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To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Council of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

As the several reports, presented by the warden, chaplain,
and physician, embrace a full and detailed account of all the
material facts and events which have occurred during the cur-
rent year, affecting the interests of the Prison, the inspectors
believe that their duty will be best performed by taking a brief
view of its general concerns and condition. More than this
could hardly be done without entering upon those departments
of official duty which appropriately belong to others.

The financial condition of the Prison, at the present time, is
not so prosperous as it was a year ago, and has generally been.
This difference, however, is the result of causes which could
not have been prevented by any system of economy or retrench-
ment that could have been practised, as is made fully to appear
by the warden’s report. Among the principal of these, is the
large amount that has been necessarily expended for repairs
upon some of the buildings, in consequence of a destructive
fire that has occurred during the year, and also from the exorb-
itant prices that have been paid for certain articles of provision,
of which the convicts have always consumed large quantities.

The different branches of labor in which the prisoners have
been engaged have been, we believe, as successfully pursued,
and been made as productive, in proportion to the number of
laborers employed, as in former years; so that the present
pecuniary condition of the Prison is principally, if not wholly,
owing to the large and unavoidable outlays which have been
made during the year beyond what is usual.
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As regards the health, both of body and mind, which has
prevailed among the convicts since our last report, it is enough
to say, that it has been no less remarkable than in former
years; and we have cause to believe, from the best authenti-
cated statistics, that the degree to which our Prison has been
favored, in both these particulars, for many years past, is with-
out a parallel, in any similar institution, in this or any other
country.

The Sabbath school, so long connected with the Prison, and
which we have cause to believe has, from its origin, been pro-
ductive of great good, we are happy to say, is well sustained,
and in a prosperous condition. The faithful labors of a suffi-
cient number of competent teachers, under the immediate care
and supervision of the venerable and devoted chaplain, so long
at the head of this department, has placed it among the most
valuable institutions of the kind in the country.

The inspectors beg leave, in conclusion, to say, that the
favorite system of congregate labor and lenient discipline,
established in our Prison, has fully answered the high expecta-
tions of its most zealous advocates. Every year brings with it
new proof of its practicability, and of its great superiority
over any and every other that differs from it.

The time is coming, and is not far distant, when the treat-
ment heretofore, and even now, to some extent, administered
to men in Prison, in our own and in other countries, and espe-
cially the corporal punishment, which, in aggravated forms,
they are doomed so often to receive, will be looked upon as
unchristian and be denounced as a relic of barbarism. And
the wonder is, that a practice, so inhumane and reprehensible,
should have been so long tolerated in Christian communities.
Humanity should long ago have risen up against it and thrown
her arm of protection around the erring tenant of the cell. It
should be remembered by all those who are intrusted with the
high prerogative of administering punishment, that the convict
in the Prison is sentenced by the law to expiate his crime by
confinement and hard labor, and that every degree of punish-
ment beyond what is needful for the due execution of this sen-
tence, and the attainment of the best ends to be answered by
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it, is excessive, is beyond the sentence and intention of the law,
and is without law or justice.

These sentiments, we believe, will commend themselves to
the mind and heart of every philanthropist, and are destined
to prevail and to be acknowledged in every prison and place of
punishment in the land.

Very respectfully,

BRADFORD SUMNER,
SAMUEL GREELE,
ABRAHAM F. HOWE,

Inspectors of Massachusetts State Prison.
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To His Excellency Geoege N. Briggs, Governor, and the Hon-
orable Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The Warden of the State Prison respectfully submits the
following statement of the concerns of that institution ;

The whole number of convicts remaining in the Prison
October Ist, 1847, ..... 288

The whole number of convicts received into Prison,
during the year ending September 30, 1848, has
been as follows, viz., under sentence from the sev-
eral courts, . . . . . .121

From Worcester Insane Hospital, where he had been
sent from this Prison as insane, ... 1

410
Discharged from the Prison, during the year ending

September 30, 1848,—
By expiration of sentence, . . .94
By remission of sentence, . . .27
By order of Court, .... 1
By removal to the Lunatic Hospital by order

of the commissioners, ... 2
Escaped, ..... 2
Died, ... ... 3

129

The whole number remaining in Prison, on the 30th
of September, 1848, . . . . .281

-Ages of those in Prison:
15 to 20 years, . . 41 50 to CO years, . . 18
20 to 30 “

. . 137 60 to 70 “
. .2

30 to 40 “
. . 52 70 to SO “

.
1

40 to 50 “
.

