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The Joint Special Committee, to whom were referred twenty-
five several petitions, signed by 1840 legal voters, of 17
towns in the Commonwealth, asking for an increase of the
alien passenger tax, and a repeal of the State pauper laws;
also, the remonstrances of Nathaniel Fosket and 108 others,
Ebenezer Amsden and 31 others, and of the selectmen of
Charlestown, against said petitions, have heard and consid-
ered the same, in connexion with the joint order of the 29th
of March last, relating to the expediency of altering and
amending the laws concerning alien passengers, and submit
the following

The petitioners appear to have three important subjects in
view, upon which they ask the legislation of the Common-
wealth, viz.—

The protection of the people from the increasing burden of
alien paupers, the competition of foreign with domestic labor-
ers, and the repeal of the State pauper laws.

That the present influx of foreigners into the Commonwealth

eommontotaltij of i^assadjusetts.

In Senate, April 21, 1847.
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are imposing a burdensome, and, in many instances, almost an
intolerable tax upon the people, is a fact which seems to be un-
deniable by those whose attention has been called to the sub-
ject.

Also, that the Character and condition of these foreigners are
such, that they cannot but be detrimental to the labor, morals
and education of the citizens of the State.

The Committee have received no satisfactory statistical evi-
dence as to the whole number of foreigners brought into the Com-
monwealth, annually, or during any specific years ; yet, by the
few statistics and the general information obtained, it appears
that the number is increasing in a manner unprecedented in the
history of the country; and the prospect is, that the number
for the next year, on account of the famine and distress in for-
eign countries, and the flattering inducements in our own, will
be treble, if not quadruple* that of any former year. So far as
the number of foreigners, paying the alien tax in the city of
Boston, can be relied upon, (though it is admitted to be a very
imperfect criterion by which to test the number of foreigners
arriving at that port,) the arrivals last year were nearly dou-
ble those of the year before. In 1845, there were 8,550 who
paid the alien tax at that port; and, in 1846, there were 15,504.
It also appears evident, by current reports from sources of au-
thority, that there arc 200,000, or more, now in process of emi-
grating from Liverpool and other foreign ports to the United
States; a considerable portion of whom will, undoubtedly, be
brought into this Commonwealth.

It is also apparent, that a prominent policy, at the present
time, of the government of Great Britain is, to rid their country
of the surplus pauper populace, by eh'couraging and promot-
ing “ emigration to the colonies which, by practical conslruc-
tion, means, to transport them to the United States.

It is confidently stated, and not without evidence,'that, to
strengthen the inducements to emigration, handbills and plac-
ards are posted in various parts of the British Kingdom, giv-
ing flattering accounts of the luxurious support given by the
State of Massachusetts to poor foreigners. This cannot but be
a successful process of throwing off their accumulated burdens,
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and casting them upon the humanity of this Commonwealth.
The condition of the foreigners immigrating to this State, with
some exceptions, is dreadful; and, in many instances, exhibits
a state of destitution and suffering almost inconceivable to a
citizen accustomed to the luxuries of a Massachusetts freeman.

The greater part of them are driven from their native clods
by the tyranny of hunger and famine. Their passages, if not
paid by the authorities of their own governments, are generally
pre-paid by some friend or relative in this country; but it is not
infrequent that they sell the clothing from their persons to
meet the expense of their passage. This, as was testified be-
fore the Committee, has often been the case with those arriving
at the port of Boston.

It appears in evidence, that many of them have to be taken
from the ship in which they arrive, and carried immediately, by
the overseers of the poor, or their agents, to the almshouse for
support; and, were it not for the bountiful provision in our
pauper-houses, our streets, at the times of these arrivals, would
present scenes of beggary and suffering heretofore unknown to
New England citizens.

Some of the Committee, by invitation of the owner, during
their investigations, visited one of the ships regularly employed
in transporting foreigners from Liverpool to Boston, before the
passengers were landed. This ship had been somewhat cleansed
and prepared for the reception of the Committee, and the pas-
sengers were admitted to be in circumstances superior to the
ordinary class; yet the scene was convincing that the descrip-
tions of beggary and distress, wafted to our shores by almost
every breeze, are not phantoms of the imagination, but lamen-
table, existing realities. Among these were some who had sold
their clothing to pay for their passages, t ive who were im-
ported by that ship have already become a public charge, and
are now in the almshouse of Boston.

