very
questionable utility, could I come at any well authenticated
instances of any permanent good which had been derived from
them. That the spending of two or three days or weeks, on
the part of a company, in subjecting itself to all the rigid duties
of a military encampment, would not be productive of good
service, by promoting the acquisition of military knowledge and
in acquiring habits of endurance, I should be the last to say.
But our company campaigns have consisted too much in feed-
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ing and being fed, and too little, if any at all, in the sturdy
realities of camp life. The latter profit the soldier; the former
enervate and destroy.

The Resolve of the Legislature of January 28th, 184G, au-
thorized the Adjutant General to sell and convey the gun-
house lands in the towns of Monson and Barre, the artillery
companies in those towns having been disbanded. In pursu-
ance thereof, I sold both parcels, that in Monson for SG2 00,
and that in Barre for $lOO 00, net, which monies were, in further
pursuance of the Resolve, paid over to the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth.

Much difficulty is occasioned this department from inaccura-
cies in the Returns made by the different officers. Some, in-
deed, indicate a commendable degree of exactness in their prep-
aration, while others are little to bo commended for any such
goodly qualities. The “Abstract” of the Return of one Brig-
ade, gave the entire force of the Brigade, including officers of
all ranks, and soldiers of every arm, under the head of “ Field
and Staff Officers.”

The preparation of the Statistical Tables of this Report re-
quired great care and labor, and the manifest errors in Returns
sent to this Department, were fertile sources of inconvenience.
My researches would have been greatly facilitated by a desir-
able accuracy in the data afforded. The labors of the office,
during the past year, particularly during those periods in which
requisitions were made upon the State by the General Govern-
ment, have been greatly augmented, and I could not keep pace
with the work but by employing additional assistance. For
the expense incurred, there being no appropriation, I have pro-
vided out of my private means.

The new mode of auditing the pay rolls of companies, has
transferred the burden from the cities and towns to this depart-
ment. This is not only proper, but it is a more safe and equit-
able mode than that formerly used, preventing any danger of
loss to the cities and towns, as well as the necessity of peti-
tioning the Legislature for reimbursement by such as may
have failed to audit and return the rolls within the time limited
by law. It may be worth while to state that, unlike the case of
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former years, the pay rolls of all the companies will be duly
received, audited and made up for the Governor and Council,
by the time specified in the statute, (January 15th.)

In the appendix to this Report, will he found an account of
the various steps taken under the requisition made by the Gen-
eral Government upon this Commonwealth, for a Regiment of
Infantry to serve during the Mexican war. I judged it prefer-
able to separate that matter from the general report, as I wish
to carry it on further than the date which limits the regular
account of the operations of this department for the year.

Trusting that the discharge of my official obligations may
have met your approval,

I have the honor to remain,

With sentiments of high consideration,
Your Excellency’s very obedient servant,

HENRY K. OLIVER, Adjutant General.
December 31, 1846.

7





Adjutant
General.

Aids
to

Commander
in
Chief.

Major
Generals. Inspectors

of
Divisions.

Quarter
Masters,
of
do.

Aids
to

Major
Generals.

Judge
Advocates. Brigadier

Generals.
Inspectors
of

Brigades.
Quarter
Masters
of
do.

Aids
to

Brigadier
Generals.

Colonels. Lieutenant
Colonels.

Majors. Adjutants. Quarter
Masters.

Pay
Masters. Chaplains. Surgeons. Surgeons’

Mates.
Captains. Lieutenants. Sergeant

Majors.
Quarter
Master
Sergeants.

Sergeants. Corporals. Drum
and
Fife
Majors.

|
Musicians. Privates. Total

Commissioned
Officers.

Total
Non-Commissioned
Offi-

cers,
Musicians
and

Privates.

Total
Active
Militia.

Total
Enrolled

Militia.
Total
Active
and

Enrolled
Militia. Number

of
Divisions.

Do.
of

Brigades.
Do.
of

Regiments.
Do.
of

Battalions.
Do.
of

Companies.TABLE 1.

General Staff, --14333635657 -
*-

-- - 46 - 46 - - 36-
Cavalry, 1 4 - - 4 4 - 4 83 5 95 100 ■) -

.... 1

Artillery, 5 5 5 5 4 2 - 3 2 21 81 1 - 90 79 4 125 793 133 1092 1225 - j - - 5 - 21

Grenadiers, 2 8 - - 9 8 - 8 98 10 123 133 [> - 5,490 .... 2
Light Infantry, 8 9 11 11 8 4 4 7 3 56 210 - - 260 240 3 283 2370 331 3176 3507 - - 9 2 56

Riflemen, 9 34 - - 41 34 - 26 335 43 436 479 j - - .... 9

Enrolled Militia, - ... -
.. . . . . 90,349 90,349 - Say 90

| , j
Aggregates,- - 1 4 3 3 3 6 3 5 6 5 7 13 14 16 16 12 6 4 10 5 89 337 1 - 424 365 7 446 j 3679 | 568 4922 5490 90,349 95,839 3 6 104 2 89

Ordnance, Arms, Accoutrements, etc.

Field Equipage and Appurtenances. ARTILLERY. Implements for Loading and Firing ; and other Arms.

Bronze
6

Pounders.
Do.
4

do.

Do.
3

do.

Gun
Carriages. Caissons. Spare

Wheels
and

Poles.

Tumbrils. Ammunition
Boxes.

Harness
—sets
of

double.

Trail
Handspikes.

Gun
Covers.

Vent
Covers. Tompions

and
Straps.

Tar
Buckets. Sponge

do. Prolonges. Bricoles. Hammers
and
Towhooks.

Felling
and
Pick
Axes.

Shovels
and
Spades.

Rammers
and
Sponges.

Ladles
and
Worms.

Linstocks. Portfire
Stocks.

Do.
Cases.

Do.
Clippers. Haversacks. Tube

Boxes
and
Belts.

Priming
Horns.

Do.
Wires.

Do.
Gimlets.

Vent
Punchers. Thumbstalls. Tangent

Scales.
Carbines
and
Muskets.

Bayonets
and

Ramrods.
Cartridge

Boxes
and
Belts.

Bayonet
Scabbards
&

Belts.

Swords. Sword
Belts. Knapsacks.

TABLE 2.

40 - - 40 18 19 - 42 67 75 38 38 28 40 47 40 283 38 32 19 76 41 40 40 38 34 79 40 39 46 37 25 46 10 ! 842 742 778 708 891 891 350
.

__
ii I

Arms and Equipments. CAVALRY. Arms and Equipments, INFANTRY AND RIFLEMEN.
*

Pairs
of

Pistols.
Holsters. Cartridge

Boxes
and

Belts. Sabres. Sabre
Scabbards
and

Belts. Saddles. Bridles. Mail
Pillions. Valises. Breast

Plates. Cruppers. Trumpets. Ball
Cartridges. Muskets. Bayonets. Rifles. Rifle

Bayonets. Ramrods. Cartridge
Boxes
and

Belts. Bayonet
Scabbards

and
Belts. Powder

Flasks.
Priming

Wires
and

Brashes. Pouches. Spare
Flints.

Pouch
Belts.

Ball
Cartridges.

Loose
Balls. Pounds

Rifle
Pow-

der. Knapsacks. Drums. Fifes. Bugles.
TABLE 4.TABLE 3.

100 100 83 100 100 69 83 83 83 83 83 5 500 3355 3355 385 - 3740 3485 3165 200 3923 200 10,065 200 36,343 6850 406 2410 104 65 43

Henry K. Oliver, Adj. <s• Act. Qr. Blaster Gen. Mass. Militia,

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, Mass., December 31, 1846.