. 30
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Crimes of those in Prison :

Murder, . . .51 Escaping from House of
| Correction, . . 3

Felonious assault, 3
Counterfeiting bank bills and

Assault with intent to com- passing the same, . 2
mil a rape, . . 1

Stealing from a shop, . 4
Assault and highway rob-

bery, .
. .1 Having in possession coun-

terfeit bank bills, . 6
Assault with intent to mur-

der, . . . 4|| Poisoning with intent to kill, 1

Incest, . . . 1 Attempting to set fire,
. 2

Robbery, . . .3 Embezzlement and larceny, 1
Manslaughter, . 4 j Having counterfeit coin with

I intent to pass the same, . 4Store breaking and larceny, 20
Rape, . . . 1Highway robbery in second

degree, . . 1 Accessory to a larceny be-
I fore the fact, . . 1

Burglary, . . . 24 '
! Forgery, . . .3
Larceny, . .

. 78 |
i Bigamy, .

. 1Malicious burning, . . 1
j Entering a dwelling-houseAssault with intent to rob, . 5 | with intent to commit lar-J ceny, .

. 1
Common and notorious thief, 14 ]

. j Lewd and lascivious co-Burmng a dwelling-house, . 1 I habitation 2i ’

Arson, . . .7 Stealing, . . 1
Stealing from the person, . 4 Adultery, .

. 7
Breaking and entering a Burning a dwelling-house, . 1shop with intent to commit

a larceny, . . 7 Attempting to break and en-
I ter a shop, .

. 1Shop breaking, . .16
. | Breaking and entering a ves-Burnmg a barn, . - 2 sel and stealing, . . 1

Burglary in second degree,. 4 Breaking and entering a
t, , • , . dwelling-house in theBreaking and entering a dav-lime 3dwelling-house and steal- ’

ing therein, . .17 Burglary and larceny, . 1
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Highway robbery, . . 1 Receiving stolen goods, . 2
Counterfeiting, . . 1 Attempting to break and

enter a bank with intent
Obtaining a lease by false to steal, . . .2

pretences, . . 1
Obtaining property by false

Passing a forged promis- pretences, .
. 1

sory note, . . 1

Breaking and entering an
office and stealing, .1 281

Terms of Sentences for those now in Prison;

1 year, . . . 31 5 years, . . .12
1 year and 3 months, . 3 5 years and 3 months, . 1
1 year and 6 months, . 14 6 years, . . .6
1 year and 8 months, . 1 6 years and 4 months, . 1

1 year and 10 months, . 1 j 7 years, . . .8
2 years, . . . 57 ] 8 years, . . .2
2 years and 2 months, . 18 years and 6 months, . 1
2 years and 4 months, . 1 9 years, .

. .1
2 years and 6 months, .10 10 years, . . .10
2 years and 8 months, . 1 1 13 years, . . . 1
2 years and 11 months, . 1 14 years, . . . 1
3 years, . . . 47 15 years, . . . 1
3 years and 6 months, . 5 18 years, . . .3
3 years and 10 months, . 4 35 years, . . . 1
4 years, . . .33 Life,

. . .17
4 years and 2 months, . 1
4 years and 6 months, . 4 281
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Slates and Countries of which they are Natives:

Massachusetts, . . 97 District of Columbia, . 1
Maine, . . .16 Canada, . . .6
New Hampshire, . . 17 Nova Scotia, . . 4

Vermont, . . .7 England, . . .18

Connecticut, . . 10 Ireland, . . .30
Rhode Island, . . 8 New Brunswick, . . 3
New York, . . 30 Prince Edward’s Island, . 1
New Jersey, . . 3 Germany, . . .2
Pennsylvania, . . 5 Scotland, . . .2
Maryland, . . .3 Mexico, .

. . 1

Ohio, . . .2 Switzerland, . . 1

Virginia, . . 3 ; France, . . .3
North Carolina, . .1 Louisiana, . . . 1
Delaware, . . . 1 Texas, . . I

South Carolina,
. . 2 Florida, .