It appears that, of 3,610 foreign passengers who arrived at
Boston from the first of November last to the tenth of April
instant, 185 of them were taken from the ships and carried
directly to the almshouse.

In the year 1845, the number of alien paupers in the
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Commonwealth, who received a complete of partial support,
was 3,582; and the cost of their support, to the people, was
$76,224, (exclusive of the large amount paid for State luna-
tics ;) from which deduct $6,920, received for alien passengers,
and it leaves $69,304—being $10,304 more than the amount
paid the Legislature for the same year.

In 1846, the number who received a like support, was
4,411, and the amount which they cost the people, (exclu-
sive of the lunatic expenses, as aforesaid,) was $87,161; from
which deduct $11,526, received from alien passengers, there
will remain $75,635 —being $8,891 more than was paid the
Legislature of that year.

Of the alien paupers supported in 1845, 424 of them came
into the State during the same year, and of those supported in
1846, 722 of them came into the State that year; which shows
the increase of the class that may be called imported paupers
to be very great.

The petitioners contend, and not without much probability
and direct evidence, that the great influx of foreigners has a
tendency to diminish the value of American labor, and degrade
the noble calling of him who earns his bread “ by the sweat of
his brow.” The evidence was clear, that foreigners in their
prices underbid the honest and respectable laborers of the
State ; and it was shown that, from their manner of living and
educating their children, they could afford to work for much
less per day than the native citizens of the State : the former
being satisfied witli food to support the animal existence alone,
and having no higher aim or aspiration, while the latter not
only labor for the body, but for the mind, the soul, and the
State.

It was shown, that a foreigner can live in Massachusetts for
one third what it costs a native citizen, and still his condition
and comforts are greatly improved by his immigration.

It was contended that, if foreigners are to come in and oust
the educated native laborer from his reasonable and accustomed
prices, he could no longer maintain that high stand which
he has heretofore taken ; that he could no longer educate and
train his children to usefulness in public and private life; that,
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instead of being ornaments to society, and representatives of
Massachusetts intelligence and freedom, they must descend to
a level with the cast-off paupers of Europe.

The petitioners complain, that the present influx of foreign-
ers has been thrown upon the State by the influence, and at
the instigation, of certain corporations, ship-owners, and a “dis-
tinguished house in the city of Boston,” who avail themselves
of their services in reducing American labor, and profiting by
the fare of their passages. It was stated in evidence, that
the Eastern Rail-road Corporation was accustomed to bring for-
eign passengers, landed at Portland, from thence to Boston, for a
less fare than they charge the citizens of this State ; that, on
one occasion, the said corporation brought 340 from that city
to Boston for the low fare of 50 cents each ; and that, shortly
after, two of the same passengers became inmates of the
Charlestown poor-house ; and the petitioners suppose, (though
there was no evidence of the fact,) that this was done for the
purpose of aiding the master or ship-owner to avoid the capita-
tion tax of this State.

However ungenerous or impolitic such a course may appear
to the petitioners, or the community, the Committee, as the
laws now are, can see no legal obliquity in the proceeding.

A very respectable gentleman, from the “ distinguished
house” alluded to, came before the Committee, and stated that
they had four ships in the Liverpool trade; that a principal
item on the return voyage consisted of the money received
from the fare of alien passengers; that they occasionally put
two other ships into the business; that, in his opinion, an in-
crease of the foreign passenger tax would stop the landing of
them at Boston, but that it would not diminish the number of
immigrants to the State ; that they would then be landed in
adjoining States, and proceed here by overland conveyance.

The Committee are aware, that, in the case of an increase
of the passenger tax, the evasions above spoken of might
be successful, in many instances; yet, possibly, they
might be avoided in some degree, by imposing a tax, or

liability, on those who transport them by land, similar to that on

those who bring them by sea. The Committee can see no



6 [April,ALIEN PASSENGERS.

difference in the principle of the two cases, though the one may
he more easily executed than the other.

