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Sir, —I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the An-
nual Report from this Department, for the year 1848, and
remain,

With the highest respect,
Your obedient servant,

GEO. H. DEVEREUX,

Adjutant General.
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’Adjutant General’s Office,
Boston, December 31st, 1848. \

To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor and Com-
mander in Chief:

Sir,—I beg leave to submit to your Excellency the usual
annual report from this department, containing the abstracts
and accounts required by law; together with such other in-
formation and suggestions as seem to come within the line of
my duty.

The following table exhibits the numerical force of the En-
rolled or Inactive Militia, according to the returns of the year;
and also a comparison with those of 1847 ;

Return of the Enrolled Militia, for 1848,

Counties. 1847. 1848. Increase. Decrease.

f Suffolk, . . . 8,728 12,573 3,845
I Dukes, ... 287 329 42

-r, I Nantucket, . . 588 565 - 23
r/‘

RST J. Barnstable, . . 1,804 1,929 125Divis,on' | Norfolk, .
. 81282 8,609 327

1 Plymouth, . . 5,555 5,838 283
Bristol, . . . 7,614 7,988 374

Second $ Essex, . . . 10,360 11,747 1,387
Division. \ Middlesex, . . 17,997 17,757 - 240

[ Worcester, . . 12,509 13,884 1.375
„

| Franklin, . . 3,176 2,983 193
bird Hampshire, . . 3,400 3,478 78division. | Hampden; . . 4,672 5,405 732

.. 4,691 4,992 301

89,663 98,076 8,869 456
Subtract, . .

- 89,663 456

Gain for 1848,
.

8,413 8,413

TABLE 1.
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This table exhibits an increase of 8,413 men over the returns
of last year, which is to be referred, probably, in some small
measure, to the increased population of the State, but chiefly
to greater accuracy in the returns from the towns and cities.
The records of this office show an inequality in these last,
which can only be accounted for by the supposition of negli-
gence on the part of the assessors or clerks charged with mak-
ing them, and not by actual corresponding variations in fact.
As the Commonwealth receives yearly, from the United States,
a large quantity of military stores, the amount of which de-
pends upon the ratio of our returns to those of other states,
there is a practical and pecuniary importance attached to them,
independently of their value for any statistical or military pur-
pose. The attempt has been made to procure, for the past year,
a return as nearly complete and accurate, throughout the State,
as is attainable through the channels designated by law for
that purpose. The undertaking involved a great deal of extra
trouble in the careful comparison of the numbers for past years,
and in correspondence with the local authorities. It is re-
warded by a result which there is reason to believe to be a tol-
erable approximation to the truth.

The requisition of the law, in respect to this matter, is; “ that
assessors of towns and cities shall, annually, make out a list of
all the names of persons liable to be enrolled, and place it in
the hands of the clerk of every city and town in the Common-
wealth ; and it shall be the duty of every such clerk to record
such roll or list of names in the book of record of every such
city or town.”

“Annual returns of the Militia, thus enrolled, shall be trans-
mitted to the Adjutant General, in the month of May or June,
by the Clerks aforesaid.”

The phrase “Annual Returns,” has been construed to re-
quire the transmission to this office of a full copy of the roll
itself, containing the name of each individual enrolled; and
such has been the practice in making the return. According
to this construction, three copies of these rolls must be made
for every year : One by the Assessors, one upon the record
book, and one for the Adjutant General, by the Clerk.
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A vast amount of labor is involved in this course of proceed-
ing, especially in the large places. The return of the City of
Boston, for this year, is a quarto volume, comprising three hun-
dred and fourteen pages. Throughout the State, it requires, of
course, the writing of three hundred thousand names to com-
plete the process. There is no especial compensation provided
for the performance of this irksome task, which must constitute
a very serious item among the municipal duties.

I would respectfully suggest, that, as far as the return to this
office is concerned, most of the labor might be spared, without
any inconvenient result. The simple statement of the number
of men upon the roll, without a specification of names, would
answer every purpose. The number is important only as a
matter of statistics, in ordinary cases. In emergencies that
might require the active organization of this enrolled force,
there could be no direct communication between this Depart-
ment and individuals. The course to be followed would be a
draft or a levy, !1 en masse," effected by the agency of the local
authorities, or of military officers appointed to the duty. The
registering of individual names is requisite for the local pro-
ceedings that would be necessary in such case ; but it is of no
value whatever at Head Quarters. Except for the purpose of
regulating and ascertaining the pay, there would be no need or
propriety of any such returns, even of the Active Militia. The
gross numbers and regular reports of the officers of the various
corps, afford all the information that could ever be required or
turned to any account, in the general administration of the mi-
litia.

It may be well doubted, indeed, whether the language of the
law prescribes, or intends to prescribe, by the word “returns”
the “ roll or list” in full, as recorded upon the city or town books.
The only possible utility of such voluminous and minute pro-
ceeding, is the effect it might have to ensure a punctilious dis-
charge of the duty. Even in this point of view, it may be
doubted whether the labor thus imposed may not prove rather
a standing inducement to curtail the list. Precautions of a dif-
ferent description would be, at once, more efficient and more
reasonable. The vigilant superintendence and examination of
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the Adjutant General’s Department must be, after all, the chief
means of thorough accuracy.

The condition of the Active Militia is displayed in the two
tables following, which are abstracted from the regular returns
according to law as far as the returns themselves are authentic
and perfect. There are palpable and considerable deficiences
in many of them.

Table No 2, is an abstract of the Division returns, which are
based upon the returns of Companies at the May Inspection.

Table No. 3, is an abstract of the Brigade Returns, which
are derived from the results of the Fall Inspection.

Table No. 4, gives a full return of the militia and its equip-
ments, in a condensed and systematic form.

By simple comparison of these returns with the correspond-
ing ones of last year, there would appear to be a great decrease
in the numbers of the volunteer force, viz, ;

By Division, or Spring Returns, - 725 men.
By Brigade, or Fall Returns, - 403 men.

This matter requires explanation; neither of these returns
gives a fair view of the actual number.

Many companies neglected the duty of May Inspection,
which have done duty since, and are in good condition; and
moreover, only three out of the whole number of Regimental
Bands are included in the returns. These facts cut down the
sum total of Table No. 2.