.
. 1

Kentucky, . . .1 281

Employments:
Stone Cutters, . . 72 I Cabinet Makers and Uphol-
n _

sterers, . . .69Carpenters, . .2
Tool Grinders, . .3 j Carvers - • • 5

Team hands, . .6 Brush Makers, . .21
I

Blacksmiths, . . 20 Tailors and Repairers, . 5

Whitesmiths, . . 2 Shoemakers, . . 13

Tin Workers, 14 J Cooper, . . .1
Printers, . . .4 j j Employed in Cookery, . 9

2
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Baker,
. . .1 Patients, . . .3

Barbers, . . .2 Invalids, . . 1

Washers, .
. .2 Confined in cell, . . 1

Solitary prison sweepers, &c., 9 In punishment, .
. 2

Wood sawyers, coal car- | Waiters and runners in
riers, and lumpers, . 6 I shops and house, . 6

Hospital attendants, .2 281

The 122 Convicts received into Prison the past year, were con-
victed as follows :

Boston, . . .49 Northampton, . . 4

Lowell, . . .3 Lenox, . . .2

Concord, . . .5 Springfield, .
. 1

Cambridge, . .11 Plymouth, . . .5
Worcester,. . .3 Dedham, . . .10
Taunton, . . .9 Barnstable, . . 1

New Bedford, . . 10 Greenfield, . . 1

Newburyport, . .1 State Lunatic Hospital, . 1

Salem, . . .2 .

Ipswich, . . .4 122

Ages of those received the last year :

15 to 20 years, . . 30 35 to 40 years, . . 12

20 to 25 “

. . 35 40 to 50 “

. .9
25 to 30 “

. .21 50 to 60 “
. .5

30 to 35 “
. . 10 122
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Crimes of those received the last year :

Larceny, . . .47 Adultery, . . .5
Highway robbery, . . 1 Cheating by false pretences, 1
Robbery and larceny, . 1 Burglary in second degree, 3
Shop breaking, . . 7 Burning a barn in the night-

time, . . .1Stealing in a warehouse, . 1
Breaking and entering an

Breaking a dwelling-house office and Btealiugj . iand stealing therein, . 7
i Robbery, . . .1House breaking, . . i

r. 7 e Forgery, . . .2Burglary, . . .5
_ „ . , Receiving stolen goods, . 2
stealing from the person, . I

. Lewd and lascivious co-Passing a counterfeit bank habitation, .
. 1bill, • • , <>L

_ , ~ ,
Uttering counterfeit coin, . 2Common and notorious thief, 7

T
. n TT . Assault with intent to murder, 1escaping from House of

Correction, . . 1 Attempting to break and en-
Shop breaking and larceny, 10 ter a *3an^>

Coumerfeiting, . . 1
Obtaining a lease by false r ■ i i& J

, Stealing in a shop, . . 1
pretences, . .1 D ‘

. ,
. Having in possession coun-

rassing a forged promis-
, A-. '•

■,& r terfeit coin, . . 1sory note, . . 1

Arson, . . .3 122

Sentences of those received the last year :

1 year, . . .31 4 years, . . .13
1 year and 3 months, . 3 5 years, . . .1
1 year and 6 months, . 8 C years, . . .1

1 year and 8 months, . 1 7 years, . . .1
2 years, . . . 34 10 years, . . . 1
2 years and 6 months, . 4 Life, . . .3

3 years, .
. .20

3 years and 6 months, . 1 122
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States and Countries of which those received the last year are
natives :

Massachusetts, .
. 44 Ohio, . . . 1

Maine, . . .6 Texas, . . 1
New Hampshire, . . 8 Florida, . . 1
Vermont, . . .2 Canada, . . . 1
Connecticut, . . 2 England, . . .7
Rhode Island, . . 6 Ireland, . . .16
New York,. . . 16 New Brunswick, . . 1
Pennsylvania, . . 3 Germany, . . 1
Maryland, . . .1 Switzerland, . . 1

North Carolina, . . 1 France, . . . 1
South Carolina,

.
. I Scotland, . . .1

Louisiana, . . .1 122

Of the 122 received the past year, 21 are recommitments as
follows, viz :

16 are .... second comers, and
5 are .... third comers.