It was also proved, that two other houses in Poston are ex-
tensively engaged in facilitating the passage of aliens into the
State. One of them, as they state, has branches of the agen-
cy in New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New Orleans;
that they sell tickets in this country to be sent to England and
Ireland, the holders of which become entitled to passages in
certain ships, whose owners have contracts with these houses
and agencies for that purpose.

It was alleged by the petitioners, that one of the above
houses had sold tickets to the amount of $20,000 per month
for some months during the past year. This allegation the
House denied; but admitted that, in the month of February
last, they received 18 or $20,000, and contended, that that
month was the best of any in the season.

They did not state, or furnish any evidence of, the amount
received in any other months of the year. The Committee can
see no legal objection to the business negotiated by these two
houses ; yet they can appreciate the feeling which causes the
petitioners to view the enterprise with disapprobation.

The petitioners ask the Legislature to pass laws to protect
Massachusetts laborers against the competition of foreign la-
borers. They contend that the same policy which induces, or
should induce, the general government to enact a protective
tariff, should move the Commonwealth to adopt like measures,
and protect home laborers from the effectual and destructive
competition of foreign laborers within Her own jurisdiction.

The Committee are of the opinion, that the complaints of the
petitioners, in regard to this unequal competition, are, in a con-
siderable degree, substantial and well founded. That American
mechanics and working men cannot labor for the same prices
that the pauper populace of foreign countries can, and still
support their elevated stand in society, and educate their chil-
dren as Massachusetts children ought, and are intended, to be
educated, is apparent to all who will give thought and reflec-
tion to the subject.

If Massachusetts were a perfect sovereignty, and not one of
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many who have assigned certain elements of their power to
the federal government, among which is that “ to regulate com-
merce with foreign nations, and among the several States,”
then it would be competent, and undoubtedly expedient, to en-
tertain the request, and pass salutary laws upon the subject;
but, considering our relation to the United States government,
the Committee are fully of the opinion, that the Commonwealth
has no authority, by a passenger tax, or otherwise, to prohibit
the importation of foreign passengers as a department of com-
merce ; yet they have no doubt of the power of the State to
impose reasonable taxations and forfeitures upon those who
bring foreigners within its jurisdiction, as police regulations,
among which is the protection of the towns and State from
pauperism; and if, incidentally , such taxes and forfeitures
should diminish the number of importations, so far, the desires
of the petitioners could be granted, without any collision or
unconstitutionality.

It is, therefore, apparent that the people of the Common-
wealth could be sufficiently protected against the increase of
alien paupers by increasing the passenger tax, or establishing a
more strict bonding system, were it not for the facilities of
evading such laws, by landing the passengers in other States,
where the laws may be more lenient, or not so strictly enforced,
and by forwarding them from thence into this State, by rail-
roads and other overland conveyances.

This, as before suggested, has been thought to have been
done under the present laws ; yet the Committee are of the
opinion, that this evasion may, in some measure, be avoided,
by making it a penal offence for any ship-master, or owner,
being an inhabitant of this Commonwealth, to land, or permit
to be landed, at any place without the Slate, any such passen-
gers, with the intent to aid and facilitate their passage into this
State. This may appear, at first, to be a doubtful subject of
legislation, as imposing a penalty for an act performed within
the jurisdiction of another State or sovereignty ; but the Com-
mittee are of the opinion, that it is analogous to some subjects
of legislation which are now upon our statute-books, and
strictly enforced and obeyed.
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The Committee find that the burden of supporting alien pau-
pers is very unequally borne by the different cities and towns,
under the present law. Those towns, where alien money is
collected, may defray all their expenses for alien paupers out
of the funds, before any thing is to be paid into the State treas-
ury; whilst those towns that are so situated, by contiguity to
seaports, or otherwise, as to collect no alien money, have to
bear the whole expenses so incurred, with the exception of the
small allowance made by the Commonwealth. This is par-
ticularly the case in Charlestown, and other towns adjacent to
Boston, where no alien money is received ; but still a very
large proportion of alien paupers are there supported. In order
to remedy this evil, the Committee recommend that all the
money collected should, after deducting certain expenses and
incidental charges, be paid into the State treasury, and dis-
tributed to each city and town, in proportion to the amount
actually expended for the support of alien paupers.