1846. Abstract of the “Annual Returns” of the Massachusetts Militia. 1846.
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The Quota of Supplies from the United States, under the law
of ISOS, was received in Artillery Equipage, and consisted of
a complete outfit for two Companies, and in Equipments for
Infantry and Riflemen, as is exhibited in

TABLE A.
Artillery Equipage.

6 Pounder Field Cartridges, 1 Prolonges, 4
Stock Trail Pattern, - 4

Vent Covers and Straps, - 4
Caissons, - 2 j

Gunners’ Gimlets, 4
Sets of Artillery Harness,

for 2 Wheel Horses, New i Do. Vent Punchers, - 4
Pattern, - 6 j

Tangent Scales, 4
Spare Poles, - 2

6 P’r Rammers & Sponges, 8
Spare Wheels, - 2 \

; Do. Worms and Staves, - 4
Gunners’ Haversacks, -

- 8 i Do. Sponge Covers, - 8
Tube Pouches, - 4

j Trail Handspikes, 8
Linstocks, - 4

j Tar Buckets, 6
Portfire Stocks, - 4

I Sponge do. - - - 4
Do. Cases, - 4

Tow Hooks, 10
Do. Cutters, - - - j 4

Felling Axes, 2
Thumbstalls, - - - ! 8

Pick do. 2
Priming Horns, - - - j 4

Caisson Shovels, 2
Do. Wires, -

-
- j 4

Infantry Equipments.

Cartridge Boxes and Plates, 1575 Waist Bolts and Plates, - 1575

Do. Box Belts and do. 1575 Gun Slings, - 1575

Bayonet Scab, with Frogs, - 1575 Brushes and Picks, - - 1575
|

Rifle Equipments.

Cartridge Boxes and Plates, j 240 Gun Slings, - 240

Do. do. Belts & do. j 240 Brushes and Picks, - 240

TABLE A.
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Since the of January last, have been issued, besides the cus-
tomary small stores for Artillery, the supplies exhibited in

TABLE B.

.

= |r i : *
fc* w c 1 . 'f.
“ = $ S| o, l-S *• g
•J £-S | I g I
c °□s » ■ » .3 i-
o. 8° « »l « 5!4 -o » w<s
I sl-ill | , Q | I § I
U « t. O<l S -3

Ist Reg. ofArtillery, in exchange, A 2j -- - - - 45 - - -

“ “ “ “ « “ C -j- - -
- 50 - - - -

““ “ “
- -|D- j -

- - 45 45 -|- -
-

2d “ “ “
- -j A -49l -j - -

““ “ “
- -B-I - - - - 60 -1- I - -

“ “ “ “
- - C - - - - i - GO - - - -

“ “ “ “
- D ---

- I - 40 - - - -

i3d “ “ “ partly in exoh’ng. A 22 1 3 - 50, 50 - - -

“ “ “ “
- - B --- -

!
- - 60 - -

-

““«“-
- C - 5

“ “ “ “ in exchange, D 2! 21 3 - 60! -
- - -

“ “ “ “ “ “ E - |4O - - -

4th “ “ “
- -A-j- - - I - - 50 --

-

u u u n
_ b -I-- - I - .

| 40 - - -

“ “ “ “
- - C -|- - - ! 40 40 - - - -

“ “ “ “ in exchange, D 22 1 3 48 -i - --9 (

sth “ “ “ “ “ A -I- - - 6 60 - - -
-

““““-.B - - - - 60
““““--D-- - - - 60 - -

- -

Ancient and Hon. Art. in exch’ng. - -- -
- 100 - - - - -

Cadets, of 2d Division, - - - -!--1 - | - - | 40j --
-

' The Equipments entered in this column, were not returned in Report for 1845.
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Table B— Continued.

i TTTI T a"Is 2 a
Si Ss. $ s 6 15 § & H | flj S

i hJ .S hh cr co cu6S& d
®

,

«
a -|

a s"1 j? I f « i
5 o •= 3 <f® GCGCsrrO U. . r Ct I- 3 72 M 3 • • Vo «&.o <1 s S .2 a jpi h

Ist Reg. of Lt. Infantry, - j A 50- - -
-

“ “ “ “
- - C 40 - ---

“ “ “ “
- D - - - - 60 60 -

...

““ “ “
- - E j6O - --

-

““ “ “
- - F 145-| - - -

““ “ “
- -j G !----- 60 - --

-

“ “ “ “
- - H 60 -!

- - -

“ “ “ “
- - ! I --

- - 60 50 -I - - -

““ “ “
- - K 50 -j- - -

3d “ “ “ in exchange, A -- - - 40 40 40 -
- -

““““--C 30 -
- - 7

““““-- E 60 -
- -

“ “ “ “
-

- F 60; - - -

““ “ “
-

- G j - - -32 -

“ “ “ “ in exchange, H -- - - -j - - 40 4010
4th “ “ “

- - K 60 -
;

- - -

sth “ “ “ in exchange, j G,j- - - -
- - - | 50 - -

6th “ “ “
- - A 40 -

. .

““““--B 50 - - .
.

““““-- C 50 - -
.

« “ « “
-

- ; D |-- - - 52 .|
.

“ “ “ “
- - G -- - -

- 40 -| -
j
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Table B— Continued.

I A »| S

c 6
. I I . sI as w o S o a5 §So E fPs I I.3 2.2 £ §• S I ”

S . W " -g
® Q ft* 2 » .S U"
Q, S “ °u » w 2B g 2 ” *3 S fl • J i d
o 5.2 ’S "S s <s g 2 S o

£ j ” ci c! H

6lh Reg. of Lt Infant, in exch’ng. I --j- -
- - - 40 - -

Bth “ “ “
- B -- | - 60 - - - -

« “ “ «
_ -I c - - - - - . 49 - - -

9th “ “ “
- -|D- - j - - 60 - -

-- -

it it tt tt
_ gQ _

_

“ “ “ “
- - G --- | - - 60 - - - -

“ “ “ “ in exchange, K --i - ! - 60 - 60 - - -

10th “ “ “
- - C - 60 - - -

““ “ “
-

- I) --- - - - 60 -j - -

it It It U
. -! F--[ - j -

- 45 -
- | -

11th “ “ “ in exchange, A - -
-

-
- 40 40 - - -

tt tt tt tt tt tt B --j - j - - 50 50 - - -

“ “ “ “
- -j C --

-
- - 40 - - - -

it it it tt
_ -, D ._1

-
.

-
- j 45 - - -

tt it tt tt
. -j E --|- | - - - 60 -- -

tt it tt tt
. .;f - -

- - - - 45 - - -

Ist Battalion Light Infantry, -| A --I - - - SO -
- -I - j-_

3d <t tt
_ C ---------10

8 hi sj 9 5791707 1043 130|7341
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RETURN
Of the Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, Military Equipments, S"C.,

in Arsenal at Boston and Cambridge, under the care of the
Quarter Master General, December 31st, 1846.

TABLE 1.

Cannon, Carriages, &c. Cambridge. Boston. Total.

Cannon, Bronze, 0 pounders, - - 9 - 9
“ « 6 “

- - - 12 - 19
inch.

“ “ 94 “ Field How’r, 5.89 2 -9
“ “ 12 “ Siege “ 4.G2 2 - 2
“ Iron, 32 “

- - - 4 - 4
“ “ 24 - 29 - 29
“ “ 18 “

-
- 3 - 3

tc (t 9 u
_ J

“ “ 6 “
-

- - - 2 2
“ “ Eprouvettes, - - 2 - 2

Carriages, (sea-coast defence,) 32 pounders, 9 2 4
“ Fort, 32 “

- 5 - 5
“ “ 24 “

- 11 - n
“ “ 18 “

- 11 - ii
u a 9 a

_ | j

“ Field, 12 “
- 2 2 4

“ “ 6 “
- 8 g

“ “ 24 Howitzer, 2 - 2
Tumbrils, - --

-- 9 110
Caissons, - -- -- 3 . 3

Mortar Beds, -
- - - 2 . 2
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TABLE 2.