The net loss, shewn in Table No. 3, would be much dimin-
ished by the correction of sundry errors in the returns, which
the terms of the law compel us to follow, in making out the
abstracts of this office, although aware of their incorrectness.
Several companies are not reported in the Brigade returns, that,
nevertheless, did duty at the Fall Inspection and Review.
This fact implies, of course, a censurable negligence on the
part of the officers concerned.

Again, several companies that had been lingering along, in
an unprosperous condition, have been disbanded, and, of course,
disappear from the returns; rvhile a newly raised company,
with full ranks, does not appear to have been upon the Field,
or included in the return of its Brigade for the Fall Muster.
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If these various corrections were made, the sum total would
probably shew a diminution of about 200 men. There are,
however, several new companies that are now organizing them-
selves ; and also several of the old that are restoring themselves
from a neglected to a prosperous condition. The general re-
sult of the whole will probably be to leave our active force, at
the opening of the next season, just about what it was at the
same time of last year.
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The following companies have been disbanded during the
year :

Company D, Bth Reg’t. Lf. Infantry, (Upton Light Infantry.)
“ L, 3d Reg’t. Lt. Infantry, (Hingham Light Infantry.)

These are among those indicated, in the report of my able
predecessor last year, as being then in a very unsatisfactory con-
dition. Their places will probably be made good, as regards
the grand total, by the creation of new corps; for the raising of
which, applications have been made. One Company of Light
Infantry has been raised and completely organized in Roches-
ter, and incorporated, as Letter C. in the 3d Regiment.

New Companies are contemplated in several towns, and some
of them partially organized—as follows, viz. : 2 in Lawrence,
one each in East Granville, Lynn, Medford and Danvers.

Several corps, reported last year as apparently decaying, have
been recruited and reorganized, and assumed a character of de-
cided improvement. The Gloucester Artillery, among others,
(Company B, 2d Reg’t.) one of the oldest Companies, and long
known also, as one of the best in the State, has been revived by
the exertions of its friends, and appeared at the Fall Review,
with full ranks, under active and efficient officers, and will, no
doubt, again support creditably its ancient reputation.

Although the returns, as regards numbers only, are not so en-
couraging as might be wished; in other respects, the general
condition of the Volunteer service is highly satisfactory. The
Companies, that have sustained themselves in activity, are, al-
most without exception, admirably equipped and uniformed,
and in very respectable discipline. Many of our Regiments
present a brilliant and efficient appearance; their small num-
bers being the chief point wherein they fail of being all that can
reasonably be expected of them.

Not having as yet enjoyed an opportunity of seeing all the
troops of the Commonwealth, I do not feel competent to making
comparisons. But, without suggesting any invidious distinc-
tions, I venture to say that the ninth Regiment of Light Infan-
try, with whom I spent three days of Field duty this fall, and
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the various corps that were assembled from various quarters in
Boston, on the 25th of October last, must stand a favorable com-
parison with any volunteer troops in the world, in every re-
spect, certainly, but that of numerical strength. In perfection
and neatness of equipment, they are unexceptionable; and in
discipline, far beyond what can reasonably be expected from
the present system of drill. From the reports of officers in va-
rious quarters, I am led to believe these remarks to be applica-
ble to all, or nearly all, of the State militia.

I feel a very natural hesitation to advance opinions contrary
to the expressed views of the highly intelligent and indefatiga-
ble officer, who immediately preceded me, and whose experi-
ence I must admit to be greater than my own—independently
of his other well-known remarkable qualifications for the post
he occupied so much to the satisfaction ofall who were brought
into contact with him.

But I am compelled to come to conclusions, in some respects
differing from those of his Report for 1847. Ido not think that
experience has yet shown that the present system of Militia or-
ganization is, as he has considered it, “ a total failure.”

Its results are unquestionably deficient—below what they
should be or might be. This is to be accounted for, in my opin-
ion, by two prominent causes, chiefly, if not altogether.

First, an unfavorable and unjust impression prevailing in
some portion of the public mind, in relation to the whole sub-
ject of military organization, which presents an impediment to
a fair trial of this or any other system. This difficulty is one
not easily reached, and which I shall not enlarge upon in this
connection.

Secondly. There are great defects in the internal arrange-
ments of the system itself, independent altogether of its princi-
ple, which render its operation imperfect. Some of these I shall
endeavor to point out.

But first I would observe, that, in the face of these serious
discouragements, an activity and spirit exists among the Mili-
tia, that would indicate a tenacious vitality, rather than a de-
cided tendency to deterioration. The simple fact, that it main-
tains its existence, at an expense to its own members] far beyond
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the State allowance, under all these causes of depression, proves
abundantly, that there is no lack of material, either physical or
moral, if it were properly encouraged, or even allowed a fair
development.

Wherever a Company or a Regiment is found officered by in-
telligent, thorough, active and popular men, it is invariably
flourishing, efficient, and spirited. The great want, after all, is
of an organization that shall be efficient and complete in its re-
sults; which will secure, to the service, officers capable of main-
taining it, and Companies suitable to constitute and fill it.

Most intelligent officers will probably agree, that our present
arrangements for the drill of the Militia, are not efficient. The
present Law requires three and a half days of drill. One half-
day for the purpose of the May inspection,—two other days of
Company training, under the orders of the respective Captains,
and one day for the Fall Inspection and Review, by Regiments
or Brigades.

The half-day in May amounts to little. The Company
trainings are too apt to be mostly occupied with idle parade.
The Fall Review attempts an impossibility. The prelimina-
ries and ceremonies of the occasion consume necessarily so
much time, as to leave but an hour or two for a lame attempt
to exhibit manoeuvres which the year’s routine has afforded no
opportunity whatever to learn. All this, too, with Companies
that have in their ranks men who never before carried a musket
out of the armory, Battalions brought together on no other single
day of the year, and all commanded by officers, whose whole
experience ofField duty is confined to that one occasion. This
inefficient system reduces all actual practice to the Tactics of
the Company ; and renders even that very insufficient and pre-
carious.

