
SENATE No. 86.

In Senate, April 22, 1851.

The Joint Committee on Education, to whom was committed
the report of the Legislative committee of the year 1850, on
the subject of Normal Schools, and the memorial of the Board
of Education, praying for further aid to the Normal Schools,
have duly considered the subject and submit the following

The value and efficiency of Normal Schools in promoting
common school education, have been tested by experience, and
the decision of the public in their favor, has been most emphat-
ically pronounced. Massachusetts, among the states of the
Union, took the lead in the establishment of these institutions,
and she has sustained them with commendable liberality, and
with the most gratifying success. The sum of seven thousand
dollars annually is now appropriated for the support of three
Normal Schools, located at West Newton. Bridgewater and
Westfield, and they are now in successful operation. The
demand for this kind of instruction more than keeps pace with
the means of supplying it, and additional aid is required and
needed.

From information derived from the Board of Education, it
appears that the principal of the Bridgewater school receives a
salary less in amount by the sum of two hundred dollars per
annum than he was led to expect when he accepted his place.
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He is a gentleman eminently qualified in all respects, faithfully
and efficiently to discharge the duties of his office, and his pres-
ent salary, (thirteen hundred dollars) is less by two hundred
dollars than is paid to teachers of the grammar schools in the
city of Boston.

The salary of his first assistant is six hundred dollars, which
is inadequate to his support, and he has been compelled, thereby,
to withdraw himself for a portion of the time from the duties of
the school, to engage in other labors, and his absence has de-
volved upon the principal an amount of labor which, it is feared,
he will be neither able nor willing to bear.

The salaries of the teachers and the contingent expenses of
the school at Bridgewater are as follows: principal, $1,300;
first assistant, $600; second assistant, $3OO. Contingent ex-
penses, $285 00. Total, $2,485. An additional grant of $4OO
seems requisite to afford adequate compensation for the abilities
and qualifications demanded in such an institution, and the
committee therefore recommend it. It is also proposed to raise
the salary of the principal of the West Newton school from
thirteen hundred to fifteen hundred dollars. The expenses of
living are hardly less at Newton than in Boston, and the abili-
ties and qualifications required, in a teacher of a Normal School,
are certainly not less than for a teacher in the grammar schools
<©f Boston, and there appears to the committee no satisfactory
(reason why the compensation of the former should be less, than
that of the latter.

An appropriation of three hundred dollars is also required for
an additional assistant teacher at West Newton. The Board of
Education deem this absolutely necessary on account of the
increased, and increasing number of pupils who have sought,
and who are seeking admittance to the school.

It is deemed highly desirable also that instruction in the ele-
ments of chomistry should be given in all the Normal Schools,
by means of lectures and otherwise, and in order to accomplish
this object, additional apparatus is necessary, which will re-
quire an outlay of not less than three hundred dollars.

It is important also that instruction in music should be con-
tinued in all the schools, and it is thought impossible to do so,
so far, at least, as regards the Bridgewater and West Newton
schools, on the present,basis of expenditure.
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The committee deem the agency of these schools so important
in the system of common school education, that they cannot
hesitate to recommend such reasonable appropriations as are
necessary to render them more perfect and more useful. They
therefore recommend an additional annual appropriation, of
twelve hundred dollars for their support.

The attention of the committee has been drawn to the house,
in which the school at West Newton is kept. It is deemed in-
adequate to the wants of the institution, from its structure and
size, as well as from dilapidation and decay. The legislative
committee on education for the year 1850, whose report is be-
fore us, in reference to this subject, say, <: that the building is
badly situated, in some respects, and altogether unsuitable and
inadequate. Could the Legislature contrast it with the school-
houses at Bridgewater and Westfield, they would at once make
the requisite appropriation fur a new and commodious building
on a scale worthy of the object.”

The Board of Education in their last annual report, entertain
the same views as expressed by the legislative committee re-
ferred to, and remark, that, “the house for the Normal School
at West Newton, is situated in such immediate proximity to
the Worcester railroad, that the exercises are at all seasons of
the year seriously interrupted by the noise ; and, during the
warm months of the year, when the windows are required to be
open, the inconvenience and loss of time are considerable. The
school also, in consequence of its rapid increase, is now but
poorly accommodated, although the house, when placed, not
many years ago, at the disposal of the board, was considered
very ample. It is therefore much to be desired that the board
should have the means of erecting a more commodious house,
in a more retired and quiet situation.” They state also that
the gentleman to whose munificence the Commonwealth is in- >

debted for the building now occupied, will consent to its being
disposed of, provided the benefit he intended to confer upon the
school shall still be enjoyed.