Ammunition, &c., Balls and Shot, &c. Cambridge. Boston. Total.

Ball Cartridges, at “Captain’s Island,” con-
tained in 278 boxes, - - - 274,458 - 274,458

Cannon Balls, 24 pounders, - 1,299 - 1,299
“ “ 12 “

- - - - 11 11
“ “ 9 “

- 42 42
“ “ 6 “

- - - - 828 828
“ “ 3 “

- -
- - 108 108

“ “ for Eprouvettes, (2 hooks for do.) 8 - 8

Flannel, (red) for Cartridge Bags, - (yds.) - 200 200

Matchrope, (lot) say - (lbs.) - 100 100
Portfires, ----- 262 180 442

Priming Tubes—filled, -
- (doz.) - 228 228

Musket Balls—lB to lb., - - - 214,200 - 214,200
Rifle Balls—32 to lb., - - - 3,200 - 3,200

0
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TABLE 3.

Artillery Implements anu Equipments. Cambridge. Boston, j Total.

Artillery Swords, 87 - 87
“ “ Belts, ... 375 - 375

Bill Hooks, ----- 323 - 323

Bricoles, serviceable, - - - 3 24 | 27
“ unserviceable, - - - 6 18 J 24
“ Hooks and Rings, - - - - 15 j 15

Cartridge Formers, - - - - - 7 j 7

Funnels, Copper, .... 2 2

Fuse Extractors, .... 2 1 3
“ Gimlets, .... 2 2
“ Mallets, .... 4 - 4
“ Rasps, - - - - - 4-4
“ Saws, - - - - - 4 j - 4
“ Screws, .... 2 - 2
“ Setters, .... 4 - 4

Gun Searchers, .... 4 15
“ Chains, ------ 4 4
“ Covers, ----- 8 2 10

Gunners’ Belts, ... - 1 13 14
“ Callipers, ... - 1 1 2
“ Haversacks, 20 77 97
“ Quadrants, ... 2 - | 2

Handspikes, Trail and Common, - - 47 44 91

Ladles and Worms, for 9, 6 and 3 pounders, ( 10 j 40 i 50
8



)
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Table 3—-Continued.

Artillery Implements and Equipments. Cambridge. Boston. Total.

Lead Aprons, or Vent Covers, - - 11 - 11
Linstocks, -----io 30 40

Portfire Cases, 10 48 58
“ Clippers, 18 - 18
“ Stocks, -

... g 41 49

Priming Horns, 6 34 40
“ Wires, 10 38 48
“ Gimlets, 6 2 8

Prolonges, -----14 20 34
Rammers and Sponges, serviceable, - - 26 16 42

“ “ “ unserviceable, - 4 22 26

Sponge Buckets, - - - 14 15 29

Tar “
.... 9 . 9

Thumbstalls, .... 12 20 32

Tube Boxes, .... 2 35 37
“ Belts, -----2 25 27
“ Pouches, - ... g

. 8

Tompions, - - - - 2 12 14
“ Straps, - ... 2 12 14

Towhooks, 25 6 31

Vent Punchers, 18 1 19

Tangent Scales, - ...]8
. 18
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TABLE 4.

Artillery Harnesses and Parts of Do. Cambridge. Boston. Total.

Field Carriage and Caisson Harnesses, com-
plete, (sets for 2 horses,) old, - - - 33 33

Do. do. do. new, - - ) 9 - 9

Leading Harnesses, extra, 42 - 42

Tumbril do. - 11 11

Bands, Back and Belly, - 225 - 225

Breechings, for Chain Harnesses, - - j - 21 , 21

Bridles, 1 - 27 27

Collars, - - - - - - 10 10

Halters, ...... 20 20

Hames, .....
. 29 | 29

“ Straps, .... . 26 26

Leg Guards, .... . 6 j 6

Riding Saddles, ..... 4 4

Side Straps, ----- 6 50 56

Trace Chains, ..... 240 240
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TABLE 5.

Arms, (other than Artillery,) Accoutre- Cambridge. Boston. I Total,
MENTS, &C.

Muskets, 8702 - 8702

Pistols, Cavalry, .... 3G4 . 364

Pikes, ...... 94 94

Rifles, ..... 864 864

Sabres, Cavalry, .... 429 - 429
“ Belts, 425 - 425

Bayonet Scabbards, serviceable, - - 604 - 604
“ “ with frogs, 15 - 15
“ “ unserviceable, - - 1316 1608 2924
“ “ Belts, “

- - 1316 1608 2924
“ “ “ serviceable, - 604 - 604
“ “ Plates, - -

- 520 - 520

Cartridge Boxes, (old pattern,) serviceable, - 1955 1855 3810
“ “ (new “

) - - 11 - 11
“ Box Belts, - - - 1949 1704 3653

Rifle Cartridge Boxes, ... 128 - 128

Knapsacks, 35 35

Gun Slings, - 138 - 138

Rifle Flasks, .... 818 - 818
“ Pouches, .... 251 632 883
“ Pouch and Flask Belts, - - 803 120 923
“ Waist Belts, .... 271 131 402
“ “ “ Plates, 450 - 450

60
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Table s—Continued.

Arms, (other than Artillery,) Accoutre- Cambridge. Boston, j Total.
ments, &c.

Appendages, viz:—

Ball Screws, - 271 - 271

Bullet Moulds, - -
-

- 51 - 51

Screw Drivers, - 2692 - I 2692
Spring Vices, - - - 265 - j 265

Wipers, .... 2733 - 2733

Spare Flints, (lot,) say ... 400 - 400
“ Flint Caps, .... 2500 - 2500

Priming Wires and Brushes, 76 - 76

Tents, Common, ... - 492 - 492
“ Poles, sets, ... - 230 30 260
“ Lines, - - - - 2 - 2
“ Mallets, .... 200 - 200
“ Togles, .... 200 420 620

Standard Boxes, ..... 6 6
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TABLE 6.

Miscellaneous Articles, not included in Cambridge. Boston. 1 Total
previous Tables. 5 ' ' 0

Adzes, Copper, (1 at Captain’s Island,) 1 at
Arsenal, 2 - 2

Axes, Felling, 6 - 6
“ Pick, -----c - 6

Bitstocks, -

--- - 2 _ 2
Boxes for Muskets, - - - -37 g . | gyg

“ “ Rifles, 44 - 44
“ “ Sabres, 13 . 13
“ “ Artillery Swords, 3 - 3
“ “ Equipments, - - - 12 - 12

Brushes, 2 - 2
Bugles, ------55
Camp Kettles, serviceable, - - - 57 - 57

“ “ unserviceable, - - 6 - 6

Benches, Work, - ... 5 1 g
“ Stools, .... 4 . 4

Chests, Arm, - ... 2 14 16
“ Store, -----22
“ Shot, - ... 2 46
“ Copper, .... 1 . 1 0/

Chisels, - - ... q
_

g

Crowbars, -----qg 2 18
Brums, 10 10

“ Sticks, ---.. 10 10

Drying Pans, -----2 2
Fifes, - 5 5
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Table 6—Continued.

Miscellaneous Articles, not included in Cambridge. Boston. Total.
previous Tables.