It is very apparent, on examination, that the present passen-
ger laws have not been strictly, or even reasonably enforced.
Either from the inefficiency of the officers appointed
them, the unpleasantness of the duty, or some other operating
influence, unknown to the Committee, they have been disre-
garded, much to the detriment of the Commonwealth.

The superintendent of alien passengers, appointed by the
city of Boston, says he has permitted such passengers to land,
even when sick and aged, and when it was necessary to carry
them immediately to the almshouse, without requiring any bond
of indemnity according to the statute of eighteen hundred and
thirty-seven ; that the lame and crippled, who were not able to
support themselves, have been permitted to land, on represen-
tations that they had friends who were able to support them,
and no bond taken. Even, those have been permitted to land,
without the bond, who were so sick and infirm as to be re-
moved immediately to the hospital.

This officer, who has performed these duties for the city for
ten years, says he has not taken six bonds during the whole
time. He further says : “if an aged person, unable to support
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himself, arrives, I permit him to pass, on the two dollars capi-
tation tax being paid.”

The Committee, in justice to this officer, would say, that,
however reprehensible such conduct may be, yet in him it has
been an error of kindness and not of malignity. On being
asked why he permitted such evasions of the law, he said:
:1 My only plea in humanity ; and if you were to see them dying
and suffering, as I do, on their arrival, I doubt whether you
could deny them the privilege of landing

Another witness states that, in 1844, he saw, in a few
months, ten or twelve vessels arrive at East Boston, and land
thirty or forty foreign passengers at a time, without giving
bonds or paying the passenger tax.

From these and numerous other instances of evasion, the
Committee are convinced, that a more prompt and efficient ex-
ecution of the law should be provided for; and this they pro-
pose to do by having the executive officer, who has heretofore
been appointed by the overseers of the poor, and municipal
authorities of cities, hereafter appointed by the Governor and
Council, and that he be under oath and bonds for the faithful
performance of his duty.

Another difficulty, under the present laws, is, that it is not

made the duty of any persons, or corporations, to prosecute for
the breaches thereof; and it is not known to the Committee,
that any prosecution thereon has ever been carried to final
judgment in the Commonwealth. This delinquency is proposed
to be avoided, by making it the special duty of the officer ap-
pointed to superintend the alien passenger law, with the advice
of the district attorney for his district, to prosecute for forfeit-
ures, by indictment, or otherwise.

The petitioners further ask, that the laws called the “ State
pauper laws,” which authorize towns to receive, from the State
treasury, seven cents per day towards the support of all pau-
pers who have not a settlement in the Commonwealth, may be
repealed.

If the measures which the Committee propose, relative to
alien passengers, should operate, as they hope they may, to re-
lieve the people and the Commonwealth from the support of
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alien paupers, then there will remain but 2,611 paupers in the
State, who may be denominated “ State paupers,” instead of
the 7,850 who now compose that class. These must bo prin-
cipally citizens of the United States, immigrated here from
other States, or those who have settlements in the Common-
wealth, which have not been investigated.

The report of the Slate pauper commissioners, under the re-
solve of 1846,-—who visited 19G towns, and examined into their
pauper charges,—shows that many of the citizen State pau-
pers, that have heretofore been charged to the State, have set-
tlements within the same ; consequently, they are not entitled
to be so charged. If all in the State, so overcharged, were cor-
rectly ascertained, the number of State paupers would probably
be reduced to about 2000.