In lieu of these arrangements, I would propose that every
Regiment or Brigade, at the option of the commanders of the
latter, should do annually three consecutive days of regular du-
ty, in Camp, during which, they should conform, in all re-
spects, to the routine of regular service, under a strict and sys-tematic discipline.

Besides this, let each Company be paraded for one, or, better
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still, for two days, under the command of their Captains. Let
there be established an honorable competition and rivalry among
them, by a system of rewards, for distinction in discipline and
good order, either by a prize, or a post of honor, to be awarded
to the victors.

Let them receive pay at a suitable rate, for such duty as may
be imposed upon them by law. By a sytem of drill like this,
properly arranged in all its details, it is thought a permanent
and considerable improvement may be effected. To meet the
requisitions of three days of unintermitting and regular Camp
duty, it would be necessary that officers should qualify them-
selves for their posts. They could not hold them without being
adequate to the demands of the position. So conspicuous and
searching a test would effectually demonstrate to their subordi-
nates, and to the community, all deficiencies, and compel the
application of the remedy. The securing of good and thorough
officers would greatly promote the prosperity of the Companies ;

and the good condition and discipline of the Companies and
Regiments would, in their turn, render the duties of the officer
interesting and agreeable, and the offices themselves respecta-
ble and desirable, to intelligent, Active, and influential men.

There is an earnest desire, among both officers and privates
of the Volunteer Service, to do every thing in their power to
raise its tone and discipline; and a purpose, zealously to coope-
rate in any reasonable provisions of the Legislature, directed to
that end. Without any very cumbrous legislation, or material
increase of expense, much good might be done. The simple
remodelling of the details of the system, so as to meet some of
its prominent defects, according to the opinion of intelligent offi-
cers, might be made productive of great advantage. If followed
out by personal supervision and interest, on the part of the In-
spectors and General and Field Officers, it is not easy, perhaps,
to estimate the result of such an appeal to the ambition, pride,
and spirit of our Militia.

It is perfectly true, that the State does not, by any means,
remunerate those who perform the active military duty. The
necessary expenditures attending a parade, for music, transpor-
tation of Camp Equipage, &c., are considerable; and the
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whole expense of Uniforms, or care of Arms and Equipments,
is not in the smallest degree provided for, although required by
law. It is the fact, that members of Companies generally, pay
assessments of ten dollars or more, per annum—in the metropo-
lis much more—besides surrendering for the use of their respect-
ive corps, the pay allowed them by the Commonwealth. They
may therefore say, with perfect propriety, that their fixed com-
pensation is no sufficient return, in a pecuniary point of view,
for the service rendered. It may be doubted, however, whether
this question is so important to the welfare of the militia, as it
has been sometimes considered. In the present tone of the pub-
lic mind, the Volunteers cannot expect, and do not expect, to
receive the fair and full pay for what is required of them, to
which, in justice, they are entitled, and which, on all principles
of right and honor, the community ought cheerfully to grant.
But it is the genius of our institutions, to devolve upon private
patriotism and liberality, what, elsewhere, is systematically pro-
vided for, at the common expense. This tendency of things,
although unequal and unfair, is not entirely without its advan-
tages. At any rate, no class of men have evinced their willing-
ness to sustain, voluntarily, a large share of the public charges,
more clearly and generously than the Militia. It is unquestion-
ably true, that, for every dollar expended by the State, two are
expended, at the very lowest estimate, from the pockets of the
Militia themselves. The organization is sustained, not in any
considerable measure, by the public, but by the interest taken
in military exercises by the members of the Companies, and
the liberality of officers. Without these last supports, the sys-
tem would drop instantaneously. If, then, the Commonwealth
can secure the safeguard of a sufficient armed force, at a pub-
lic charge, so far below the actual cost, it certainly is but the
most niggardly justice, that public respect and carefully favora-
ble legislation, within the narrow limits assigned to that legis-
lation, should do their utmost, to cherish this voluntary and
generous service.

The idea of dispensing with all military force, as an idle in-
cumbrance, does not seem to find any support in our experi-
ence. No Government has ever yet been sustained without if
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and it is not apparent, from any admitted statistics, that the
time is yet arrived, when such Utopian visions can be realized.
The public papers are constantly announcing, at short intervals,
disturbances that require the interposition of military force ; and
in all cases, thus far, it has proved promptly effective. The
Militia has ever shewn itself ready and abundantly sufficient
to meet all calls upon it in favor of public order. The changes
that are taking place are likely to render their services, in future,
more valuable and necessary, rather than less so. Our popula-
tion is rapidly increasing, and as rapidly, perhaps, losing some
of the peculiarly orderly and sober characteristics, that have
hitherto distinguished it. From all nations and all classes of
men, a constant influx is mingling itself with our native-born
citizens. Our cities are growing large, busy and crowded; and,
as a necessary consequence, ignorance, vice and disorder are
concentrating themselves in daily augmenting masses, that, in
moments of excitement, and to no inconsiderable extent, in the
common routine of folly and crime, must be made to feel that a
force is always at hand, which they cannot hope to combat. A
mere civic police is notoriously incompetent to any considerable
emergency.

All great cities in the old world find themselves compelled to
maintain an armed police, in addition, and that even in the
presence of their standing armies. We have abundant experi-
ence of our own to shew that the constable’s baton would often
meet with small reverence, if it were not well understood that
the Militiaman’s bayonet is behind it, ready to enforce submis-
sion against lawless violence, if such contests between order
and disorder, as notoriously occur among us, should be once
left to be determined by sticks and stones, it would soon be
made sadly evident, that the mob could compete on strong
vantage ground, with the myrmidons of the Municipality.