( Files, (assorted,) 8 - 8

Flags, 3 ' - 3
“ Staff, 11 2

Gauges, Shot, - -
- 19 , 19

Hammers, ----.73 g

Grindstone, - -
- -

. x - 4
Handbarrows, - -

- - 12 1 13
Handsaws, -----63 9
Hatchets, -----3 | 2 5
Jacks, 5 serviceable, 2 1 3

’ I unserviceable, - - - - 1 1
Ladders, -

- - - - 5 J 4 9
Lathe, - -

- - - x - X
Limber and Wheels, -

- -
| x j - X

Marquee and Fixtures, - I X
Padlocks, - -

- .
. 2 - 2

Paint Stone and Pommel, - I X 1
Pincers, - ....j 5 2 7

Plank, Oak, - lot

Powder Bags, - - -
- 5 - 5

“ Cart, - - - --lx X
“ Measures, - - - - 2 XO X 2

Rakes, ----- ; 2 - 2
Rocket Machine, ----- X X
Scale Beam, and Weights, - X I

Carpenter’s Square, (steel,) - - - 1 - X
“ Plane, - - - - X

- X
Screw Driver, 4 - 4
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Table 6—Continued.

Miscellaneous not included in Cflinbridgc. Boston. Total,
previous Tables.

Sounding Rod, - - - - 1 . If
Screw Wrench, 1 - 1

Settee, ------1 1

Steps, - ] 2 3

Shovels, - --
.- 7 6 13

Sling Cart and Fixtures, - - - 1 - 1

Spades, - -- -- 5 7 12

Stamps, ----- 43 1 44

Stove, ----- 1 . 1

Tackle and Fall, - -
-

- 1 - 1

Triangular Shears and Fixtures, - - 1 12
Togles, Drag Rope, ----- 553 553
Vices, Bench, - - - - 3 - 3

“ Breech, -
- - - 1 - 1

“ Hand, - - - - 1 - 1

Truck, Hand, - - - 1 - 1
---I ~

„

< serviceable, - - 1 - 1Wheelbarrows, j vnserviceJle> 2 - 2
Water Pot, -----1 - 1

Marking Pot, - - - 1 - 1

Glue Pot, _ - - - 1 1

Wrenches, -----2 - 2
“ Breech, 1 - 1

Adjutant General’s Office, December 31, 1846.

A true Return,
HENRY K. OLIVER,

Adjutant and Acting Quarter Master General.
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APPENDIX
TO THE

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S REPORT.

In the following pages, I have used, in part, the Notes
prepared by me for the Appendix to Mr. Cushing’s Report,
have introduced additional matter, and continued the statements
down to the end of the month of January.

H. K. O.



*
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APPENDIX.

On the 13th day of May last, the following Act of Congress was passed,
providing “for the prosecution of the existing war between the United States
and the Republic of Mexico.”

AN ACT

Providing for the Prosecution of the existing War between the United States
and the Republic of Mexico.

Whereas, by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a state of War exists be-
tween that Government and the United States,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States

ofAmerica in Congress assembled, That for the purpose of enabling the Gov-
ernment of the United States to prosecute said war to a speedy and successful
termination, the President be and he is hereby authorized to employ the mili-
tia, naval and military forces of the United States, and to call for and accept
the services of any number of volunteers, not exceeding 50,000, who may offer
their services, either as cavalry, artillery, infantry, or riflemen, to serve twelve
months after they shall have arrived at the place of rendezvous, or to the end
of the war, unless sooner discharged, according to the time for which they
shall have been mustered into service ; and that the sum of ten millions of dol-
lars, out of any moneys in the treasury, or to come into the treasury, not other-
wise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated for the purpose of
carrying the provisions of this act into effect.

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the militia, when called into the
service of the United States by virtue of this act, or any other act, may, if in
the opinion of the President of the United States the public interest requires
it, be compelled to serve for a terra not exceeding six months after their arri-
val at the place of rendezvous, in any one year, unless sooner discharged.

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the said volunteers shall furnish
their own clothes, and, if cavalry, their own horses, and horse equipments ;

and, when mustered into service, shall be armed at the expense of the United
States.

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That said volunteers shall, when called
into actual service, and while remaining therein, be subject to the rules and
articles of war, and shall be, in all respects, except as to clothing and pay,
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placed on the same footing with similar corps of the United States army, and
in lieu ofclothing, every non-commissioned officer and private in any company
who may thus offer himself, shall be entitled, when called into actual service,
to receive in money a sum equal to the cost of clothing of a non-commissioned
officer or private (as the case may be) in the regular troops of the United
States.

Sec. 5. And be itfurther enacted, That the said volunteers, so offering their
services, shall be accepted by the President in companies, battalions, squad-
rons, and regiments, whose officers shall he appointed in the manner pre-
scribed by law in the several States and Territories to which such companies,
battalions, squadrons, and regiments shall respectively belong.

Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the President of the United States
be, and he is hereby, anthorized to organize companies so tendering their ser-
vices into battalions or squadrons ; battalions and squadrons into regiments;
regiments into brigades, and brigades into divisions, as soon as the number of
volunteers shall render such organization, in his judgment, expedient; and the
President shall, if necessary, apportion the staff, field, and general officers
among the respective Stales and Territories from which the volunteers shall
tender their services, as he may deem proper.

Sec. 7. And belt further enacted, That the volunteers who may be received
into the service of the United States by virtue of the provisions of this act,
and who shall be wounded or otherwise disabled in the service, shall be enti-
tled to all the benefit which may be conferred on persons wounded in the ser-
vice of the United States.

Sec. 8. And be itfarther enacted, That the President of the United States
be, and he is hereby, authorized forthwith to complete all the public armed
vessels now authorized by law, and to purchase or charter, arm, equip and man
such merchant vessels and steamboats as, upon examination, may be found fit,
or easily converted into armed vessels fit for the public service, and in such
number as he may deem necessary for the protection of the seaboard, lake
coast, and the general defence of the country.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the militia or volunteers
are called and received into the service of the United States, under the provis-
ions of this act, they shall have the organization of the army of the United
Stales, and shall have the same pay and allowances; and all mounted privates,
non-commissioned officers, musicians and artificers shall be allowed 40 cents
per day for the use and risk of their horses, except of horses actually killed in
action; and if any mounted volunteer, private, non-commissioned officer, mu-
sician, or artificer shall not keep himself provided with a serviceable horse, the
said volunteer shall serve on foot.

Approved, May 13, 1846.
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In carrying out the intention and objects of this act, the Secretary of War,
on the nineteenth of May, addressed to His Excellency the Governor of this
Commonwealth the following letter:

War Department, May 19, 1846.

Sir, —1 have the honor to enclose a copy of an act of Congress authorizing
the President to accept the services of volunteers.

It will be perceived that all the officers with volunteers, taken into the
service of the United States under this act, are to be appointed and commis-
sioned, or such as have been appointed and commissioned, in accordance with
the laws of the State from which they are taken; and that the volunteers re-
ceived into the service are to have the organization of the army of the
United States. For this exact organization, so far as relates to com-
panies and regiments, please see the memorandum appended to the law
herewith, to both of which particular attention is requested. Under the dis-
cretion allowed him, the President has decided that the number of privates in
all volunteer companies shall be limited to sixty-four.

On the part of the President, I have to request your Excellency to cause to
be enrolled, and held in readiness for muster into the service of the United
States, the following volunteer corps:

ONE REGIMENT OP INFANTRY.

Due notice will be given to your Excellency when their services will be re-
quired, at which time an officer or officers of the army will be sent to muster
them into service, at such place or places as may be designated, and when the
inspecting and mustering officers will be instructed to receive no man under
the rank of commissioned officer, who is in years apparently over forty-five, or
under eighteen, or who is not in physical strength and vigor.