The 21 recommitments the last year were for the following
crimes, viz:

Larceny, . . .8 House breaking and larceny, 4

Shop breaking and larceny, 4 Adultery, . . . 1
Stealing in a warehouse, . 1 Common and notorious thief, 1
Burglary, ... 1
Passing a forged promis- 21

sory note, . . 1
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Of the 281 Convicts now in Prison, 50 are recommitments, as
follows:

Second comers, . . 39 I Sixth comers, . . 1

Third comers, . . 9
Fourth comers, 1 1 59

Crimes of those in Prison sentenced for Life:
Murder, sentence death, Burning a dwelling-house in

commuted to imprison- the night time, sentence
ment for life, . . 5 death, commuted to im-

prisonment for life, . 1
Assault and highway rob-

bery, . . .1 Arson, sentence death, com-
muted to imprisonment

Malicious burning, . . 1 for jjfe _ _ j

Robbery, . . .2 Highway robbery, . . 1
Burglary, ... 4
Rape, sentence, death, com- 17

muted to imprisonment
for life, . . .1

Of the 17 convicts in confinement during life, 3 have been
received the past year, viz., for highway robbery, one; robbery,
one; arson, sentence death, commuted to imprisonment for
life, one.

There are 22 negroes and 8 mulattoes in this Prison, Of this
number, 10 negroes and 2 mulattoes were received during the
past year.

The largest number of convicts in Prison, at any time
during the past year, was, .... 303

The smallest number was .... 266
The average number has been.... 257

The order, management, and discipline, of the Prison, con-
tinue to be the same as stated in my former reports. There
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has been the same willing obedience, the same kind feelings
and good deportment, the same absence of severity, the same
paucity of punishments, the same willingness to labor, the
same desire of improvement, the same love of books and de-
votion to reading, writing, and cyphering, in their cells, as
heretofore. In fact, every thing has gone on so much in the
order of other years, that it leaves me but little to say without
repeating what has been said before. lam still convinced, that
the discipline of kindness, which I have adopted, is the best
calculated to reform the convict, and make him a wiser, better,
and happier man. There have been discharged, during the
year, 129 convicts, a number unusually large, and, among
them, more who appeared to be reformed than ever heretofore,—
men who have improved their minds and manners in Prison!
who have learned habits of industry and good trades here, and
have qualified themselves to become good men and respectable
citizens hereafter. Of the 27 convicts discharged by the exer-
cise of Executive clemency, I have learned that all but one are
doing well, are obtaining a livelihood by honest labor, and are
becoming respected citizens in the communities where they
reside.

The convicts still continue to take great interest in the
library, the Sunday school, and the Society for Moral Improve-
ment and Mutual Aid, and the advantages derived from these,
lam sure, have not failed, and cannot fail, to do good. Each
convict, besides, is furnished with a slate, pencil, and arith-
metic, in his cell, and is required to devote his leisure time to
the silent work of self-education. I have reason to believe,
that there are but few who do not, to some extent, improve the
opportunities afforded them, while there are many laudably
anxious and industrious in the labor of self-improvement.

The Hon. Francis C. Gray, of Boston, visited the Prison
towards the close of the last year, and, learning that the con-
victs derived much pleasure and instruction from the perusal of
books, generously made a donation of $5O for the increase of
the Prison library. This money has been expended during the
year in the purchase of the following books, viz ;
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VOLB.

Auto-Biography of Goethe, .... 2
Adventures in Mexico, by Ruxton, 1
Bushnel’s Christian Nurture, . . . . 1
Cyclopedia of English Literature, ... 2
Czar and his Court and 1 eople,.... I
History of England, (Pictorial,) large, ... 4

“ “ Ferdinand and Isabella, by Prescott, . 3
I! “ Oregon and California, by Greenhow, . 1
“ “ Germany, by I. D. Hass, 1
“ “ the Bible, by Sears, . . . . 1
“ “ Talley of the Mississippi, ... 2
“ “ Highlands of Ethiopia, . . . 1
“ “ Georgia, ..... 2
“ “ France, ten years under Louis Philippe, . 2

Iroquis, American Antiquities, by Schoolcraft, . . L
Ireland’s Welcome to the Stranger, . . . 1
Life of Chevalier Bayard, .... 1
Literature of South of Europe, by Sismondi, . . 2
Life and Correspondence of John Foster, . . 2
“ of the Duke of Marlboro’, .... 1
“ “ Capt. John Smith, .... 1
“ “ Hans Christian Anderson, ... 1

Narrative of Chinese Cities, by Smith, ... 1
Philosophy of Life, by Von Schlyer, ... 1
Vestiges of Natural History, .... 1
Voyage up the River Amazon, by Edwards, . . 1
History of Switzerland, . . ... . 2

40

I thought it proper to name these books, that Mr. Gray may
know how his donation has been expended.