The union of large bodies of men, disposed from habit, tem-
perament, and every other circumstance, to occasional excesses,
upon our great public works, always has, and always will, from
time to time, render the employment of military force indispen-
sable. To trust the security and order of society, in such emer-
gencies, to theoretic assumptions and visionary guaranties,
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would seem to be a most unwarrantabletrifling with the dearest
interests of the community, and the highest duties of Govern-
ment. The events of the past summer, in Europe, have clearly
and strongly established the reliability and great value of a
civic armed force. Drawn from the very bosom of society, it
contends for its own rights and interests, and discharges its own
best duty, in the protection it affords to the common good, as
embodied and guaranteed by existing order, and reasonable and
authorized laws. It can never be dangerous, for it can never
be turned against its own dearest connexions; it never can be
treacherous, for it must betray fathers, brothers, sisters and
mothers, to be false to itself. In both revolutions in France,
her National Guards have ever proved themselves the staunch,
efficient and sufficient support of rational liberty, and wise order,
so long as they were suffered, by others, to maintain their proper
organization. It was found absolutely necessary to the success
of the diabolic schemes of the demagogues of the days of terror,
first to drive out the genuine citizen-soldier, and to arm, in his
stead, the brutal mob of a vicious and frantic metropolis. The
National Guard, under Lafayette and the pure Republic,
proved itself ever ready and true to the support of the national
institutions and welfare. To overthrow liberty by license, to
sacrifice order to furious theories, and law to crime, Danton,
Marat and Robespiere were compelled to substitute, for the
burgesses of the municipal battalions, the sans culottes of the
suburbs, under the lead of ruffians like Sansterre and Henriot.
While the citizen has wielded the force of the community, in
both instances, the Militia has proved itself, not only an effi-
cient police, but a safe and reliable national institution, main-
taining steadily, not only the internal quiet, but the permanent
general interests and welfare of the State. History thus con-
firms the theory of our ancestors, that a military force, drawn
from the substantial members of society, is a proper and neces-
sary part of popular institutions. As our legislation proceeds
from those whose political condition it determines, so is the phys-
ical power, by which the execution of the law is assured, also
to be sought and found in the same quarter. So long as vice
requires to be repressed, disorder to be tamed, violent and hasty

3
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outbreaks to be guarded against, within the community, and
aggression and hostility to be apprehended from without, it
will be necessary that arms shall be kept in the hands of some
portion of every country.

Among savages, every man prepares for the emergency of
self-defence. In governments, based on the principle of the
authority of classes or individuals, standing armies are employ-
ed ; and, in popular governments, a well-regulated Militia de-
velopes into practical and efficient energy to meet difficulty and
resistance the popular analogy of the moral power and action of
society. No civilized or uncivilized community has yet existed
without this element of force ; and no country or statesman has
yet ventured to indulge in the expectation or hope of dispensing
with its aid. Were the idea once admitted into the minds of
the easily misled, and the ill disposed, that no compulsory
energy lay behind the law, and that no other than a moral sanc-
tion stood between them and the indulgence of depraved appe-
tite, malicious purpose, and the countless promptings of tempta-
tion and opportunity; it can hardly be doubted, that civilized
life would soon rest upon a basis very insecure and uneasy.
The society, that fails to protect itself, virtually refers all its
members back to the natural right of self-protection, and the ir-
responsible license of barbarism.

Taking it then for granted, that a military organization is in-
dispensable, it seems to follow directly and inevitably, that it is
wise to sustain, in our own free government, a citizen soldiery,
whereby the community shall itself enforce the laws which it
makes, for its own regulation and advantage. Our present mil-
itary system has unquestionable defects; and so, it may be
safely said, has our legislative and judicial system. In some
particulars, the working of them all fails to attain the finished
precision and perfection ofresult, gained by more arbitrary and
exclusive organizations. Some of these defects are thus insep-
arable from the circumstances and principles of the whole pub-
lic policy; but a glad experience has shewn us, that the bless-
ings far outweigh the inconveniences : and the shortcomings of
inexperience, and the occasionally grotesque exhibitions of en-
terprising incompetency are as nothing in the real result.
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The mechanical perfection ofregular troops is not to be ex-
pected in our Militia; nor, though desirable, is it necessary. A
respectable discipline, resting on the moral basis of personal in-
terest and independent self-reliance, will always prove itself ad-
equate to the demands of every occasion; and even, in tiic long
run, overwhelm and put to shame, the mere brute force of tac-
tics, unsupported by this moral strength. History has always
made good this truth.

Is it not prudent and politic, then, to maintain a sufficient
Militia force, by a wise liberality, in a condition efficient and
respectable?

M ith the present facilities of easy and rapid communication,
a numerical strength, such as we have now on foot, would re-
quire little or no addition, to subserve these purposes. There
ai e sections of the State, where it would be probably prudent
to raise the numbers of the active Militia somewhat. But it is
generally true, that they are most numerous where they are
most likely to be needed. To improve the discipline, to infuse
a good and healthy spirit, and to induce the public to look kind-
ly, or at least fairly, upon the system, is the great purpose to
be attained.

The last, and not least, needed, to bespeak for it a proper de-
gree of public favor and respect, will probably be best secured
by the gaining of the first point. An efficient, unostentatious
and piactical utility, will command respect, and recommend itself
to favor. There is, to be sure, in the community, prosperous,
calm and happy as we have so long been, a disposition to un-
dervalue reasonable precaution, and to trust the future to itself.

This propensity is stimulated by the prevalence of certain
amiable extravagances, and rather unsubstantially exalted the-
ories, that would teach us to confide altogether in general prin-
ciples, to the utter neglect of all distrustful preparation; and in-
duce us to trust to Man, what all experience tells us never yet
could be trusted to any actual and really extant men. But it
is hardly necessary to meet, with argument, these vagaries of
the closet, in the discussion of the wants and interests of the
street. There are some obvious considerations, however, wor-
thy of attention, and bearing intimately upon the more noticea-
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ble points of the question, as it presents itself, at the present
time, to public scrutiny. t

A very common objection to a system of militia discipline is
the lime consumed by it; which is assumed by the objectors to
be just so much lost to the industrial interests of the commu-
nity.