It also appears, by the report aforesaid, that the small con-
tribution paid by the State towards the support of this class of
paupers renders the towns extremely inefficient in the investi-
gation of settlements; which, together with the frequent
changes in the board of overseers of the poor, and the reluc-
tance with which pauper settlements are usually examined,
often causing much expense and litigation to the towns, induces
them to be satisfied with the State allowance, and pay the ad-
ditional expenses from their own funds. If all the expenses of
supporting such paupers were thrown upon the towns, it
would undoubtedly stimulate them to the investigation of set-
tlements, and the paupers would be rightly supported in their
own towns. The pauper commissioners, with their limited
means, in the short time of 189 days, found 60 in the 196
towns which they visited.

There appear no equitable grounds, why citizen paupers
should be made a general charge upon the State, rather than
the towns where they become poor. As a general rule, their
labor and wealth have been spent in and about the towns that
are charged, and there is no reason, obvious to the Committee,
why the towns that have received the benefits of their health
and prosperity, should not support them in their adversity.

The Committee are finally of the opinion, that many of the
grievances and inconveniencies, set forth by the petitioners,
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substantially exist, and that the Legislature, so far as they
have the power, should remove them. They also regret that
the engagements of their time on other committees, and the
lateness of the session at which the petitions were referred,
have not permitted them to collect more statistics upon the
subject; yet they hope that what they have been able to collect
and report will be successful in drawing the attention of the
Legislature to their importance; and, upon a full view of the
subject, they submit the following Bill.

ZENO SCUDDER, Chairman.
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Be it enacted by the. Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint and commission
3 some suitable person to be superintendent of alien
4 passengers, in each city and town of the Common-
-5 wealth, where it may be necessary for the execution
6 of the provisions herein contained, who, before enter-
-7 ing upon the duties of his office, shall be duly sworn,
8 and give bonds to the State treasurer, with sufficient
9 sureties for the performance thereof, in such sum as

10 shall be specified by the governor in his commission,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

AN ACT
Concerning Alien Passengers and Paupers.

£ommomm:alttj of iHasaadjuseusi.
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11 and who shall hold said office until another shall be
12 appointed, commissioned and qualified in his stead.

1 Sect. 2. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall determine the salary of each
3 superintendent of alien passengers by him appointed,
4 and shall specify the same in his commission : pro-
-5 vided, however, that such salary shall never exceed the
6 net amount of alien passenger money received by
7 such superintendent, according to the provisions of
8 this act.

1 Sect. 3. The superintendents of alien passengers
2 shall have the care and oversight of all causes and
3 matters arising under this act, in the city or town for
4 which they are appointed ; and, whenever a breach of
6 any of its provisions shall come to their knowledge,
6 they shall, with the advice of the district attorney for
7 their district, institute prosecutions by indictment, or
8 otherwise, for the forfeitures incurred.

1 Sect. 4. When any vessel shall arrive at any

2 port, or harbor, within this State, with alien passen-
-3 gers on board, who have never before been within the
4 State, the superintendent of the city or town, where
5 it is intended to land such passengers, shall go on

6 board such vessel, and examine into the condition of
7 said passengers; and the master, or commanding offi-
-8 cer, of such vessel, shall, within twenty-four hours
9 after such arrival, make a report, in writing, under

10 oath, to said superintendent, ol the name, age, sex,
11 occupation, place of birth, last place of residence, and
12 condition, of every such passenger ; and none ol them
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13 shall be landed, or permitted to land, until such report
14 shall be made, except as is hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 3. No such alien passenger, except as is
2 hereinafter provided, shall be landed, or permitted to
3 land, until the master, owner, consignee, or agent of
4 such vessel, shall make and deliver to said superin-
-5 tendent a bond to the Commonwealth, with such
G sureties as are undoubted and satisfactory to said su-
-7 perintendent, in a penal sum of not less than fifty nor
8 over five hundred dollars for each passenger reported,
9 conditioned to indemnify every city and town, in the