It is respectfully suggested that public notice of these requirements of law
may prevent much disappointment to the zealous and patriotic citizens ofyour
State, multitudes of whom, the President cannot doubt, will be eager to enroll
themselves.

The Department desires the earliest information of the progress of en-
rolment.

Very respectfully,
Your ob’t serv’t,

(Signed) W. L. MARCY,
Secretary of War.

His Excellency George N. Briggs,
Governor of Massachusetts, Boston.

Memorandum of the organization of volunteer corps under the act of the
13th May, 1846:
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A company of cavalry, or mounted men, will consist of
1 captain—l first lieutenant,
1 second lieutenant—4 sergeants,
4 corporals—2 buglers—l farrier and blacksmith,
64 privates (as established by order of the President.)

A regiment of cavalry, or mounted men, will consist of
FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS—

1 colonel,
1 lieutenant colonel,
1 major,
1 adjutant (a lieutenant in addition to the lieutenants of comp.)

NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF—

1 sergeant major,
1 quarter-master sergeant,
1 principal musician,
2 chief buglers, and
10 companies, for the organization of which, see above.

A company of infantry (or riflemen) will consist of
1 captain—l first lieutenant,
1 second lieutenant—4 sergeants,

4 corporals—2 musicians,
64 privates (as established by order of the President.)

A regiment of infantry (or riflemen) will consist of
FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS

1 colonel,
1 lieutenant colonel,
1 major,
1 adjutant, (a lieutenant of one of the companies, but not in ad-

dition.)
NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF—

1 sergeant major,
1 quarter-master sergeant,
2 principal musicians, and
10 companies, for the organization of which, see foregoing.

On the receipt of this communication, His Excellency, the Governor of the
Commonwealth, issued the Proclamation hereto appended:
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

To the People of Massachusetts :—

An act of Congress passed on the thirteenth day of May, inst., declares that
“by an act of tire Republic of Mexico, a state of war exists between that gov-
ernment and the United Statesand said act further “ authorizes thePresi-
dent to employ the militia, the naval and military forces of the United States,
and to call for, and accept, the services of any number of volunteers, not ex-
ceeding fifty thousand, who may offer their services.”

In pursuance of the provisions of that act, I have received from the Secre-
tary of War a communication dated the 19th inst-, in which he says: “on the
part of the President, I have to requestyour Excellency to cause to be enrolled
and held in readiness for muster into the service of the United States,

One Regiment of Infantry.”

Whatever may be the difference of opinion as to the origin or necessity of
a war, the constitutional authorities of the country have declared, that war with
a foreign country actually exists.

It is alike the dictate of patriotism and humanity, that every means, honora-
ble to ourselves and just to our enemy, should be employed to bring “said
war to a speedy and successful termination,” and thus to abbreviate its calami-
ties, and save the sacrifice of human life, and the wasting of the public trea-
sure.

A prompt and energetic cooperation of the whole people in the use of those
means, is eminently calculated to produce that most desirable result.

To that end, I call upon the citizen-soldiers of Massachusetts at once to enroll
themselves in sufficient numbers to meet this request of the President of the
United States, and to hold themselves in readiness to be mustered into the ser-
vice of the Republic, when the exigencies of the country shall require it.

The details of the proposed enrolment will be given in a General Order from
Head Quarters.

GEO. N. BRIGGS,
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Boston, 26th May, 1846.

This proclamation was accompanied by the following General Order:
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head-Quarters, Boston, May 26, 1846.

GENERAL ORDER. (

His Excellency, the Governor of this Commonwealth, in compliance with
the request of the President of the United States, hereby authorizes the raising
of one regiment of infantry; and directs that the preparatory steps, hereinafter
prescribed, be at once taken, in order that he may be speedily enabled to no-
tify the President that the troops called for are ready for service.

To accomplish the purpose intended with the least possible delay, it is rec-
ommended that entire companies should be first enrolled, and public-spirited
and patriotic citizens of the Commonwealth are hereby called upon and au-
thorized to raise companies, and are desired to report them, as soon as maybe,
at head-quarters.

The organization of the troops required, must be as follows ;

For the companies—-
-1 captain—l first lieutenant,
1 second lieutenant—4 sergeants,

4 corporals—2 musicians,
64 privates,—in each company 77, and in the 10 companies,

770 men.

For each regiment—-
-1 colonel,
1 lieutenant colonel,
1 major,
1 adjutant, to be a lieutenant of one of the companies, but not in

addition,
1 sergeant major,
1 quarter-master sergeant,
2 principal musicians.

7 field and staff’ officers, giving, with the above 770 men, a grand total
of 777.

By the terms of the act before cited, all officers are to be appointed in the
manner prescribed by law in the several States and Territories to which the
respective companies and regiments may belong. Company officers will,
therefore, in accordance with the laws of Massachusetts, be chosen by the pri-
vates of the respective companies, and field officers of regiments by the cap-
tains and subalterns of the respective regiments. Regimental staff offi-
cers will be appointed by the colonels, and the non-commissioned officers of
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companies by the respective captains, who will return the same to the Colonel
of the Regiment, that warrants may be duly issued.

The regiment, when organized, will be designated and known as the “First
Regiment of Massachusetts Infantry,” it being understood, that it is not to be
taken or considered to be a part of the present “ Volunteer Militia” of the
State, but as a corps specially raised to meet the call of the General Govern-
ment. If, however, any company or companies belonging to any of the exist-
ing Regiments, desire to tender their services for the coming campaign, they
will be incorporated into the new Regiment; and individuals who may desire
it will, on application, be assigned to some one of the newly formed com-
panies.

As soon as due notice shall be given, at head-quarters, that any new com-
pany is raised, and ready for organization, the necessary orders will be issued
for the election of company officers: and when the required number of com-
panies is organized, the necessary orders will be given for the election of field
officers ; and, in both these cases, the election returns will be sent direct to the
office of the Adjutant General.

The Secretary of War, in his communication to the commander-in-chief,
having stated that the President “ does not doubt, that multitudes of zealous
and patriotic citizens of the State, will be eager to enroll themselves,” the
commander-in-chief trusts, that the response which will be made to this call,
by the people of Massachusetts, will justify the confident expectations of the
President of the United States.

By order of the Commander-in-Chief.
HENRY K. OLIVER,

Adjutant General.

Immediately after the publication of these documents, application was made
at this department by several citizens of the Commonwealth, desiring instruc-
tions as to the mode to be pursued in raising companies. Directions, together
with the requisite blank forms of enrolment, with authority to enroll, were given
to the several applicants, and they were required, as soon as the requisite num-
ber of men had enrolled themselves, to report to this office, for orders for or-
ganization by the election of officers. Such companies, also, of the existing
volunteer militia, as desired to be annexed to the proposed regiment, were so
permitted. Under this authority, two companies of volunteers were raised by
Captains Webster and Coy, and two companies of the State volunteer militia,
viz., company H, of the First Light Infantry, Capt. A.H. Kelsey, of Boston, and
company D, of the Tenth Light Infantry, Capt. J. F. Harding, of Westfield, of-
fered and were accepted. The organization of other companies was in prog-
ress, when, from circumstances which came to my notice, I deemed it advisa-
ble to address the following letter to the Secretary of War.

10



74 APPENDIX. [Jan.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, July 6th, 1846.

Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War.
Sir,—As very frequent inquiry is made at this office respecting the probable |

wishes of the government in relation to companies of volunteers, authorized
to be raised, and now being raised in this State, and as much anxiety to be
informed is expressed by gentlemen who have enrolled the full number of
men in their companies, I beg leave, most respectfully, to ask if the troops
called for from Massachusetts will ho wanted for the Mexican war; or, if the
full regiment is not desired, and will not be, whether any disposition is con-
templated of the single companies. The importance of definite knowledge
in this matter is very obvious, and I trust that it may be afforded without
injury to the public service.

