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The Joint Standing Committee on the Militia, whose duty it
was to examine the condition of the Arsenal and Arms be-
longing to the Commonwealth, in the city of Cambridge,
have attended to the same, and

That they find, in that arsenal, a large amount of military
property, all of which seems to have received proper care and
attention, and most of which is in excellent preservation, and
suitable for the purposes for which it is there collected; but
the committee also find that, among the arms there stored, a
large quantity of muskets, —the examination of the committee
was not sufficiently perfect to say with accuracy how many,—
which, from use, have become so far unserviceable, as to render
it impossible, by repairs or cleansing, to make it desirable to
retain them among the public property.

The committee find, also, that a considerable quantity of

gun carriages, cartridge boxes and belts, powder flasks, &c.,
which have become comparatively useless, although in good or-

der, by substitution of superior articles for the same purposes—-
not only these articles, but the muskets before alluded to,
should be sold, because they encumber the public stores, al-
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ready sufficiently full, and are worse than useless in their
present place.

The committee understand that the commander in chief,
with the advice and consent of the council, is authorized, from
time to time, to cause to be sold, or exchanged, such military
stores, belonging to the quaster master general’s department, as
may be found to be unserviceable, or in a state of decay, or
which, in the opinion of the commander in chief and council, it
may be for the interest of the Commonwealth, should be sold or
exchanged, and they have therefore deemed it their duty,
respectfully to call the attention of the commander in chief to
the situation of these stores, in order that, should he see fit,
they may be disposed of according to law.

In regard to the Arsenal Grounds, the committee observed,
that there were, on those grounds, two wooden sheds, used for
the storage of some of the heaviest gun carriages, &c. which
are so far ruinous as to require very heavy repairs to render
them at all proper for these purposes. They, however, deem
it their duty to say that they are such buildings as should not
be kept upon the Arsenal Grounds, even with these repairs,
because they are of wood, and endanger the other buildings in
their vicinity; and that, inasmuch as they now require consid-
erable expenditure, it would be far better that they should at
once be sold, and a substantial fire-proof shed substituted.
The committee report the accompanying Resolve.
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Resolved
,
That the Adjutant and Quarter Master General,

be authorized to sell the two wooden sheds in the Arsenal
Grounds at Cambridge, and, with the proceeds thereof, and of
such unserviceable arms and equipments, as may be sold by
order of the commander in chief, to construct a neat fire-proof
shed, suitable for the storing of the State Property.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Nine.

RESOLVE

In relation to the State Arsenal, at Cambridge