The Prison continues to be remarkably healthy, although
there have been three deaths during the year, yet they were of
men who had been long diseased, and whose lives were proba-
bly prolonged by their imprisonment.

There have been two escapes,—one from the Prison wharf
where the convict was employed under an officer, the other
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escaped through a hole, made in the night time by an accom-
plice, through the canal gate. These escapes were duly inves-
tigated by the Board of Inspectors, who found that no blame
was attachable to the government of the Prison, nor to any of
the officers.

A fire broke out in the attic of the cabinet shop, about ten
o’clock in the evening, of September 5, and consumed the
whole roof of the building. It is impossible to say how this
fire commenced. There had been no fire in the room, and the
convicts had been shut up in the solitary prison some four
hours when the fire was discovered, rendering it almost im-
possible to have been the work of a convict. An officer, ac-
cording to the routine of his duty, had passed through the
attic about an hour before, for the express purpose of seeing
that all was safe, and yet, in about an hour afterwards, the
fire broke out of the roof, so that, if it was the work of an
incendiary, it must have been done immediately after the officer
left the room. There is no way of accounting for it, except by
supposing, that some one came in over the wall and set fire to
the building, or by supposing that it might have originated by
spontaneous combustion. On the discovery of the fire, the
alarm was immediately given, and the great gates of the
Prison were thrown open, and the fire engines and companies
from Charlestown, Boston, and Cambridge, rushed in, and,
although it was low tide, and no water could be obtained from
the canal, yet our large, new cisterns, afforded water enough to
enable the fire companies and citizens to keep the fire from com-
municating to the adjoining shops and the stone sheds, so that
the roof of the cabinet shop alone was destroyed. Messrs. Foster
La wrence & Co., the contractors in the cabinet department,
had a large stock of goods in the building, which was de-
stroyed, but for which they were partially or wholly insured.
All the convicts in the cabinet shop were thrown out of work
by this disaster, and I was obliged, the next day, to put them
all to the business of repairing damages, and, in three weeks,
the brick walls were repaired, a new gable end built up, a new
roof made, and the whole completed, and the convicts were all
at work again in the shop. This work was all done by the
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convicts under the direction of two carpenters, hired from
without, except the mason work and the slating. The whole
expense of the repairs of the cabinet shop was $ 1,515 57.

The net earnings of the Prison, during the year, have been
$32,387 82, being about as large as the year before, and larger
than any other year since I have been warden. But the ex-
penses have been greater than they have ever been before,
amounting to $35,115 04, leaving a deficit of income of
$2,727 22. It has been a hard year to supply the Prison with
provisions. The lowest price that I could obtain a contract for
beef and pork was about one third higher than heretofore, and
the cost of potatoes has been three times as great as formerly,
when the potatoe crop was free from disease. In fact, I have
been unable, much of the time, to obtain good potatoes enough
to supply the Prison at any price, and I have been obliged to
substitute, in part, flour, rice, and bread, as cheaper and better
than partially diseased potatoes, though much more expensive
than potatoes ordinarily are. Another item in the increased
expense may be found in the addition to the salaries of the
watchmen, by an act of the Legislature of 1837, and by an
annual appropriation from the Prison funds of $lOO, for “the
increase, preservation, and care of the library,”—together,
amounting to $1,200; and this is the first year that the whole
of this item of $1,200 has been added to the expenses of the
Prison. I have been obliged, during the year, to nearly double
the quantity of light in the solitary prison, to comply with the
injunctions of the Legislature, that every convict should have
light enough in his cell to see to read till nine o’clock in the
evening, which has amounted to no inconsiderable part of the
increased expense. 129 convicts have been discharged during
the year, 41 more than the year before, and furnishing these
with the clothing and money required by law constitutes
another large item in the increased expense. It is true that the
average number has been larger than the year before, but the
great number which increased the average happened in the
winter season, when the earnings of the prisoners are less, and
the costs of their support greater than in any other season,
while, during the summer, the number was below the average.