Very respectfully,
Your obt. servt.,

(Si ned,) H. K. OLIVER,
Adjutant General.

In reply to this letter the following communication was received from Mr.
Marcy:

War Department, July 9th, 1846.
Sir, —In reply to your letter of the 6th inst., I have the honor to inform you

that since the call was made upon Massachusetts for volunteers, the circum-
stances and relations of this country with others have become materially
changed. The enrolment of volunteers in the Middle and Northern States
was, at the time it was requested, regarded only as a proper measure of precau-
tion, adopted for the purpose of havingready to be called into service a respect-
able amount of force in any emergency. It cannot now be foreseen when, if
at all, the services of the Massachusetts Volunteers may be required, as a suffi-
cient amount of force for prosecuting the war with Mexico has, it is believed,
been already called into service; nor is it contemplated beyond this to make
any disposition of the single companies. The President so far relies upon the
patriotism of the volunteers, that have enrolled themselves in Massachusetts,
as to be satisfied that, should an occasion for their services arise, they will be
ready to rally to the banner of their country without delay.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) W. L. MARCY,
Secretary of War.

Gen. H. K. Oliver,
Adjutant General of Massachusetts, Boston.
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Further proceedings in relation to this requisition were then discontinued.
Under a subsequent date of November 16th, 1846,a second call was made upon
the Executive of the Commonwealth for a Regiment of Infantry. By some
misdirection, the document intended for the Governor of New York was re-
ceived at the office of the Secretary of this Commonwealth, in an envelop di-
rected to Governor Briggs. It was at once forwarded to Albany, and notice
sent to Washington of the fact. Another, of the same purport, marked
“Duplicate was subsequently received, directed to the Executive of Massa-
chusetts. Of this, the following is a copy:—

[Duplicate.]
War Department, November 16th, 1846.

Sir,—In my communication of the 19th of May last, your Excellency was
requested to organize one Regiment of Volunteers, under the Act of the 13th of
that month, to be held in readiness for public service.

The President now directs me to notify your Excellency, that one Infantry
Regiment of Volunteers from your State is required for immediate service,
and to be continued therein during the war with Mexico, unless sooner dis-
charged. The regiment will consist of—

FIELD AND STAFF.

1 Colonel,
1 Lieutenant Colonel,
1 Major,
1 Adjutant, (a Lieutenant of one of the Companies, but not in

addition.)
NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF.

1 Sergeant Major,
1 Quarter-Master Sergeant,
2 Principal Musicians ;

And 10 Companies,—each of which to consist of 1 Captain, 1 First Lieu-
tenant, 2 Second Lieutenants, 4 Sergeants, 4 Corporals, 2 Musicians, and 80
privates.

Should the number of privates, on being mustered, not fall below 64 effective
men in a company, it will be received.

Boston is designated as the place of rendezvous for the several companies,
as fast as they shall be organized, and where they may be further organized
into a regiment, if not already done under a previous call. The regiment will
be inspected and mustered into service by an officer or officers of the United
States Army, who will, in every case, be instructed to receive no man who is
in years apparently over forty-five or under eighteen, or who is not of physical
strength and vigor. To this end, the Inspector will be accompanied by a
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Medical Officer of the Army, and the volunteer will be submitted to his exam-
ination. It is respectfully suggested that public notice of these requirements
will prevent much disappointment to the zealous and patriotic citizens of your
State, who may be disposed to volunteer.

By the enclosed copy of an Act, authorizing the President to call for volun-
teers, it will be perceived that all the field and company officers with volun-
teers taken into the service of the United States, are to be appointed and com-
missioned, or such as have been appointed and commissioned, in accordance
with the laws of the State whence they are taken; and I would suggest the
extreme importance to the public service, that the officers for the above regi-
ment be judiciously selected.

By the Act of Congress above referred to, it will also be seen, that terms of
service are for “ twelve months, or to the end of the war, unless sooner dis-
charged and it may be that the Regiment which has been enrolled in your
State, and is now in readiness to enter the service, may regard their offer as
made with reference to the former period. Should this be so, your Excellency
will cause them to be informed, that the engagement required by this requisi-
tion is to the end of the war with Mexico, unless sooner discharged, and on
this condition only will their services be required. With this understanding,
the Regiment will be accepted. If the modification suggested should not be
acceptable to the Regiment, which has tendered its services, you are respect-
fully requested to proceed, without delay, to enroll and organize one in fulfil-
ment of this requisition.

It may be proper to remark, that the law provides for the clothing (in money)
and subsistence of the non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates, of
volunteers who are received into the service of the United States. In respect
to clothing, the law requires that the volunteers shall furnish their own cloth-
ing; for which purposes, it allows to each non-commissioned officer, musician,
and private, three dollars and fifty cents per month, during the time he shall be
in the service of the United States. In order that the volunteers, who shall be
mustered into service under this requisition, may be enabled to provide them-
selves with good and sufficient clothing, the commutation allowance for six
months, (twenty-one dollars,) will be advanced to each non-commissioned offi-
cer, musician and private, after being mustered into service, but only with the
express condition that the volunteer has already furnished himself with six
months’ clothing,—this fact to be certified to the Paymaster, by the captain of
the company,—or that the amount thus advanced shall be applied, under the
supervision of his captain, to the object contemplated by law. In this latter
case, the advance commutation for clothing will be paid on the captain’s certifi-
cate that he is satisfied it will be so applied.

In respect to subsistence before arriving at the place of rendezvous, and for
travelling home from the place of discharge, the allowance is fifty cents for
every twenty miles distance.
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The President requests that you will be as prompt as possible in the arrange-
ments of this whole matter, in order that the volunteers may be ready for im-
mediate service.

Officers of the Quartermaster and Subsistence Departments will be imme-
diately ordered to the place of rendezvous, with funds to defray the necessary
expenses which may be incurred.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant

Signed,) W. L. MARCY,
Secretary of Jfar.

To His Excellency, George N. Briggs

Governor of Massachusetts

In reply to this call, the following public notice was issued from this office:

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, Dec. Ist, 1846.

The following communication of the Secretary of War, has been received
by His Excellency the Governor of this Commonwealth.

[Here followed the letter of Mr. Marcy, marked “Duplicate,” as given on
pages 75, 76, 77.]

Official notice has also been received from officers of the United States
Array, especially detailed for the duty, that they are now at Boston, and in
readiness to muster into the General Service, to subsist, arm and equip such
persons as may choose to volunteer and to organize upon the terms specified, or
such companies of State volunteers, already organized, as may offer their ser-
vices according to the directions in the foregoing communication from the
Secretary of War.

By the terras of the Act of Congress, of May 13th, 1846, {Section 4,) it is
provided, “ that said volunteers shall, when called into actual service, and
while remaining therein, be subject to the rules and articles of war, and
shall be, in all respects, except as to clothing and pay, placed on the same
footing with similar corps of the United States Army; and, in lieu of
clothing, every non-commissioned officer and private, in any company, who
may thus offer himself, shall be entitled, when called into actual service, to
receive in money a sum equal to the cost of clothing of a non-commissioned
officer or private, (as the case may be,) in the regular troops of the United
States.”

It is further provided, Section 7, “ that the volunteers who may be received
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into the service of the United States, by virtue of the provisions of this Act,
and who shall be wounded or otherwise disabled in the service, shall be en-
titled to all the benefit which may be conferred on persons wounded in the
service of the United States.”