10 Commonwealth, against any expense they shall incur
11 for the support, as paupers, of any or either of the
12 passengers named in said report, within five years
13 from the date thereof: provided, however, if it shall
14 be made to appear to said superintendent, by un-
-15 doubted evidence, that any of such passengers are in
1G such condition, as to health, property, capacity, and
17 character, that they are not likely to become chargea-
-18 ble to any city or town, he may permit them to be
19 landed, on payment to him, by said master, owner,
20 consignee, or agent, of the sum of two dollars and
21 fifty cents for each passenger so landed, and the
22 names of all such passengers shall be certified by said
23 superintendent on the back of the report; and such
24 passengers shall not be considered in estimating the
25 penal sum of the bond, or in the construction of the
26 condition thereof: and provided, further, that if any
27 such passengers are so sick or destitute as to require
28 relief, and said master shall refuse to report them, or
29 said master, owner, consignee, or agent, shall refuse
30 to give such bond as herein required, the said superin-
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31 tendent may permit them to be landed ; and, in such
32 cases, any city or town that shall be put to any ex-
-33 pense for the support, sickness, or burial, of any such
34 passenger, within five years of the time ho is so land-
-35 ed, may maintain an action of debt against said mas-
-36 ter, owner, consignee, or agent, and recover all the
37 expense incurred, as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. All the reports and bonds made and
2 taken, as aforesaid, shall be deposited, by the superin-
-3 tendent who receives them, with the treasurer of the
4 Commonwealth, within one month of the time they
5 are so received ; and any city or town that shall be
6 put to any expense for the support of such passengers,
7as paupers, for which said bond wr as taken, shall have
8 authority to commence a suit on the same, in the
9 name of the Commonwealth, and recover, for their

10 own benefit, a sum sufficient to indemnify them for
11 the expense aforesaid; and a former judgment, on
12 such bond, shall be no bar to a subsequent action on
13 the same, unless the obligors shall previously have
14 paid the whole amount of the penalty in damages for
15 the indemnity of cities and towns, as herein provid-
-16 ed; and when, in such suits, the defendant shall be
17 entitled to costs, judgment shall be rendered against
18 the party for whose benefit the said suit was corn-

19 menced.

1 Sect. 7. Every master of any vessel, being an

2 inhabitant or resident of this State, whose vessel is
3 destined to any port in the same, who shall land, or

4 permit to be landed, from such vessel, any such alien
5 passengers, at any place in any other State, knowing
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6 that they have the intention of proceeding from such
7 place, by overland conveyance, to this State, shall for-
-8 feit, for every such passenger who shall become a
9 pauper in any city or town of this State, within one

10 year from the time so landed, or permitted to be land-
-11 ed, the sum of five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 8. When any city or town shall be put to
2 expense for the support of any alien pauper, who has
3 never, heretofore, been within this State, if such pau-
-4 per has not been reported, and bond of indemnity
5 given, or the two dollars and fifty cents paid, accord-
-6 ing to the provisions of this act, the said city or town
7 may maintain an action of debt against the person or
8 corporation who shall have first brought such pauper
9 into the State, within six months after his first arrival

10 in the United States, for the whole sum expended, as
11 aforesaid : provided, that no such action shall be so
12 maintained, unless such pauper become chargeable to
13 some city or town within two years from the time of
14 being brought into the State, as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 9. Upon complaint of the superintendent of
2 alien passengers, of any city or town, any justice of
3 the peace or police court may, by warrant directed to,
4 and to be executed by, any constable, or any other
5 person therein designated, cause such alien pauper to
6 be sent and conveyed, by land or water, to the place or
7 country where he belongs, if thejustice thinks proper,
8 and the expense shall be paid by the city or town
9 where he is chargeable, and be repaid from the State

10 treasury, as hereinafter provided.
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1 Sect. 10. Every superintendent of alien passen-
-2 gers shall, on or before the third Wednesday of Janu-
-3 ary of each year, render an account, to the treasurer
4 of the Commonwealth, of all the money received un-
-5 der the fifth section of this act, up to the first day of
6 said January; and, after deducting therefrom the
7 amount of salary due him up to the time to which
8 said account extends, shall pay the balance into the
9 State treasury ; and the treasurer shall forthwith lay

10 said accounts before the Legislature.