3
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I have been obliged, during the year, to have the centre build-
ing of the old prison pointed anew with Holden’s cement, and
to rebuild the cistern in the cookery, which have also con-
tributed to the increased expense. Such has been the result
of the labor and finances of the Prison during the year. It
would have been more gratifying to me, to have been able to
have reported a surplus of earnings. I have always been
ambitious to have the earnings at least equal to the expense,
and such has been the case ever before since I have been war-
den. The year before I took charge of the prison, there was a
deficit of $5,022 11, and an appropriation was made by the suc-
ceeding Legislature to supply this deficit, but, as the earnings
of the next year were sufficient, the money was not needed,
and was not taken from the Treasury of the Commonwealth,
But an appropriation will now be needed to meet the

Deficit of the past year, viz : . . . $2,727 22
And also for the expense of repairing the cabi-

net shop, injured by the fire, . . . 1,515 57

Making the whole appropriation needed, . . $4,242 79

I think this appropriation will be necessary from the fact,
that I have not been able to make a more favorable contract for
beef and pork for the coming year, than the last, and from the
fact, that potatoes are as dear and as scarce as ever, and as I
do not see any way by which the expenses of the coming year
can be very much reduced. I hope, however, to be able to
make the earnings greater and equal to the expense of the
coming year, and if the number of convicts continue to be
large, I have no doubt that such a result can be obtained.

I have been sick a considerable portion of the past year, and
was confined to the house about three months in the winter and
spring, with a dangerous disease of the lungs; and I was
afterwards obliged to spend a part of the spring at the south,
to avoid the rough east winds, which prevail here at that sea-
son of the year, and I was compelled sometimes, during the
summer, to seek relaxation abroad and unburthen myself from
the cares of the Prison, so that I have not been able to devote
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myself so entirely to the Prison as heretofore, or as would be
desirable; and it may be that some of the interests of the
Prison have suffered in consequence. But I now feel that my
health is nearly or quite restored, and I hope to be able here-
after to give to the concerns of the Prison ray undivided atten-
tion. I feel myself under great obligations to Mr. Payne, the
deputy warden, for his efficient services in the government of
the Prison, and to Mr. Frothingham, the clerk, for his faithful
management of the finances during my sickness and absence,
and I will still bear testimony to the kindness, efficiency and
goodness of the Rev. chaplain, to the skill and great success of
the physician, and to the fidelity of all the officers of the
Prison.

The accounts of the past year, together with the vouchers,
having been examined and approved by the Mon. Board of In-
spectors, shall be duly deposited in the office of the Treasury of
the Commonwealth.

The following schedule shows the disbursements and income
for the year ending September 30th, 184 S
Dk Disbursements and income from October 1 st, 1847, to September I,oth, 1848...Ck.

To cash paid— I By net receipts —

For provisions, .88,804 01 In stone department, 813,997 68
Do. expense of Hos- I Do. in labor depart-

pital, . . 245 04 ment, . . 16,599 23

Do. do. of clothing, . 4,479 61 Do. for visitor’s fees, 1,575 91
Do. do. of fuel, oil, &c. 3,704 41 Do. for rents, . 215 00
Do. do. of prisoners j

discharged, . 508 50 I 832,387 82
Do. do. of officers’ [

salaries, . . 16,642 02 I amount of de-
j ficit of income, . 2,727 22Do. do. of transpor-

tation of prisoners, 240 69
Do. do. of repairs of

real estate, . 490 76 j
835,115 04 i 835,1)5 04
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The expense of the repairs of the cabinet shop,
damaged by fire was .... $1,515 57

Which, together with the above deficit of . 2,727 22

Makes a deficiency in the revenue of the Prison,
amounting to . . .

. . $4,242 79

All which is respectfully submitted by

FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden.

Mass. State Prison,
Dec. 14th, 1848.
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To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Council :

Agreeably to usage, I herewith present the annual report of
the physician’s department of the State Prison. In so doing, 1
am glad to be able to state, that there has been a good degree
of health among the convicts the past year; although they
have not been entirely exempted from mortality, as was the
case the last year. On the other hand, the institution has been
highly fortunate in not suffering from some of the complaints
which have been unusually prevalent in the community at
large, the past season, particularly dysentery. A few cases of
the last named disorder have, indeed, occurred; but they have
been of a mild type, and have readily yielded to remedial
measures.