They also refer to the fact, that this was the first Normal
School established in America, and being near the seat of gov-
ernment, and the great metropolis of New England, and on one
of the great lines of communication between the seaboard and
the interior, and the West, it is frequently visited by strangers
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who come, attracted by its fame, to examine into the school
system of Massachusetts.

The committee having examined the schoolhouses at Bridge-
water and West Newton, and contrasted the excellencies of the
one with the deficiencies of the other, are enabled to subscribe
to the justice of the observations of their predecessors and of the
board, which are above quoted. The fame of the Massachu-
setts common school system has spread not only over the whole
extent of our own country, but to remote parts of the world,
and in the exercise of a becoming pride, if from no higher mo-
tive, we may be solicitous that a nearer approach shall not dis-
sipate those favorable ideas which have been formed and cher-
ished at a distance. From the location of the institution at
West Newton, that school is chiefly visited by strangers,—the
laudably curious and those who seek information, from other
states and other lands, and it must be confessed that the house
by its exterior appearance and internal arrangements, is cal-
culated to moderate the most reasonable expectations, if not to
excite emotions of disappointment and regret. An institution of
this character, so essential to the healthy growth and prosperity
of the system of common school education, and under the pat-
ronage of a wealthy and prosperous Commonwealth, should be
endowed in all its departments, in a manner commensurate
with its importance, usefulness, and dignity. The structures
at Bridgewater and Westfield are commodious, and durable,
and the committee join the Board of Education, in their desire
that means may be provided for the erection of a building for
the West Newton school that shall not be less so.

It may not be without use in this connection, to refer briefly
to some facts in the history of the rise and progress of the Nor-
mal School system in this country, in order to show the position
and agency of Massachusetts, in a matter of such universal in-
terest and importance.

Normal Schools, or schools for the instruction and preparation
of teachers of youth, although new to us, are not new in the
history of the world. In several of the states of Europe, par-
ticularly in Prussia, schools of this character were found in op-
eration more than a century ago. At a meeting of the friends
of education, held at Halifax, in the county of Plymouth, in
IS3B, John Quincy Adams used the following language:—“We
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see monarclis expending vast sums establishing Normal Schools
throughout their realms, and shall we be outdone by kings?”
In 1745, a private school was established for teachers, at Berlin,
by Rev. John Julius Hecker, which in 1754 was raised to the
rank of a royal school, under the patronage of the state. By
the provisions of a royal ordinance of the year ISI9, Normal
Schools are established in each of the ten provinces of the king-
dom of Prussia, as a part of the school system. Saxony, Ba-
varia, Wirtemberg, Baden and other German states, have fol-
lowed the example of Prussia. France, also, early adopted the
plan, and at a later date, Holland and England. There are at
present 264 Normal Schools in Europe, of which 97 are in
France, 51 in Prussia, and 23 in England.

The attention of the people of Massachusetts was first direct -

ed to the subject chiefly by the writings of the late James G. Car-
ter, of Lancaster, who published several essays upon the subject,
as early as the year 1824 and 1825. In 1830, a teacher’s semi-
nary was established in Andover, as a department of Phillips
Academy. Owing to a want of funds for its support, it was
abandoned in 1842, but not until the State had made provision
for other schools of a similar character. The name of Samuel
Farrar is honorably connected with this project.

Rev. Charles Brooks, of Hingham, look an active part in the
labors which resulted in the establishment of the Board of Ed-
ucation and the Normal Schools. Fie commenced his efforts as
early as 1835, and was unwearied in his exertions until his ob-
jects were accomplished. The Board of Education was estab-
lished in 1837, and in its first annual report, it called the atten-
tion of the Legislature to the subject of Normal Schools. Dur-
ing the session of 1838, a donation of $lO,OOO was offered by
Edmund Dwight, to be appropriated for the qualification of
teachers, on condition that the State would provide an equal
sum. The proposition was accepted, and Normal Schools were
established at Barre, Lexington and Bridgewater.

