
SENATE...,No. 18.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty'
One.

AN ACT
For the better Preservation of Municipal and other

Records.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1, It shall be the duty of the proper au-
-2 thorities of counties, cities and towns in this Corn-
'S monwealth, to have all books of public record or
4 registry well and strongly bound, and other papers
5 and documents duly filed and arranged in a careful
6 and orderly manner convenient for examination and
7 reference. They shall also provide, at the expense
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8 of the county, town or city, a suitable place for the
9 safe keeping and preservation of the public records

10 and other valuable documents, where they shall be
11 deposited and securely kept: provided,

said towns
12 having less than one thousand inhabitants shall not
13 be so obliged, except they so determine at any regu-
-14 lar meeting of the inhabitants of the same.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the county com-
-2 missioners of the respective counties, the city govern-
-3 ment of cities and the selectmen of the several towns
4 of the Commonwealth, to provide for the particular
5 security and preservation of ancient records; and in
6 cases where, from any cause, they are liable to be-
-7 come worn, mutilated or illegible, it shall be their
8 duty to have a fair copy of such records seasonably
9 taken, and duly authenticated by competent and skil-

-10 ful transcribers, at the expense of the county, town or
11 city, to be preserved in like manner as the originals.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of each clerk or

2 register of any county, city or town in this Common-
-3 wealth, to keep all records or documents in his sole
4 custody, and in no case, except upon summons, in
5 due form of law, to have them, or cause or permit
6 them, to be removed or taken away, under a penalty
7 for each offence not exceeding ten dollars.

1 Sect. 4. All county, city or town records and
2 files shall be open to public inspection, under direc-
-3 tiou of the officers having them in legal custody; and
4 any person who shall be guilty of taking and carry-
-5 ing away any book of record, paper or document, or

6 of defacing, altering or mutilating the same, by

7 mark, erasure, cutting or otherwise, shall forfeit and
8 pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars to the use of
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9 the Commonwealth; provided, that any person may
10 take copies of such records under the direction of the
11 officer having the same in charge.

1 Sect. 5. The legal custody of the books of record
2 and other documents of the ancient proprietors of
3 townships, or of common lands within the cities or
4 towns of this Commonwealth, in case such proprie-
-5 tors shall have ceased to be a body corporate, shall,
6 when not otherwise legally disposed of or provided
7 for by such proprietary body before its dissolution,
8 be vested and held to be in the clerk, for the time
9 being, of the city or town in which such lands lie,

10 who may make and certify any copies of such records,
11 in the same manner as the clerk of the proprietors
12 may have done ; and it shall be the duty of the clerk
13 of any city or town, to claim such proprietory records
14 and papers, and any person unlawfully holding the
15 same, who shall refuse, upon such demand, to sur-

-16 render them, shall be punished by a fine not exceed-
-17 ing fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 6. The commissioners of any county, the
2 mayor and aldermen of any city, or the selectmen or
3 overseers of the poor of any town, in this Common-
-4 wealth, be authorised, when the public convenience
5 shall so require, to have copies taken for the use of
6 said county, city or town, by a skilful and competent
7 hand, at the expense of said county, city or town, of
8 any original records, or parts of the same, or of any
9 papers or documents in the legal custody of any

10 other county, city or town, which copies shall be
11 subject to the like control, care and regulations, as
12 the other records and files of such county, city or
13 town.
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1 Sect. 7. Any town neglecting or refusing to fulfil
2 the requirements of this act, or any one of them,
3 shall forfeit and pay for each offence the sum of
4 twenty dollars. Any county, city or town clerk,
5 neglecting or refusing to fulfil the requirements of
6 this act, or any of them, shall forfeit and pay for
7 each offence the sum of ten dollars.

1 Sect. 8. In case any church or religious society,
2 in this Commonwealth, shall he disbanded or cease
3 to have a legal existence, and the care of the records
I and registries of such church or society, shall not
5 have been otherwise provided for in due form of law,
6 it shall be the duty of the clerk of such church or
7 society, or other person holding such records and
8 registries, to deliver them into the custodv of the
9 clerk of the city or town in which such church or

10 society was, who shall have authority to certify copies
11 from the same; and in case of refusal to surrender
12 the same, upon due notice and demand by such clerk,
13 the offender shall pay a fine not exceeding fifty dol-
-11 lars.
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