
SENATE....No. 90.

The Third Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom
was committed the petition of Cyrus Gale and others, praying
for a Railroad from Sterling, to connect with the Agricultural
Branch Railroad in Northborough, report the accompanying
Bill.

W. A. HAWLEY, Chairman.

In Senate, April 23, 1851.
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AN ACT
To establish the Sterling and Westborough Railroad

Company.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Cyrus Gale, Anson Eice and Wilder
2 Bush, with their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a corporation, by the name of the Sterling and
4 Westborough Eailroad Company, with all the powers
5 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabili-
-6 ties and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth
7 chapter of the Eevised Statutes, and in that part of
8 the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes relating to
9 railroad corporations, and in all other general laws,

10 which have been, or shall be, passed, relative to rail-
-11 road corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company may locate, construct and
2 maintain a railroad, with one or more tracks, from
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3 some convenient point on the Fitchburg and Worces-
-4 ter Railroad, in the town of Sterling, and through
5 the town of Clinton, and through or near the south-
-6 erly part ofLancaster and the northerly part of Boyl-
-7 ston, and through the southwesterly part of Berlin
8 to some convenient point in or near the centre village
9 of Xorthborough; thence to a convenient point at

10 or near the passenger station of the Boston and
11 Worcester Railroad at Westborough, and may, at or
12 near said station, unite their railroad with the Boston
13 and Worcester Railroad, by proper turnouts and
14 switches, and may use said Boston and Worcester
15 Railroad, under the provisions and restrictions of the
16 laws relating to railroads: provided, however , that if
17 the Agricultural Branch Railroad Company shall
18 obtain a good and responsible subscription for two
19 thirds of their capital stock, within nine months of
20 the passage of this act, then the railroad, hereby au-
-21 thorised to be built, shall subscribe and take the
22 residue of said stock of the Agricultural Branch
23 Railroad, and shall unite with said railroad, at a
24 proper and convenient place, and shall not be ex-
-25 tended towards Westborough.

1 Sect. 3. Said company may also enter their said
2 railroad upon, and unite the same with, the Fitch-
-3 burg and Worcester Railroad, by proper turnouts
4 and switches, in Sterling, and may use said Fitch-
-5 burg and Worcester Railroad, under the provisions
6 and restrictions of the laws relating to railroads.

1 Sect. 4. Said railroad may cross the track of the
2 Worcester and Nashua Railroad, in Sterling or Clin-
-3 ton, at the same grade with said Worcester and
4 Nashua Railroad, or over the same, as the company
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5 hereby created may elect; and if they shall elect to
6 cross said road at grade, they shall, at their own ex-
-7 pense, erect and provide for the proper working of
8 a suitable signal, which may, in good weather, be
9 clearly seen, in each direction, from each railroad, at

10a distance of at least fifty rods from said crossing;
11 and the engines and cars of each company shall not
12 be allowed to pass or enter upon said crossing, except
1-3 when said signal shall indicate that the way is clear.
14 And if said company shall elect to cross over the
15 Worcester and Nashua Railroad, they shall do so by
16 a suitable bridge, so constructed as to give to said
17 orcester and Nashua Railroad a clear space of at
18 least seventeen feet in height above the tops of the
19 rails of said railroad, and at least eight feet in width,
20 each side of the centre line of the track of said rail-
-21 road.

1 Sect. 5. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of four thousand five hundred shares, which
3 shall all be subject to such equal assessments, not
4 exceeding, in the aggregate, one hundred dollars
5 upon each share, as shall be deemed necessary, from
6 time to time, by the directors; and no subscriber
7 shall be liable for any assessment, or assessments,
8 exceeding, in the aggregate, ten dollars on each share
9 by him or her subscribed for ; and the construction

10 of said road shall not be commenced until twenty
11 per cent, of the whole capital stock shall have been
12 paid into the treasury of said company; and said
13 company may hold and invest such parts of their
14 capital stock, in real and personal estate, as may be
15 necessary and convenient for the purposes of their
16 incorporation.
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1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter, with another railroad, upon, and use
3 the railroad hereby established, or any part thereof,
4 by complying with such reasonable rules and regula-
-5 tions as the company hereby incorporated may pre-
-6 scribe, or as may be determined according to the pro-
-7 visions of law.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may, after five years
2 from the time when said railroad shall be opened for
3 use, from time to time, alter or reduce the rates of
4 tolls or profits upon said railroad; but the tolls or
5 profits shall not, without the consent of said com-
-6 pany, be so reduced as to produce less than ten per
7 cent per annum upon the investment of said com-
-8 pany.

1 Sect. 8. If the location of said railroad be not
2 filed within two years, or if the said company shall
3 not complete their railroad so as to be fit for public
4 use within three years from the passage of this act,
5 then the same shall be null and void.

1 Sect. 9. In case the railroad, hereby authorized
2 to be built, shall unite with the Agricultural Branch
3 Railroad, pursuant to the provisions contained in the
4 second section of this act, then and upon such union,
5 both said corporations shall be merged into one cor-
-6 poration, by the name of the Bay State Central Rail-
-7 road Company, which corporation shall stand seized
8 and possessed of all the property which shall then
9 be possessed by either corporation, and be liable for

10 all of the debts of either corporation; and which
11 corporation shall enjoy all the powers and privileges,
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12 and be subject to all the duties, liabilities and restric-
ts tions of each of said companies thus merged.

1 Sect. 10. Said corporation shall not commence
2 the construction of their road, or any part thereof,
3 until a certificate shall have been filed in the office
4 of the secretary of the Commonwealth, subscribed
5 and sworn to by the president of said company, and
6 a majority of the directors thereof, stating that all the
7 stock named in its charter has been subscribed for
8 by responsible parties, and that twenty per cent, of
9 the par value of each and every share of the stock

10 thereof has been actually paid into the treasury of
11 the company.

1 Sect. 11. No share of the stock of said company
2 shall be issued at less than its par value.