If the value of every thing is to be estimated solely in dol-
lars and cents, the objection is unquestionably valid. But such
a view of the case would be a very narrow and imperfect one.
Wealth is but one of many elements of prosperity; and, so far
from being the only one, derives its sole value from its applica-
tion to other purposes than mere accumulation, and can exer-
cise no good influence, except through the capacity and the
habit of using and enjoying it wisely and well. It is strength,
only in the hand that can wield it; and it is happiness only to
the mind that has learned its true value and its proper employ-
ment. The purest and the proudest epochs in the history of
nations have been those of the greatest simplicity, and, we may
almost say, poverty; not because wealth is, in itself, an evil;
but because, if it advance beyond the wisdom and virtue of a
people, it is ill directed, and, therefore, leads inevitably to vice,
corruption, and ruin. It is a most desirable means, but a
wretched end, when it becomes the controlling one. The great-
est fault of modern civilization is the tendency to heap up ma-
terial resources, without the corresponding physical education
to enable us to enjoy, or the moral improvement to fit us to ap-
preciate and properly apply them. To nations, as to individu-
als, abundance without discretion and healthful action, is a
curse, and not a blessing—the realization of the ancient story
of Midas, who starved in his insane prayer, that all he touched
might turn so gold.

Human nature forbids incessant toil, under penalties as severe
as those with which it avenges perverse idleness.

Now, the class of our citizens, that are chiefly found in the
ranks of our Volunteer Companies, are the young, the high-
spirited, active and social—precisely those whose temperament
most urgently demands reasonable relaxation from regular rou-
tine, and an innocent vent for their redundant energies and rest-
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less disposition. Such is the result of natural causes, and ob-
servation abundantly proves the fact. The severest morality
cannot safely interdict amusement and variety of occupation to
such, nor, indeed, to any human beings. They must, will, and
ought to have it; and the only question left for prudence to de-
cide,is as to the direction that shall be given to the irresistible
impulse. The real point, therefore, is, whether the time to be
occupied in such way, may not be as well, or better spent in
military exercises, than in desultory amusement, regulated only
by chance or individual caprice. It has been thought and said,
that loose and vicious habits have been developed by assem-
blages for military purposes. No doubt, in times past, this has
been, to some extent, true; and it is equally true of all large
gatherings for every variety of purpose, and every occasion
that draws together a large number of people. But though it
is very unfortunate, and much to be regretted, that excess and
disorder so often characterize meetings of every description, that
bring together, as a matter of course, men of all characters, and
many of the worst character, yet no part of this excess and dis-
order is especially attributable to the military nature of the oc-
casion. On the contrary, observation will shew, conclusively,
that these melancholy and disgusting accompaniments are to be
seen among the spectators alone, and very rarely, if at all,
among the soldiery. They are simply the development of the
vicious propensities of a degraded class, to whose irregularities
and crimes all occasions are made to minister. The members
of our Companies are, almost invariably, young men of stand-
ing and personal pride; and it is doing them a gross injustice to
confound them, or their conduct, with the pickpockets, gam-
blers, and drunkards, that haunt the training field, just as they
do the race-course, the railroad depot, or the political conven-
tion. In truth, from the very circumstances of the case, no-
where can the young and thoughtless be so safe from tempta-
tion and danger as in the ranks ; where the authority of their
officers, respect to their conspicuous position, and the character
of their corps, and the necessary restraints of discipline, leave
but little room, and scarcely, in fact, the possibility of such
degradation. It would meet with certain detection and instant
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rebuke from associates who would feel themselves, one and all,
personally concerned in the trangression, and entitled, and
hound, unhesitatingly, to condemn and repress it. Moreover,
these things are, most happily, rather matters of memory than
of actual occurrence. The changes in public feeling and gen-
eral habit have almost entirely put an end to all difficulties of
the sort. Officers in every portion of the Commonwealth can
now testify, that our Regimental and Brigade Musters pass off
as quietly, soberly, and peacefully, as any, even the most rigid,
could expect or desire. The very existence of the Companies
rests, almost exclusively, on the personal interest and esprit da
corps existing among their members ; and there can be no form
in which men are brought together, less likely, on the whole, to
induce and encourage disreputable habits, than in associations
where the disgrace of the individual is the mortification of all.
It can hardly be doubted that the time spent under military or-
ganizations is attended with far fewer objectionable concom-
itants, than the excursions for amusement that would inevitably
supply their place, were they abolished.

On the other side, too, it may be said, that military training
is, in many respects, highly advantageous to our young men,
both in regard to physical and moral improvement. No mode
of exercise could be devised, better adapted to physical devel-
opment, and to promote the perfect control of the bodily pow-
ers. Every position and movement of the soldier is admirably
calculated to give a manly, free, and graceful carriage, to in-
crease the muscular strength and activity of the frame, in a
word, to the healthful and vigorous expansion of the whole con-
stitution. As a physical training, it is highly salutary and
much needed, especially in our cities and large towns. Indeed,
it may safely be asserted, that everywhere, even in rural dis-
tricts, discipline of this sort is too little valued. The peculiar
and well-known vigor of character and energy of action of the
ancient Greek and Roman may, no doubt, in very considerable
degree, be attributed to the sedulous attention paid to exercises
of this description. The contests of the gymnasium and am-
phitheatre produced the men and women, who furnished the
models of Phidias and Praxiteles; and to the same source we
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may trace, in a measure, the triumphant march of the Roman
Eagles, the imperishable fame of Thermopylae and Marathon,
and even the higher energies and noble laurels of Lycurgus,
Pindar, and Demosthenes.

Independently of other advantages, military exercises afford
to modern effeminacy and artificial debility a far better and
pleasanter remedy than the imperfect imitations of the ancient
gymnasium, by which, at greater cost of money and time, these
evils are sought to be alleviated. In this point of view, the de-
struction of our militia system would be a loss more serious
than those might imagine who have given but little attention to
such subjects. Our Physicians and Physiologists have longbeen urging upon the community the necessity of an enlight-ened attention to the means of promoting physical comfortand vigor. This necessity becomes daily more imperative
as increased wealth, and the rapid tendency of population to-wards the great centres, lead us constantly farther and fartherfrom the simple, more natural, and healthful habits of times that
are past, never to return. To the somewhat relaxed system ofthe inhabitants of cities, more than to the robuster frames of theagricultural population, military exercises form the best trainingthat ingenuity could devise for strengthening and confirmingthe bodily powers; and they afford, to all classes, the most obt
vious and thorough means of acquiring those accomplishmentsof motion and manner, which, valuable even as superficial andexternal qualities, are, also, well known to have no small influ-ence upon character and conduct. The practised soldier is im-mediately distinguished by his erect, firm, measured, yet easvdeportment, -the result of the discipline and control of everyimb and muscle. No school equals that of the soldier in proraotnig these results; as is fully proved in the perfectly sys-ematued and manageable symmetry of carriage and move-ment, which it imparts to the crude and generally unpromisingmaterials that very commonly compose the recruits of the regular army. There can be no doubt, as has been already saidat Greece and Rome were largely indebted for the glory thatcrowned their national career, in all its points, to the physicalperfection of their citizens. It has been observed, flm the
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noblest growth of the cold climate and barren soil of New Eng-
land is her men. If so, no paltry economy should be suffered
to interfere with their judicious culture; but we should seek to
add every manly accomplishment to the moral and intellectual
excellence of which we are so justly proud.