Massachusetts was the first Stale in the Union to adopt the
plan of Normal Schools. New York followed, and in 1844 a
State Normal School was established at Albany, and $lO,OOO
annually appropriated for its support. A spacious and hand-
some building for its use, was erected in 1848, at an expense of
$25,000. Previous to the establishment of the Normal School
for the education of teachers, New York had appropriated large
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sums to her academies for the same purpose, but without suc-
cess.

In Pennsylvania there is a NormalSchool for female teachers,
established in 1848, in Philadelphia, and supported at the ex-
pense of that city.

By an act approved June, 1849, provision was made for the
establishment of a Normal School in Connecticut, and for its
support. The public spirit of the inhabitants of New Britain, in
order to secure the location of the institution in that town, raised
about $12,000 for its benefit, on a guaranty of its continuance
for a period of only four years. The principal of the school is
Hon. Henry Barnard, for many years an active and devoted
servant of the cause of popular education, and recently com-
missioner of common schools for the State of Rhode Island.
The subject of Normal Schools was early agitated in Connecti-
cut, by Thomas H. Gallaudet, formerly Principal of the Deaf
and Dumb Asylum. His efforts, in conjunction with those of
Mr. Barnard, have at length been crowned with success, and
we trust that the institution at New Britain will prove worthy
of the long continued efforts that have been made for its estab-
lishment.

The youthful state of Michigan has entered the field in com-
petition with her elder sisters. In 1849, an act was passed to
establish a state Normal School, and public lands appropriated
as a fund for its support. In this school, provision is made for
instruction in the mechanic arts and agricultural chemistry. It
is located at Ypsilanti, whose citizens contributed an eligible lot
of land, and a subscription of $13,500 towards a suitable build-
ing, besides paying the salary of the instructor of the model
school.

The plan adopted in Connecticut and Michigan, for obtaining
aid through the benefits which such institutions confer on the
towns and neighborhoods where they are located, was early
adopted in Massachusetts, and the committee think it may be
further advantageously applied at the present time.

In the first stages of the movement for the establishment of
Normal Schools, it was deemed advisable to solicit the aid and
cooperation of individuals and towns in their behalf, and there
appear to have been substantial and weighty reasons for the
adoption of such a course, independent of pecuniary considera-
tions. In the language of the late secretary of the Board of
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Education, “it was obvious that such a system of cooperation,
between the friends of education and the board, would be pro-
ductive of the happiest effects. It would secure to the schools
to be organized, the advantage of a warm and vigilant local
sympathy. The public, by whose aid they had been in part
established, would feel a greatly enhanced interest in theirpros-
perity. It furnished the most unobjectionable ground of selec-
tion between different places, to which the attention of the
Board was called.”

The Board of Education, at a meeting held on the 28th of
December, A. D. 1838, decided to establish the first Normal
School in the town ofLexington, Middlesex county, for reasons,
among others, that the friends of education in that town, had
offered to supply a building well fitted for the purpose, and also
pecuniary cooperation towards defraying the current expenses
of the institution.

Previous to the selection of the town of Barre, in Worcester
county, for the location of the second Normal School, buildings
sufficient for its accommodation were placed at the disposal of
the Board of Education, by a vote of the town, and pecuniary
aid toward current expenses guarantied on the part of individ-
uals. The school at Bridgewater presents a still more striking
example of the union of public and private effort. A house
was fitted up for its accommodation, and the rent for three years
was paid by the citizens of the town. To provide the necessary
apparatus and miscellaneous items, the town gave the sum ol
five hundred dollars ; individuals of the town, fifty dollars ; and
individuals residing elsewhere, four hundred and fifteen dollars.
The text books used in the school were provided also by pri-
vate munificence. The commodious house now occupied by
the school, was completed in 1846. The State appropriated for
its construction, $2500; individuals residing in Bridgewater,
$2200; individuals residing in Boston, $300; pupils and grad-
uates of the school, and others, $406 50. In this manner, and
by such means, the town of Bridgewater has exhibited its in-
terest in the establishment of the institution within its borders,
and the school itself has secured for its accommodation a struc-
ture at once commanding, ample and durable.

