
SENATE... No. 63.

The Joint Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to
whom were referred the Petitions of the Mayor of the city
of Boston, and of the Boston Marine Society, praying for an
appropriation to aid in obtaining a complete Survey and
Chart of the Harbor of Boston, present the following

The present time is particularly favorable for procuring such
a survey and chart as are desired.

The commissioners, appointed in pursuance of a resolve passed
at the last session respecting the flats in front of South Boston,
have obtained a new and very valuable chart of the inner har-
bor, prepared the last year by the officers and engineers of the
United States, employed upon the coast survey. This chart,
which was procured by making a moderate contribution to-

wards the cost of it, shows that, from Castle Island upward,
there is as great a depth of water, in the channel, as there was
at the time of the survey made in the year 1761, thus reliev-
ing serious apprehensions which had been entertained on that
subject, and enabling the Legislature to decide understandingly
on some questions that involve important rights.

In Senate, March 19, 1847
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A similar chart of the outer harbor is to be prepared eventu-
ally for the United States, when the coast survey is completed
thus far to the north. But, as that work is to advance by reg-
ular progress along the coast, the chart cannot be had for sev-
eral years, unless such a contribution towards the expense of
it shall he made as will induce the secretary of the treasury to
suffer the superintendent to anticipate the work by changing
the order of his proceedings.

The committee are informed that, for the sum of three thou-
sand dollars, to be used for the hire of a vessel and for the ex-
penses of the parties employed, in addition to what can be
drawn from the appropriation for the coast survey, the super-
intendent will have the harbor completely surveyed during the
coming season, provided the consent of the treasury department
can be obtained, and provided that the season be not unusually
unfavorable for the work.

Two charts—one for the city and one for the State—will be
furnished by the spring of 1848, showing the soundings, cur-
rents, tides, &c., and delineating the coast from two to four
miles in the interior, including the approaches to the harbor, on
a scale to be designated. In the course of the following year,
five hundred copies of an engraved chart, on the usual scale of
the coast survey, will be furnished without charge. Investiga-
tions of tides and currents will be continued, and of the quan-
tity or amount of suspended matter from rivers flowing into the
harbor, and will be made and reported from time to time, for
two years. The wear or increase of specified points or parts
of the shore, will be ascertained and reported yearly for three
years.

With such information as would be thus obtained, it might
be satisfactorily determined how far there is any real ground for
apprehension from changes that are supposed to be going on in
the harbor. Without such information, it seems, from a com-
parison of the evidence before the committee, to be very doubt-
ful whether the true causes of change can be ascertained with
such precision as to indicate the proper remedy. As lias been
remarked by the superintendent of the coast survey, in a com-
munication on this subject, “ Any cause which may be assigned



1847.] 3SENATE—No. 63.

must be merely conjectural, unless based upon determination of
the changes themselves, confirmed by observations.”

To obtain accurate knowledge, then, is, in this case, unques-
tionably the best economy; for mistaken measures are expen-
sive, if not otherwise mischievous, in a matter of this magni-
tude. It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the importance of the
object, since the preservation of the harbor of Boston concerns
the prosperity of the whole Commonwealth. Wherefore, the
committee unanimously report the accompanying Resolve.

THOS. G. CARY, Chairman.
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RESOLVE
Relating to the Survey of Boston Harbor.

Resolved , That a sum, not exceeding three thousand five
hundred dollars, be hereby appropriated to defray the expenses
of procuring a survey and chart of Boston Harbor, by the offi-
cers and engineers of the United States employed on the coast
survey, in order to complete the survey commenced by them in
said harbor, in the year eighteen hundred and forty-six; and
the governor is hereby authorized to draw his warrants accord-
ingly.

Resolved, That the governor, if he shall deem it necessary,
be authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the coun-
cil, to appoint a commissioner or commissioners to designate
the points of observation and inquiry, and direct the dis-
bursement of the money that is required for said survey, and
to draw his warrant for his or their compensation from the sum
hereby appropriated.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Seven.


