
SENATE...No. 53.

March 26, 1851.In Senate,

Report of The Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges. to whom
was committed the Report of the Agent for taking care of the
Warren and Charles River Bridges, submit the following

That, by the act of March 17, 1841, it is provided, that the
tolls to be collected on the Charles River and Warren Bridges,
after redeeming certain scrip and paying certain repairs, shall
go to constitute a fund of fifty thousand dollars for the support
of both bridges.

The term of time for receiving tolls, in no case to exceed two
years.

It seems, by the auditor’s account for 1849, that the War-
ren and Charles River Bridge Fund, January 1, 1847, was
$31,557 38, and there is no evidence that it ever exceeded that
amount.

Drafts have since been made, from time to time, upon that
fund, to meet expenditures in repairs, lighting, doc., upon the
bridges, which have reduced the fund aforesaid, on the first day
of January, 1851, to the sum of $17,511 12.

The annual cost of repairing, lighting, doc., the two bridges,
for the last six years, has averaged more than $4,500; there-
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fore it appears, that if no more than the usual appropriations
should be made for the above objects, the fund will be extin-
guished in about four or five years.

By the report of the agent of said bridges, last year, (No. 65,
Senate Documents,) he states, that the Charles River Bridge
will require to be rebuilt within a few years. By said re-
port it appears that it has been built sixty-four years, and is
unquestionably in a decayed condition. How long it will be
safe for the travel passing, it may be difficult to determine.

It may not be improper to intimate, that it has been suggest-
ed to the committee, that it might, on the whole, be better to
widen Warren Bridge, than to rebuild Charles River Bridge.

On this subject the committee do not pretend to have any
opinion; but simply say, that if the widening of Warren Bridge
sufficient to accommodate the whole travel, is to take favor,
then it might be expedient that the widening should be com-
pleted while the Charles River Bridge remains passable.

They would further suggest, that if it is the intention of the
Commonwealth to keep the aforesaid bridges in repair, by es-
tablishing tolls, then it is, in the opinion of the committee, for
the interest of the State, that such rates of toll should be estab-
lished by this Legislature, as will raise such a sura as shall be
needed for immediate repairs, and also for raising a fund in ad-
dition thereto, the income of which, will in future, keep said
bridges in repair. "

By order of the Committee,

MOSES NEWELL.