Pursuing the numerical statement of medical particulars,
heretofore adopted, there have been admitted to the Hospital,—
i. e., received into it as Hospital patients—ninety convicts in
all; or, allowing for the repeated admissions of the same per-
sons, forty-nine different patients. These have spent, together,
875 days, in the Hospital. In addition to this, there have been
admitted to the Hospital, as invalids, for the day, patients
amounting, in the aggregate, to 573. Thus, it would appear,
that the aggregate amount of the number of days spent in the
Hospital, on account of sickness, had only been equal to an
average of four patients a day. I have prescribed 425 days of
light labor; and there has been about the same number of in-
stances, in which a change of labor has been allowed at my
recommendation.

When it is considered that the number of different prisoners
in the Prison during the past year has been 410, and the general
average as high as 287, I think the above results will serve to
show a fair average degree of health—-fully equal to that of the
community at large, and vastly superior to what would have
been enjoyed by the same class of men in the pursuit of their
usual modes of living, when at large. The above statement of
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illness takes into the account all the cases of accidental injury
from the ordinary exposure in cutting stone, and the use of
tools, and other occasions of injury in the mechanic arts. But
it should also be remarked, that there are some in the Prison,
who, from infirmity, or age, are incapaciated for any laborious
employment; and such are not included in the above estimate.

During the year, three convicts have died, of consumption.
John Wade died November, 1847, aged 41 years. He was a

second comer, and had been in the Prison, on his last sentence,
since 1835, when he was sent here for life, for the crime of ar-
son. Hn had had hemorrhage of the lungs several years ago,
and had since been exempted from hard labor. During the last
four years, ho had had several similar attacks at intervals. Not-
withstanding his disease, he preferred occupation whenever he
was able to leave the Hospital. An opportunity to do light
work was accordingly granted him. I have no doubt, in his in-
stance, as in other similar cases, that this employment tended
to prolong his life. It may be worthy of remark, that he had
been in the Prison longer than any other convict who is now
here, upon a last commitment; and longer than any other one
who has ever been confined in the Prison, upon a life-sentence,
except one.

The average period of imprisonment of all those sentenced
for life to the State Prison, since 1818, amounting to 125, has
not exceeded seven years. Nineteen of this number have died
in the Prison after an average confinement of seven years.
There are some convicts, however, who have passed more than
thirty years within this Prison, at different periods. One is
now here, who has thus passed more than thirty-three years of
his life.

James Carter, colored, died in February, aged 27 years, hav-
ing been here but a few weeks. At the time of his admission,
he bore unequivocal marks of phthisis, in its advanced stage.

Wm. Fairweather, colored, died in June, aged 21 years. He
had been here less than six months; and had suffered, as he
said, from some disease of the lungs before his commitment.

During the year, no new case of insanity has manifested it-
self. The Commission on Lunacy have, however, been called
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to pass upon one case, where the person was supposed to be
insane when he was sentenced. Indeed, an intimation of a
doubt on that point was brought to the physician from the
judge of the court, who passed the sentence. After a detention
here ofsome weeks, during which time he was closely observed,
the Commission came together, and were unanimous in the
opinion that he was laboring under such aberration of mind as
to render his removal to the State Lunatic Hospital expedient.

One other convict, who had twice been an inmate of the Lu-
natic Hospital, and had been returned as sufficiently restored,
was found not to be so, and was again sent back by a vote of
the Commission.

To those familiar with the system here pursued, it seems
hardly possible to suppose, that, subjected as the convicts are,

through each day, to the constant observation of those whose
duty it is to have a watch over them, as well as to the immedi-
ate presence of those convicts, with whom they are working
side by side, and to the frequent and varied intercourse of the
different officers of the Prison, I say it seems impossible that
any evidences of insanity, if they really exist, should escape
observation. The attempts to feign insanity have not been fre-
quent. Nor is there any reason to believe, that, in any instance,
have the Commission been mistaken in their opinions in rela-
tion to this matter.

I repeat my renewed obligations to the Warden, Chaplain,
and the other officers, for their friendly cooperation and aid, in
the discharge of my duties.

Respectfully submitted,
JONATHAN W. BEMIS,

Physician of Massachusetts Slate Prison.

Charlestown. December. 1848.