HENRY K. OLIVER,
Adj. Gen. Com. of Massachusetts. ft

It will be perceived, that in this communication the Secretary of War de-
sires that such troops as had offered their services, under the first call, should
be apprized “that the engagement required by this requisition is to the end of
the war with Mexico, unless sooner discharged, and on this condition only
will their services be required.” To carry out this wish of the Secretary, I
addressed the following letter to the gentlemen who had offered companies.

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, Nov. 27th, 1846.
Captain,—Under the call of the President of the United States, upon Mas-

sachusetts, for a Regiment of volunteers to serve in the war with Mexico,
the company under your command offered its services as a component part of
the force to be raised. The Secretary of War, at a subsequent period, noti-
fied this department, that the troops would probably not be required. A call
for the Regiment has, however, again been made, and you are hereby notified
thereof. A new feature exists in the call, which is, that the volunteers are to
serve “ during the war, unless sooner discharged.” You are, therefore, at
liberty to take this circumstance into consideration. Should your company
assent to comply with the call, as it now stands, you will forthwith report, by
letter, to this department, when further directions will be given. Should the
company not assent, of which you will likewise notify me, it will not be held
by its former offer of service.

Very respectfully,
Your obt. servt.

(Signed) H. K. OLIVER,
Adjutant General.

To Captains
Webster,
Kelsey, and
Harding. £

To this note, Captain Webster, who had raised a company of volunteers in
Boston, replied in behalf of his company, accepting the new condition. Cap-
tains Kelsey and Harding, in behalf of theirs, declined. The company raised
by Capt. Coy had been organized so far as the election of officers was con-

cerned. Commissions had not been issued. Before it was known that the
Regiment would not be wanted, and while efforts were in use to complete it,
the services of his company had been, without authority, offered first to the
General Government, and subsequently to Col. Stevenson, of the California
expedition. This circumstance and the information afforded by the letter of
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the Secretary ofWar, of the 9th of July, rendered it inexpedient to pursue further
measures of recognizing the company. There was then but a single company
which had offered itself for the Regiment under the new call. In the course
of a few days, however, after the public notice had been issued, of which I
have spoken, twenty-five gentlemen applied for authority and directions to
raise companies. Their names are as follows:

Abbott, Edward W. Andover,
Alden, J. D. Newburyport,
Barker, John S. Charlestown,
Carrol], John, Jr. Marblehead,
Clark, John, Boston,
Crowninshield, Charles B. Andover,
Felt, John A. Boston,
Gale, William T. Lynn,
Gerrish, James, Chelsea,
Gulliver, B. R. Taunton,
Hill, Moses, Marblehead,
Legendre, Pie N. Boston,
Marble, James M. “

Mosely, John M. Westfield,
Parker, A. B. Quincy,
Parker, Francis, Jr. Boston,
Paul, Edward A. “

Perkins, Thomas H. Brookline,
Robb, O. D. Boston.
Saunders, William, “

Underwood, Jesse, “

Walsh, George, Charlestown,
Whiting, Joseph, Sutton,
Wright, Isaac H. Boston,
Young, Zach. I. “

These gentlemen were supplied with a convenient roll to receive signatures,
and informed that the raising of companies involved the necessity of a sufficient
number of signers to the Roll, which being obtained, application must be again
made in the form of a petition for organization. It had been decided, at Head-
Quarters, that the companies of the Regiment, and the Regiment itself, when
organized, should be considered as a part of the Volunteer Militia of the State.
In this respect the decision was changed from that announced in the General
Order of May 26th, and this decision obviously avoided any questionable power
of commissioning.

Nine of the gentlemen before named, Messrs. Wright, Abbott, Felt, Crown-
inshield, Paul, Legendre, Barker, Whiting, and Parker, obtained a sufficient
number of signers to enable them to apply for organization, and this applica-
tion was made on the following document. I use Capt. Barker’s as a sample.
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Charlestown, January 4, 1847.

To His Excellency George JV. Briggs, Governor and Commander in Chief of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

Sir: The undersigned, in behalf of himself and his associates, whose
names are duly enrolled therefor, respectfully requests that they may be duly
organized as a company, to be annexed to the First Regiment of Massachu-
setts Infantry, it being understood, that when so organized, they desire and
assent to be placed at the disposal of the President of the United States, to
serve during the existing war with Mexico. And as in duty bound will ever
pray.

(Signed,) JOHN S. BARKER.

To this petition was appended the following certificate:—

Charlestown, January 4, 1847.
The undersigned hereby certify, that the roll of the company petitioned for

by John S. Barker, contains the names of seventy-four men enlisted therein.

(Signed,) WM. SAWYER,
JAMES G. FULLER,
JAMES ADAMS,
JAMES FOSDICK,

Selectmen of Charlestown.

The applications of the other gentlemen, whose companies were all raised
in Boston, were precisely similar. I was in daily communication with them,
and knew the progress of the rolls; and as it was known from the rolls them-
selves when the required number of signers was appended, all the informa-
tion necessary for organization was afforded by them. The certificates re-
quired have been all placed on file.

On examining the various petitions for Volunteer Companies which had
been placed on file prior to my entering upon office, it appears not to have
been customary to furnish to the Commander in Chief the certificate named
in the law. The rolls seem to have been deemed sufficient evidence, and on
those rolls, orders were issued to the Major Generals to organize the Compa-
nies. The practice of requiring the certificate was introduced by myself,
early in 1845.

At the time of the preparation of this part of my Report, as an Appendix to
Mr. Cushing’s Report on the “Sawyer Petition,” it was supposed that the
statute required uniforming prior to organization, and into this opinion I was
led by the phraseology adopted in the Militia Digest of 1840. The statute
itself, however, does not refer to the matter of uniform in the same section
with that of enlistment; and as it requires that “officers and soldiers” shall be
uniformed, it is manifest that uniforming cannot take place until the men en-
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listed are made “ officers and soldiers” by a proper organization. The Com-
mander in Chief is to order the election, and may direct any officer of the mi-
litia to preside, or may empower one or more of the selectmen of the town to
preside, in which a majority of the petitioners may reside. But the words of
the statute do not permit him to employ the mayor or aldermen of a city, and
they have never been so employed. Yet, if they were, would the election be
invalid ?

By the laws of Massachusetts, the number of companies of the Volunteer
Militia is limited to 120, and the number of men to 7000. Of the former, we
have about 90, leaving room for 30 ; and of the latter, 5490, leaving room for
1510. Whenever forty-eight persons apply for organization as a company, the
Commander in Chief is empowered to grant their request, and to issue his order
for an election of officers. Forty-eight persons is the minimum allowed by
our law as a basis for organization, and *sixty-eight is the maximum permitted
in any company. Seventy-eight is the minimum, and ninety-four the maxi-
mum, in the companies of volunteers called for from the several Slates. In
the case of our companies, I was directed to preside at the several elections
which should be necessary in organizing, and whenever a petition similar to
that of Captain Barker was received, a Special Order of the following pur-
port was issued. (I use that issued to Captain Barker.)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Head Quarters, Boston, Dec. 17, 1846.
SPECIAL ORDER.

J. S. Barker, ofCharlestown, and others, having requested that they may be
formed into a company and annexed to the First Regiment of Massachusetts
Infantry, His Excellency, the Commander in Chief, hereby grants their re-
quest, and directs that said company, when organized, be designated and
known as Company B, of the said regiment.

Said J. S. Barker is hereby required to notify and warn said petitioners, ac-
cording to the laws of this Commonwealth, to assemble for organization, by
the choice of officers, at such place as he may designate, on Saturday, the 19th
inst., at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. The Adjutant General of the Common-
wealth will preside at said election.