1 Sect. 11, AH the money received into the State
2 treasury from the superintendents of alien passengers,
3 also for the forfeitures and penalties received under
4 this act, shall be annually distributed among the cities
5 and towns in the State, in proportion to the sum that
6 each has actually expended for the support of alien
7 paupers, and sending paupers out of the State, ac-
-8 cording to the provisions of this act: provided, that
9 no city or town shall receive a greater amount, from

10 the treasury, than they have actually expended for
11 the purposes aforesaid.

1 Sect. 12. Every city and town, in order to be en-
-2 titled to their proportion of the money, as provided in
3 the eleventh section of this act, shall, on or before
4 the third Wednesday of January, in each year, render
5 an exact account to the treasurer of the Common-
-6 wealth of all their expenses, actually incurred and
7 paid for the support of alien paupers, and sending
8 paupers out of the State, under the ninth section of
9 this act, giving credit for all sums received, on bonds,

10 or otherwise, under the fifth, sixth, and eighth sec-
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11 tions of this act ; and said accounts shall be so made
12 as to include all debts and credits up to the first day
13 of the said month of January; and shall be certified
14 and sworn to by the overseer of the poor, or director
15 of the house of industry, of such city or town ; and
16 the treasurer shall forthwith lay the same before the
17 Legislature.

1 Sect. 13. If any master, or commanding officer,
2 ol any vessel, shall land, or permit to be landed, in
3 this State, any alien passengers, as aforesaid, without
4 complying with the provisions of this act, said master
5 or commanding officer, and the owner or consignee
6 thereof, shall severally forfeit the sum of two hundred
7 dollars for every such alien passenger so landed : pro-
-8 tided, always , that the provisions in this act shall not
9 extend to seamen sent from foreign places by consuls

10 or vice-consuls of the United States ; or to vessels
11 coming on shore in distress; or to any alien passen-
-12 gers taken from any wreck where life is in danger.

1 Sect. 14. If any master, or commanding officer,
2 of any vessel, shall land any such alien passengers at
3 any place within this State, other than those to which
4 such vessel is destined, with intent to avoid the require-
-5 ments of this act, such master, or commanding officer,
6 shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for every
7 such passenger so landed.

1 Sect. 15. Every town shall relieve and support
2 all poor and indigent persons, who have no settlement
3 in the State, whenever they shall stand in need
4 thereof, and may raise monev therefor, and for their
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5 employment, in the same way that other town charges
6 are raised ; and the kindred of any such poor person,
7 in the same line and degree as is mentioned in the
8 fifth section ot the forty-sixth chapter of the Revised
9 Statutes, shall be bound to support them ; and such

10 support shall be enforced in the same way and man-
-11 ner as is provided, in said chapter of said statutes, for
12 the like support of paupers having settlements in
13 towns where they are chargeable.

1 Sect. 16. The overseers of the poor in any city
2 or town where there may be no superintendent of
3 alien passengers, or when such superintendent shall
4 be unable to perform his duties, by reason of absence
5 or ill health, shall perform the duties, and exercise the
6 authority, herein conferred on such superintendents ;

7 and shall in like manner render their accounts to the
8 State treasurer, and pay over the money so received,
9 deducting therefrom a reasonable compensation for

10 their services

1 Sect. 17. The sixteenth, seventeenth, twenty-
-2 seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty-
-3 first, thirty-second, and thirty-third sections of the
4 forty-sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes ; also, the
6 two hundred and thirty-eighth chapter of the statutes
6 of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-seven ; also,
7 the ninety-sixth chapter of the statutes of the year
8 eighteen hundred and forty ; also, the seventy-sixth
9 chapter of the statutes of the year eighteen hundred

10 and forty-five ; also, the one hundred and nineteenth
1 1 chapter of the resolves of the year eighteen hundred
12 and forty-four,—are hereby repealed: provided, that
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13 nothing herein contained shall release any city or
14 town from paying into the State treasury any amount
15 of money which shall have accrued to the State ; nor
16 the State, from any amount of money which shall
17 have accrued to any city or town for the support of
18 State paupers, under the laws hereby repealed, at the
19 time when this act shall take effect: and provided,
20 further, that the liability of the State for the support
21 of lunatic paupers shall be in no way affected by the
22 passage of this act.

1 Sect. 18, This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of July next.


