
SENATE No. 37.

House of Representatives, January 22, 1851.
Ordered, That so much of the Address of ihe Governor asrelates to the election of Representatives in Congress, by a plu-rality of votes be referred to a joint select committee.
Adopted, and

Messrs, Wilson, of Lenox,
Lincoln, of Boston,
Gilrert, ot Templeton,
Dunn, of Roxbury, and
Brewer, of V\ endell, appointedthereon, on the part of the House.

up for concurrence.

LLWIS JOSSLLYA, Clerk.

In Senate, January 25, 1851.
Concurred, and

Messrs. Warner and
Barney are joined.

c. L. KNAPP, Clerk.
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'The Special Committee, to whom was committed so much
of the Governor’s Address as relates to the Election of Repre-
sentatives in Congress by a plurality of votes, and the bill con-
cerning the Election of Representatives in Congress, and Elec-
tors ofPresident and Vice President of the United States, report
that said bill ought to pass.

For the committee,

S. WARNER, Jr., Chairman.

In Senate, March 6, 1851
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31851.] SENATE—No. 37.

AN ACT
Concerning the Election of Representatives in Congress,

and Electors of President and Vice President of the
United States.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever there shall be a failure to
2 elect a representative in Congress, in any district,
3 at the first meeting held therefor, agreeably to the
4 provisions of the sixth chapter of the Revised Stat-
-0 utes, the same proceedings shall be had for subsc-
-6 quent further meetings as are required by said sixth
7 chapter; and the person receiving the highest imra-
-8 her of votes at any such subsequent meeting, shall
9 be declared elected, and shall receive a certificate of

10 his election in the manner provided in said chapter.
Sect. 2. Whenever, in any such election, the

2 gieatest number of votes for two or more candidates,
3 in any district, shall be equal to one another, said
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.



4 candidates shall be deemed not to be elected, and a
6 new election shall be ordered within said district in
6 the manner prescribed in said sixth chapter, “ and the
7 person receiving the highest number of votes at any
8 such new election shall be declared elected, and shall
9 receive a certificate of his election in the manner

10 provided in said chapter.”

1 Sect. 3. Whenever, hereafter, elections shall be
2 holden in this Commonwealth, for the choice of elec-
-3 tors of president and vice president of the United
4 States, the several persons, who shall receive the
5 highest number of votes at such election, to the num-
-6 ber required to be chosen, shall be deemed to be
7 elected, and the governor shall transmit to each per-
-8 son, so chosen, a certificate of his election.

1 Sect. 4. If, upon examination of the votes given
2 at such election, agreeably to the provisions of the
3 sixth chapter of the Revised Statutes, it shall appear
4 that two or more persons have received an equal
5 number of votes, by reason whereof a majority of
6 the electors shall not be chosen, the governor shall,
7 by proclamation, call the General Court together
8 forthwith, and the General Court shall, by joint bah
9 lot of the senators and representatives, assembled in

10 one room, choose as many electors as shall be neces-
-11 sary to complete the number to which this Common-
-12 wealth may be entitled.

1 Sect. 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect from and after
3 its passage.
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