
SENATE No..No. 20.

To the House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith to the Honorable House, for the use and
information of the Legislature, a Report of the Commissioners
appointed under an Act of the Legislature of 1846, chapter
245, in addition to “An Act to incorporate the Eastern Rail-
road Company, and to an Act to incorporate the proprietors of
the Newburyport Bridge.” The recommendation by the Com-
missioners, of further legislation on the subject, is respectfully
submitted to the consideration of the Legislature.

GEO. N. BRIGGS.
Council Chamber, February 3, 1847.
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[Feb.2 NEWBURYPORT BRIDGE.

To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts:

The Commissioners appointed by your Excellency, and the
Honorable Council, in accordance with “ An Act in addition
to an Act to incorporate the Eastern Rail-road Company,
and to an Act to incorporate the proprietors of the Newbury-
port Bridge,” passed the 16th of April, 1846,

That, on the sth of June following the passage of said Act,
they visited Newburyport, and, after having made an examina-
tion of the premises, determined to hold a public meeting for
the purpose of ascertaining the views of the inhabitants and
such other persons as might feel an interest in the contemplated
improvements. After having given due notice of our intended
meeting, by publishing the same in the Newburyport Herald,
we met agreeably to said notice, and heard all persons who de-
sired to communicate their views upon the subject; after
which, we reexamined the premises, and were of opinion that
the existing draw should be widened to the width named in the
aforesaid act, (viz. forty-six feet,) by removing a portion of
one of the piers which supported said draw, and some obstruc-
tions which existed on the bottom of the river above said
bridge should also be removed; which opinions we communi-
cated to the President of said Rail-road Company.

Since then, said Rail-road Company has, in accordance with
our recommendation or decision, widened the draw so as to

admit the passage of ships or vessels forty-six feet wide; but
as said Rail-road Company has not yet fully completed the
work as contemplated by the Commissioners, and as the work
now to be done is nearly all under water, the inclement
weather of winter, and also the rapid currents caused by the
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great flow of water in early spring, render it unsuitable to
prosecute a work of this kind until the mild weather of sum-
mer commences. We therefore recommend that a Resolve be
passed by the General Court, allowing said Rail-road Company
until the first day of July next, to complete their operations.

SIMEON BORDEN,
NATH’L WESTON,
E. S. WILLIAMS,

Commissioners.
Newburyport, 30th of January,

1847.