By order of the Commander in Chief,

H. K. OLIVER, Adjutant General.

For the election of officers the law requires a notification of ten days, “pro-
vided, nevertheless, that in case of invasion, insurrection, riot, or any unforeseen
or sudden occasion, any verbal, written or printed notice, however short, shall be
legal and binding.” The ten days’ notice was consequently not necessary.

“ Sixty-fourwas the maximum till 1846—when four more were added—all to be musicians.
11
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At the organization of the Companies, some officer of the existing Militia of
the Commonwealth was detailed, to attend as witness of the proceedings. All
the directions contained in the Statute, and in the several “ General Orders,”
relating to elections, were carefully followed. In this way, ten Com-
panies were organized.

At each election, and at that of the Field Officers on the 15th instant, distinct
and particular inquiry was made, whether any objections were known to exist
against proceeding to the choice of officers. In no instance whatever was
objection of any sort raised. At no meeting for organization, was the number
of petitioners present equal to the maximum allowed by our State law. The
greatest number present at any one meeting was fifty-three.

The Regiment is designated as the “ First Regiment of Massachusetts In-
fantry,” and the commissions issued, are similar to those issued to other offi-
cers of the Volunteer Militia. No expense whatever was incurred by the
Commonwealth, in consequence of these organizations, excepting so far as an
increase of office blanks and stationery was concerned. The business of the
department has, indeed, been very greatly increased, and extra clerks have
been employed, for whose pay, as well as for some other items of outlay, I
provide from my own private means.

After the companies had been organized, I directed the officers elect to
meet me at this office, at an early date, to receive their commissions and to be
qualified. At that time, the captain elect was required to inform me, by letter,
when his company would be ready to be mustered into service. On the re-
ceipt of such letter, 1 apprized the United States mustering officer, (Capt. B.
Alvord, U. S. Army,) by an official communication, that such company was
reported by its captain to be ready for mustering. The time was, in some
oases, indicated in the captain’s letter to me, and in others was arranged be-
tween Captain Alvord and the captains themselves.

At this stage of the proceedings, it occurred to me, that, were the organiza-
tion of the regiment itself completed by the choice of the field officers, it might
materially hasten the filling up of the companies to the maximum required by
the law of the United States. I wrote the following letter to the Secretary of
War. I wish it to be distinctly borne in mind, that from the fulness of the rolls
which had been presented to me at the organization of the companies, I did not
suppose for a moment, that the mustering would not be entirely effected when
I received notice from the several captains that their companies were ready to
be mustered. My reasonable expectations, however, were not met.

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, Dec. 31, 1846.

Hon. W. L. Marcy,
Secretary of War, Washington.

Sir > —I am greatly desirous of knowing what limitation of time the govern-
ment will assign to the requisition on this State. We have now raised live full
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companies, two more are nearly full, and some fifteen papers are out for others.
Without doubt the whole regiment will be raised. It might be well for us,
however, to know at w'hat time the troops will be sent away, as an announce-
ment to that effect would expedite the matter.

I am also desirous of knowing, that if but eight companies be raised,
whether that number will be considered sufficient for the full officering, as
stated in the requisition, of a Colonel, Lt. Colonel and Major. Should it be
so, the election might be ordered at an earlier date, and if the remaining two
companies are subsequently raised, they can be ordered to join the regiment
whenever it may be. Upon this point, allow me to say that I do not doubt
that the whole wdll be raised. Yet it is desirable on many accounts to be pre-
cisely informed in the matter of time, as it would, I think, forward the whole
business.

I have the honor to remain,

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,

(Signed,) H. K. OLIVER.

To this communication the following answer was received ;

War Department, January 7, 1847.

Sir, —In answer to your letter of the 31st ult., I have the honor to inform
you that it is highly desirable the regiment called for from Massachu-
setts should be ready for embarkation by the 15th of the present month, and
to this end instructions have already been given to the proper officers of the
staff to provide the necessary transports. It is hoped that the entire regiment
may be organized on or before that day, but the embarkation will not be de-
layed, should the regiment consist of not less than eight companies : for that
number, instructions have been given to muster into service the full comple-
ment of field and staff, for the whole regiment.

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,

(Signed,) W. L. MARCY,

Secretary of War .

General H. K. Oliver,
Adjutant General of Massachusetts, Boston.

On the receipt of this letter, I addressed the following note to the cap-
tain of each company. It will not, I presume, be forgotten that it has
been stated, that though the company rolls were full, and some to reple-
tion, at the time of company organization, yet, at the time of mustering, some
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of the signers, who had pledged themselves to serve as members, failed to
appear and fulfil the pledge. This fact explains the apparent contradiction of
the statements that were made, at one time that “ companies were full,” and
at another that “more men were wanting.”

Adjutant General’s Office, Boston, January 12th, 1847. Q,
Captain,—Orders having been received from Washington for the embarka-

tion of the Massachusetts regiment at the earliest possible date, you will use
every exertion to complete your company, that no delay may take place. The
utmost effort must be used, as the troops are greatly needed at the seat of war.
You will acquaint me forthwith with the number of men upon whom you can
depend.

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,

(Signed,) H. K. OLIVER,
Adjutant General.

To Capt. Abbott, Company C.
Capt. Felt, “ D.
Capt. Crowninshikld, “ E.
Capt. Paul, “ F.
Capt. Legendre, “ G.
Capt. Barker, “ H.
Capt. Whiting, “ K.

First Massachusetts Infantry.

The election of Field Officers took place on the 15th instant, and resulted
in the choice of

Hon. Caleb Cushing, of Newburyport, as Colonel;
Capt. Isaac H. Wright, of Roxbury, as Lieutenant Colonel;
Capt. Edward W. Abbott, of Andover, as Major.

Some changes have taken place among the Company Officers by resigna-
tion and promotion, since the first organization.

Just as this last sheet was going to press, {Feb. 4th,) I received the follow- ,

ing communication from Capt. Alvord, which I hasten to add. It is the first
official information I have had of the actual numbers mustered into service.
The companies are given in the order in which they were received :

Boston, February 3d, 1847.
Sir : 1 have the honor to report, that I have mustered into the service of the

United States eight companies of the first Regiment of Massachusetts Volun-
teers, as set forth in the following table :
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Non-Com. Offi-1
Commanding Officers. Letter. Captains. Subalterns, cers, Musicians

and Privates. °

Capt. E. Webster, A. 1 3 90 94
“ Isaac H. Wright, B. 1 3 90 94
“ J°hn S. Barker, - H. 1 3 81 85
“ John A. Felt, - D. 1 3 79 83
“ Edward W. Abbott, C. 1 3 78 82
“ Joseph Whiting, K. 1 3 77 81
“ E - A. Paul, - F. I 3 77 81
“ C. B. Crowninshield, - E. 1 3 74 78

Tola!, - 8 24 646 [ 678

The field officers and non-commissioned staff will be mustered into the ser-
vice to-day, as I have received instructions from the Secretary of War, dated
the 7th ultimo, to do so when eight companies are accepted. At the first at-
tempt to muster, no company came up to 68 men in number. They were
brought up to the above numbers at subsequent musterings.

The two remaining companies will be mustered as soon as full, unless con-
trary orders are received.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

B. ALVORD,
Gen. H. K. Oliver, Capt. 4th U. S. Inf. Mustering Officer.

Adj. Gen. of Mass.
State House, Boston.

Eight companies being thus mustered, together with the Field Officers and
non-commissioned staff, the Regiment is in readiness to receive orders for
embarkation,

I have the honor to remain,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

H. K. OLIVER,
Adjutant General.

Adjutant General’s Office, Feb. 4, 1847.
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