Our severer reasoners may, perhaps, be inclined to smile at
the idea of moral advantages to be derived from a military sys-
tem. But, to doubt the existence of such is to call in question
all history, and to deny the fundamental principles of our na-
ture. In the first place, happiness and virtue, energy and pros-
perity are, in no small measure, dependent on the bodily health
and vigor. The universal, social, and political degradation of
natives, in all warm regions, is clearly attributable to the en-
feebling effects of climate. Just as you advance from the tem-
perate latitudes to the tropical, man sinks in the scale; and it
is a singular fact that, whenever history records a temporary
emergence from sloth and vicious indolence, it is upon the line
of march of a conqueror, and in the train of the stimulating
and tonic influences of military discipline. A sound mind can
exist only in a sound body, as a general rule; an active, ener-
getic one must be sustained by a corresponding vigor of the
corporeal frame. Allow your population to sink into an indo-
lent and enfeebled physical depression, and you take the first
and largest step towards making a nation of slaves.

Habits, both moral and physical, are so intertwined and mu-
tually dependent, that no skill can detect all the points of con-
tact, or explain the infinite and subtle modes of their action and
reaction. But all history proves —and our own more than any
other—that excellence or deficiency on either side can never
exist, and is never found alone, among all the civilized nations
of the earth.

The association of our citizens, in regularly organized bands,
teaches each individual to rely upon himself, and to be true to
his part; and to rely on his neighbors, confident that they will
not fail in their support of him, and of the common object.
This principle is the secret and soul of all power, moral, polit-
ical, or military. It is the strength of society; and it should
be properly developed in all its forms, to give to society perma-
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nence and security. It is as needful to the due organization of
the physical resources of the community, as to its religious or
governmental policy. As the recognized strength of parties
and the mutual sympathies of the virtuous and upright are the
guaranty of the character of our institutions ; so is the confi-
dent reliance upon military organization the guaranty of their
security. The former define and establish our rights and du-
ties, the latter protects and enforces them.

The tables appended hereto, marked 7 to 12, show the mili-
tary stores, at present, in the arsenals. The only material va-
riations from the accounts of last year, are found in two items.
One is the annual quota received from the United States, in the
following articles, viz;—

4



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT.26 [Jan

The Quota of Supplies from the United States, under the law
of 1808, was received in Artillery Equipage, and in Rifles
and Equipments, and Non-commissioned Officers' 1 Swords
and Equipments, as is exhibited in

12 Pounder Howitzer Carriages, Fuze Augers, .... 2
complete, . . . .2

“ Gimlets, ....2
Gunners’ Haversacks, . . .4

“ Rasps, ....2
Tube Pouches, . ... 2

“ Saws, 2
Portfire Cases, ....2

“ Mallets, . , . .2
Thumbstalls, ....4

“ Sett, brass, . . .1
Priming Horns, . . . .2 (

“ “ w00d,.... 1
Prolonges, 2

“ Extractors,.... 2
Vent Covers, with Straps, . . 2

Shell Plug Screws, . . .2
Linstocks, 2

| Copper Funnels, ....2
Portfire Stocks, . . . .2

\ Gunners’ Quadrants, . . .2
Priming Wires, . . . . 2
| 8 oz. Powder Measures, copper, . 2
Vent Punches, . . . .2 j

| 12 Pounder Howitzer Sponges
Gunners’ Gimlets, . . . 2 and Rammers, . . .4

12 Pounder Howitzer Tangent 6 Pounder Sponge Covers, . . 4
Scales, 2

Worm and Staff, .... 1
Portfire Cutters, .

. . .2 I
j Handspikes, ....4

Sponge Buckets, . . .2 j
Tow Hooks, .. . . • 2 I

Rifles, Hall’s Patent, brown, with Non-commissioned Officers’ Swords
Bayonets, ....400 and Equipments, . . . 470

Equipments complete, . . 400

1 P’r. 12 lb. Howitzers, cast from worn out Field Pieces, by Messrs. Alger
& Co.

TABLE A.

Artillery Equipage.
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The other is the omission of most of the heavy siege Guns,
that have been so long lying in the yard. These cannon are
all very old and untrustworthy. Some of them are of date
prior to the Revolution; and all of them entirely unfit, at the
present day, for any service. They have, therefore, been sold,
by order of the Governor and Council, to the South Boston Iron
Company, with the exception of four to be reserved, as possess-
ing an historical interest, rendering them worthy of preserva-
tion, on account of the associations connected with them ; they
being part of the armament of the Ports in the Harbor of Boston,
previous to the separation from the Mother country. The guns
sold have not, as yet, been delivered, and the proceeds will be
stated in connection with the annual estimates for the expendi-
tures of the department for the year 1849.

A considerable quantity of Muskets and Rifles, that had been
accumulating for want of means to put them in order as fast
as they were returned from the Volunteer Companies, have been
thoroughly cleaned and repaired.

The number thus restored to serviceable condition during the
year, is, of Muskets, 1866.

Number of Rifles. 1125.
This number includes such as have been received back, in

exchange for others, or from disbanded Companies, in course of
the year; all of which have been repaired and placed in the
racks, as fast as they came in. There are now in the Arsenal,
in perfect order ;

Muskets, - - 7,724
Rifles, - - 1,356

There are still left on hand, a great many packed away in
boxes, that require to be examined and assorted. Some of
them may be easily restored to a condition of serviceableness;
but others are entirely valueless to the State, and should be sold
for such price as can be obtained.
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I

I

J

Company
Letter,
j

1
Bronze
6

Pounders.
I

I

|
Field

Carriages.
j

Caissons.
J
A

rlill’ry
Harnesses
J

|
Muskets. Inf’ry

Equipments.
|
Rifles. Rille

Equipments. Non-com’d
Officers:

Swords
&

Belts.

