
SENATE No...No. 62.

House of Representatives, March 10th, 1847.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was re-
ferred the Petition of Timothy A. Smith and others, have con-
sidered the same, and report the annexed Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

W. LOVERING, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Point Bridge Company in the Town

of Gloucester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Timothy A. Smith, Gideon Lane and
2 George Norwood, their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the
4 “ Point Bridge Company,” with all the powers and
5 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions
6 and liabilities, contained in the forty-fourth chapter of
7 the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 erect a bridge over Lobster Cove in the town of
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.
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3 Gloucester, from some convenient point northeast-
-4 erly from the wharf now owned by Jonathan Denni-
-5 son, on the southeasterly side of said Cove, to some
6 convenient point on the northwesterly side of said
7 Cove, with a suitable and convenient draw, at least
8 twenty-two feet wide, for the passage of vessels
9 through the same ; and said corporation shall build,

10 and keep up and maintain, the said bridge and
11 draw, of good and sufficient materials, the said
12 bridge to be not less than twenty-four feet in width,
13 with good and sufficient rails on each side for the
14 protection of travellers ; and shall constantly keep
15 some suitable person or persons at said bridge, who
16 shall raise the said draw for any vessel that may be
17 passing up and down the said Cove, (which cannot
18 conveniently pass under said draw,} free of expense
19 to the owner or owners of such vessel ; and if such
20 attendant upon said draw shall unreasonably neglect
21 or refuse to raise the said draw when thereto re-
22 quired, the said corporation shall, for each and every
23 such neglect or refusal, be liable to a fine of ten dol-
-24 lars for the use of the persons injured thereby, to be
25 recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction to
26 try the same.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation shall keep said bridge
2 and draw in good repair at all times, and cause the
3 draw to be raised for the accommodation of vessels
4by day or night; and, at the place where toll shall
5 be collected, shall erect, and keep constantly exposed
6 to view, a sign-board, with the rates of toll fairly
7 and legibly printed thereon, in letters of a large size ;

8 and all persons, with their carriages and horses, pass-



4 [March,POINT BRIDGE COMPANY.

9 ing to and from any place of public worship, and all
10 persons going to or returning from military duty, or to
11 or from funerals, are hereby exempted from paying
12 any toll required by this act.

1 Sect. 4. For the purpose of reimbursing the said
2 corporation for the expense of building and maintain-
-3 ing said bridge, a toll is hereby granted to the sole
4 use of said corporation, not exceeding the following
5 rates, to wit :

6 For each foot passenger, one cent; for each horse
7 and rider, five cents ; for each horse and chaise,
8 chair or sulky, eight cents ; for each coach, phae-
-9 ton, chariot, or other four-wheeled carriage, drawn

10 by two or more horses, twelve and a half cents ; for
11 every waggon drawn by not more than two horses,
12 eight cents ; if drawn by more than two horses, ten
13 cents ; for every waggon, cart or other carriage,
14 drawn by two or four oxen, six cents ; if drawn by
15 more than four oxen, eight cents ; for every cart or
16 waggon, truck or dray, drawn by one horse, six cents;
17 for every sleigh drawn by one horse, six cents;
18 for every sleigh drawn by two horses, eight cents;
19 for every sled drawn by two or four oxen, six cents;
20 for every sled drawn by one horse, five cents ; and,
21 if by more than one horse, one cent additional for
22 every additional horse ; for every sleigh drawn by
23 more than two horses, ten cents ; and for all horses,
24 mules and neat cattle, two cents each ; and for sheep
25 and swine, four cents for each dozen ; and one per-
-26 son, and no more, shall be allowed to each team, as
27 a driver, to pass free of toll : provided, always, that
28 scholars, while going to or returning from school,
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29 shall be permitted to pass free of toll ; and the toll
30 shall commence on the first opening of said bridge,
31 and shall continue for the term of seventy years :

32 provided, nevertheless, that the Legislature shall have
33 the right, at any time after the expiration of ten years,
34 to alter and regulate anew the rates of toll to be col-
-35 lected by said corporation.
36 Provided, also, that whenever a majority of the in-
-37 habitants of the town of Gloucester, at any legal
38 meeting thereof, held for that purpose, shall determine
39 so to do, said town shall have the right to remu-
-40 nerate said corporation for the expenses of said bridge
41 with eight per cent, interest thereon, (deducting
42 what may have been received for tolls,) and open
43 said bridge to the public free of tolls ; and said cor-
-44 poration shall then surrender their franchise to said
45 town, and shall thereafter be released from all their
46 liabilities, any thing in this act to the contrary not-
-47 withstanding.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 lay out, make and maintain, a good and sufficient
3 road from said bridge to the highways on each side
4 of said Cove ; and, if the inhabitants of the town of
5 Gloucester, or the county commissioners of the coun-
-6 ty of Essex, shall refuse to lay out, and make and
7 maintain the same, the said corporation shall be lia-
-8 ble for all damages sustained by any person or per-
-9 sons whose lands are taken for said road ; and the

10 amount of damages, if the parties do not agree,
11 shall be ascertained in the way prescribed by law
12 for ascertaining damages sustained by individuals
13 whose lands are taken for public highways.
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1 Sect. 6. The stock of said corporation shall con-
-2 sist of not more than one hundred and twenty shares,
3 of twenty-five dollars each. But said corporation
4 may make further assessments on said shares, if ne-
-5 cessary to build and complete said bridge.

1 Sect. 7. If the said corporation shall neglect to
2 build and complete said bridge within three years
3 from the passing of this act, the same shall thereaf-
-4 ter be null and void.

House of Representatives, March 18, 1847.

Ordered to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk.