The circumstances attending the removal of the Normal
School, first located at Barre to Westfield and its establishment
in the last named town are of a similar character. The State
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had appropriated (he sum of $2,500. The town of Westfield,
in its corporate capacity, appropriated the sum of five hundred
dollars towards the erection of a building, and the further sum
of three hundred dollars for grading walks, and improving and
ornamenting the grounds in the vicinity of the site of the build-
ing. For the first of these objects, individuals of the town sub-
scribed six hundred dollars, and for the second, also, the same
sum. One of the school districts of the town raised fifteen
hundred dollars towards the construction of the building, on
condition that a portion of it might be used as a model school
room for the instruction of the children of the district, in con-
nection with the Normal School. 2\n eligible site, valued at
one thousand dollars, was purchased for the building, for the
sum of five hundred dollars, and the result of the whole is a
structure and grounds convenient and ample, and worthy the
high and useful character of the institution.

The school first established at Lexington, in 1839, was re-
moved to West Newton, in May, 1844. A building erected at
a cost of $3OOO, was purchased for the sum of $l5OO, by Josiah
Quincy, Jr., of Boston. The deed was executed in the'name
of Horace Maun, late Secretary of the Board of Education, and
appropriated free of rent, for the accommodation of a Normal
School, so long as such an institution shall be sustained by the
State. This building, before referred to in this report, is now
inadequate to the wants of the school, besides being out of re-
pair, and in a state of dilapidation, and the Board of Education
ask for an appropriation, of a sum not exceeding fifteen thou-
sand dollars, for the purchase ofa site, and the erection of a new
and commodious house. It does not appear from the historical
sketch presented, that either the town of Newton in its corpo-
rate capacity, or the citizens thereof, have manifested any inte-
rest or made any contributions towards the establishment and
maintenance of the school, of such a character as to place the
State, or the Board of Education, under obligations to continue
the school in that town should its welfare or prospects depend
materially upon its removal.

There are obvious advantages which must accrue to towns
from the permanent establishment of a State Normal School
within their borders, and the Commonwealth, in the opinion of
the committee, could manifest her impartiality in no manner
more calculated to allay prejudice and give satisfaction, than
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by a proposition to consider the advantages and aid to be
obtained, in the selection of a location. The situations of the
schools at Westfield and Bridgewater, would necessarily have
an influence in fixing the location of the third school, should it
be removed. It is evident that it should be located at no great
distance from the metropolis, where there are means of frequent
and easy communication with other sections of the State; but
within a proper limit there are many towns, which, so far as
location is concerned, offer the most satisfactory inducements.
In accordance with the views herein presented, the committee
recommend that they be authorized to issue proposals, for the
establishmentof a Normal School; to examine such propositions
as may be offered, and in conjunction with the Board of Edu-
cation, to recommend such a plan as they may deem most ad-
visable for the interests and welfare of the institution, and re-
port to the Legislature at its next session.

It has been the practice of the committee on education, for
the last two years, to visit the Normal Schools after the close of
the session, and report to the succeeding Legislature. The
committee of last year commend this practice in the following
language, which is copied from their report.

“We beg leave to say, that we are convinced that much good
has resulted from the notice the Legislature has taken of the
Normal Schools, by ordering the committees on education, of
this and the preceding year, to visit them. It has evidently
been duly appreciated by teachers and pupils, and has tended
to inspire them with renewed confidence and zeal in the work
to which they are devoted.”

It is quite obvious that institutions under the patronage of
the Commonwealth, should be treated with all the attention,
care, and watchfulness which may serve to indicate the parental
character, and which tend to promote mutual sentiments of es-
teem, gratitude, and duty, and the committee of the present
session cordially respond to the recommendation of their prede-
cessors.

In pursuance of the recommendations herein contained, the
committee report the accompanying order and resolve.

For the Committee,
EDWD, L. KEYES. Chairman.
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Ordered, That the Joint Committee on Education be au-
thorized and instructed to visit the State Normal Schools, during
the recess of the Legislature.

Ordered, Also, that said committee be authorized and
instructed to obtain proposals for a site for a Normal School.—
to be, when established, in place of the West Newton State
Normal School—and for the erection of suitable buildings
thereon, and to report to the Legislature at its next session.

In Senate, 1851.
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RESOLVE

Concerning the State Normal Schools.

Resolved, That the sum of twelve hundred dollars be appro-
priated annually the current year, and in the year one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-two, for the support of the State Nor-
mal Schools, under the direction of the Board of Education,
which, together with the sums appropriated, for the same ob-
ject, by former resolves, shall be in full therefor, to the first day
of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
three.

Commonlucaltij of JHaasartjusetts*

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-One.