J
Tents.

Ist Reg. of Artillery, . .j C, .j. ! . . . .j • . 5
« (( u u n I | • e

’ * | 5 I** * * # ’ ’ 5 *

2d “ “ “
.

.j A, .
.|

. .
.i.j

. I . I 5 .

““““.
. D, 5

4th “ “ “
. . A, ...... 50 .

. 5 .

sth “ “ “
. . A, ....... . 5 .

“ “ “ “

. .j B, ........ 5 .

“ “ “ “
. . C, ......i .

. 5 .

“ “ “ “
. .i D, . 5 .

jLeominster Artillery annexed j
to 9th Infantry, . . . ..|..40 40 . , . !

Ist Reg. of Light Infantry, . D, . . . . 464 .j . 5
((((tea u

, F I # ... 5
“ “ “ “ “

. I, ........ 5 .

“ “ “ « “
. K, j . . 5 .

Rifles annexed to Ist Light In-
fantry, j6O 60 5

3d Reg. of Light Infantry, - A, 5

““““«.840 40 . . 5 .

|
“ “ “ “ “

. C6O 60; 5 10

Since the Isi of January last, have been issued, besides the cus-
tomary small stores for Artillery, the supplies exhibited in

TABLE 6.
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Taele 6—Continued.

I

Company
Letter.

Bronze
6

Pounders.
Field

Carriages. Caissons. ArtilPry
Harnesses. Muskets. InPry

Equipments.
Rifles. Rifle

Equipments. Non-com’d
Officers

Swords
&.

Beits.!

Tents.
3d Reg. of Light Infantry, . E, . . . . 60 . . . 5
u p 1 e:

*x,•••• • . • • u •

“ “ “ “ “
. H, 40 40 5 .

« a « a up 1 ; e;*XX,.•••• I • • . u •

4th “ “ “ «
. B, . . 5 .

“ “ “ “ “
. G GO . . ; 5 .

“ “ “ “ “

. I, 4.-. . . 5 10
Isth “ “ “ “ .A, 40 ..j 5 .

““ « “ “ .D,,1..j . . 54 . .
.

.

6th ““ “ “
. A, .

.
.:

. C 0! . .
.

' 5 .

I“ “ “ ti <1 T> i ) It
* J . . .

. O a

“ “ “ “ “
. C, ........ 5 .

“ “ “ “ “
. E,

. . .
. 60 . . . 5 2

“ “ “ “ “
. H I ... 5 .

6th “ “ “ 11 .1 C, ... i ... 40 40 5 .

“““““• D, . 5 .

(( (( U (( (( , p f-
• •••{•••••O,

“ “ “ “ “
• H, ..... 50 ... .

Hth “ “ “ « .!A,. . . j . 40 1
Cadets of Ist Division, 20 . .5

“ “2d “
. .......|ll .

. 5 .

I i 384^51 dj 140 14o! 170 27
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There are two wooden sheds on the Arsenal grounds, being
the two parts of one, sawn in halves, in course of new arrange-
ments made in consequence of an exchange of Land with Mrs.
Waterhouse, by which the common boundaries were varied to
the mutual advantage of both parties. These sheds are in want
of repair; and are also unsuitable as Arsenal buildings, on the
score of danger from fire. They should either be both sold,
and a proper building erected in their stead; or, one of them
may, perhaps, be retained and rendered safe by slating the roof
and sides. One, or the other course, should be immediately
pursued; as, at present, they serve little purpose, but to dis-
figure the yard, and put at risk the valuable property of the
State. In other respects, the grounds, building, and contents,
will be found to be in excellent order, under the faithful and
efficient care of Mr. Rayne, to whose superintendence the Ar-
senal has, for many years, been chiefly confided.

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect,
Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant,

GEORGE H. DEVEREUX,
Adjutant General.

Dec. 31st, 1848.
' sc - •
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Return of the Ordnance, Ordnance Stores, Military Equip-
ments, tj-c., in the Arsenal at Cambridge, under the care of
the Quarter Master General, December 31st, 1848.

TABLE 7.
Cannon, Carriages, §'c.

Cannon, bronze, 9 pounders, • • •
.

. 2
“ “ 6 “

“ 24 “ Field Howitzer, 5.82 inch, .
. 2

“ “12 “ Siege “ 4.62 “
.

. 4
“ iron, 32 ..... o
“ “ 9 “

.... 1
“ 0 “

“ “ Eprouvettes, . .... 2
Carriages, (fort defence,) 32 pounders, .... 2

“ <1 « 9 11

“ Field, 12 “

... 4
“ 6 “

•... 10
24 Howitzer, • •

. . 2
“ “ 12 “

•... 4
Caissons, ... .4
Mortar Beds, ..... 2

TABLE 8.

Ammunition, Q'c. Balls and Shot, cj'c.

Ball Cartridges at “Captain’s Island,” contained in 278 boxes, 274,458
Cannon Balls, 24 pounders, .

. .
. 4 2<jy
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Table B—Continued.8 —Continued.

Cannon Balls, Impounders, . . . . . 11
“ “ 9 “

..... 42
“ “ 6 “

..... 393
“ “ 3 “

. . . . .102
“ “ for Eprouvettes, (two hooks for do.) . . 8

Flannel, (red,) for cartridge bags, .... (yds-) 125

Match Rope, (lot,) say .
. .

. (lbs.) 20

Portfires, .......406

Priming Tubes, filled, ..... (doz.) 28

Musket Balls, 18 to lb., ......214,200
Rifle “ 32 to lb., ......3,200

TABLE 9.

Artillery Implements and Equipments.

Artillery Swords, . . 287 Gun Searchers, . . 5
“ Bells, . . 587 “ Covers, . . 12

Bill Hooks, . . 323 Gunners’Belts, . .14

Bricoles, ... 85 “ Callipers, . . 2
“ Hooks and Rings, 15 “ Haversacks, . 96

Funnels, copper, 4 “ Quadrants, . 4

Fuse Extractors, . . 5 Handspikes, Trail and Common, 60
“ Gimlets, . . 4 Ladles and Worms, for 9,6 and

3 pounders, .
. 58

“ Mallets, • . 6
Sheepskins, for sponges, . 2

“ Rasps, . . 6
Lead Aprons, or Vent Covers, 11

“ Saws, . . 6
Linstocks, . . .41

“ Screws, . . 4
Portfire Cases, . . 65

“ Setters, . . 4
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Table 9—Continued.

Portfire Clippers, . . 17 1 Tar Buckets, . . 14
“ Stocks, . . 50 Thumbstalls, .

. 18

Priming Horns, . . 9 Tube Boxes, . . 36
“ Wires, . . 22 “ “ Belts, . 44
“ Gimlets, . . 6 1 “ Pouches, . . 13

Prolonges, . 22 j Tompions, . . 12
Rammers and Sponges, service- “ Straps, . . 10

able, 46 j|
\ Tow Hooks, .

. 30
“ “ “ unser-

viceable, 22 I Vent Punchers, . . 12
Sponge Buckets, . . 16 11 Tangent Scales, . . 21

TABLE 10.

Artillery Harnesses, and Parts of do.

Field Carriages, and Caisson Leg Guards, .

. 16Harnesses, complete, (sets
for two horses,) new, . 12 Side Straps, . . 35

Leading Harnesses, (extra,) 42 Trace Chains, .
. 2

Haines Straps, . . 18 Spare Wheels and Poles, . 4

TABLE 11.
Arms, (other than Artillery,') Accoutrements, cj*c.

Muske t s> • • 8875 1 1 Sabre Belts, .
. 425

Pistols, Cavalry, . . 373 Bayonet Scabbards, with frogs, 1152
Pikes > • • • 94 11 “ serviceable, (pattern,
Rifles—Hall’s patent, 260, com- 1 '>) •

• 731
mon, 1126, . . 1386 }j “ unserviceable, (pat-

_ .
_ I! tern, 1814,)

. 65Sabres, Cavalry, . . 429 11
5
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Table 11—Continued.

Bayonet Belts, unserviceable, Rifle Pouches, . . 1055
(pattern, 1814,) 95

“ Pouch and Flask Belts, 1064
a u serviceable

(pattern, 1837,) 731 “ Waist Belts, . 675

Waist Belts, (new pattern,) 1152 Non-Commissioned Officers’
Swords, .

. 300
Cartridge Boxes, “ “ 1113

“ “ (pattern, 1837,) 729 Appendages, Viz :
“ “ unserviceable, 100 Ball Screws, . . 260
“ Belts, (new pattern,) 1152 Bullet Moulds, . . 60
“ “ (pattern, 1837,) 785 Screw Drivers, . . 2400
“ “ unserviceable, 100 Spring Vices, . . 260

Knapsacks, .
. 35 Wipers, . . . 2500

Gun Slings, , . 1255 Spare Flints, (lot,) say . 200

Priming Wires and Brushes, 945 “ Flint Caps, . . 600
«

Rifle Cartridge Boxes, , 462 Tents for Field and Staff
Officers, . . 16

“ “ “ Belts, 462
“ Wall, . . 5

“ Bayonet Scabbards, . 260
“ Common, . . 238

« “ “ Belts, 250
“ Poles, sets, . . 164

“ Gun Slings, . . 360
« Mallets, . . 58

“ Priming Wires and
Brushes, . . 359 “ Pins, . , 770

“ Powder Flasks, . 1026 Standard Boxes, . . 5

TABLE 12.
Miscellaneous Articles, not included in previous Tables.

n
Adzes, copper, (1 at Captain’s Axes, Pick, . . 7

Island,) lat Arsenal, . 2
Bit Stocks, . . 2

Axes, Felling, . . 5 I
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Table 12—Continued.

Boxes for Muskets, . 382 j Hammers, . . .10
“ “ Rifles, . . 52 j Grindstone, . . 1
“ “ Sabres, . . 13 Hand-Barrows, . . 12
“ “ Artillery Swords, 4 Hand-saws, . . 9
“ “ Pistols, . 6 Hatchets, ... 4
“ “ Equipments, . 58 Jacks, ... 3
“ “ Officers’ Tents, . 15 Knife, Drawing, . . 1

Brushes, Bench, . . 2 Ladders, ... 9

Steel Scratch, . . 1 Lathes, ... 2
Bugles, . . .10 Limber and Wheels, . 1

Benches, Work, . . 5 Marquee and Fixtures, . 1
“ Stools, . . 3 Padlocks, ... 2

Camp Kettles, . . 54 Paint Stone and Pommel, . 1

Chests, Arm, . . 6 Pincers, ... 7
“ Store, . . 2 Plane, Carpenters, . . 2
“ Shot, . . 5 Powder Bags, . . 5
“ Copper, . . 1 “ Cart, . . 1

Chisels, ... 6 “ Measures, .
. 12

Crowbars, . . .18 Rakes, ... 2

Drums, .
. . 8 Scale Beam, and Weights, . 1

“ Sticks, .
. 4 Shears, Garden, . . 1

Drying Pans, .
.

2 Sounding Rod, . . 1

Fifes, ... 5 Screw Drivers, . . 6

Files, assorted, .
• 12 “ Wrench, . . 1

Flags, ... 2 Square, (steel,) Carpenters, 1
“ Staffs, . . 2 Steps, ... 2

Gauges, Shot, . . 19 Shovels, . . .13
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Table 12— Continued.

Sling Cart, and Fixtures, . 1 Vices, Hand, .
• 1

Spades, . .
11 Truck, Hand, .

. 1

Stamps, ... 44 ; Wheel-barrows, . . 1

Stove, . •
• 1 j Water-pot, 1

Tackle and Fall, . 1 Marking-pot, . . 1

Trowell, . • • 1 Glue-pot, . .
. 1

Vices, Bench, . .3 Wrenches, ... 2
■

“ Breech, .
. 1I! “ Breech, . • 1
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