
SENATE....;No. 110.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to whom
was referred the petition of S. S. Perkins and others for a new
Avenue from Boston to South Boston, with the papers accom-
panying said petition, have considered the same and submit
the following

Your committee are in favor of granting the prayer of said
petition, for the following among other important reasons.

By the proposed Avenue, the centre of business in the city
proper, is brought about one mile nearer the eastern part and
centre of South Boston, which is now sparsely settled.

The present street is narrow, crooked and crowded; the new
Avenue will be wide and straight.

Taxable property in South Boston and near the terminus in
the city proper, will be much enhanced in value. It is estimat-
ed that the aggregate property in the city, on which the State
valuation is based for the assessment of taxes, will be increased
thereby more than a million of dollars.

There are petitions of over 9000 persons from Suffolk, Nor-
folk and Plymouth counties, on the files of previous Legisla-
tures, in aid of an Avenue, and not 500 against it.

The recent storm, as it is estimated, caused $75,000 damage
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on the easterly shore of South Boston, which the Avenue, as a
breakwater, would have protected it from, and saved.

It will afford a lee for the wharves southerly of it, and for
coasting vessels in a storm.

It will injure the private rights of no one, unless having a
draw to pass through is a detriment to the wharves above.

The only witnesses before the committee against it, were
three out of some thirty persons interested in the wharves
above, and it was proved that many of the others were in favor
of it.

There are now three bridges over Fore Point Channel, and a
charter for the fourth, granted by the Legislature of last year;
all of which (except perhaps the first, built many years ago,)
were unsuccessfully opposed by the same parties who object
to this.

The Avenue passes over the riparian flats of the petitioners
themselves for about half its length.

Not a foot of land or flats is asked of the State, except the
road-way of about one half of the Avenue; and if the petition-
ers are not allowed to build this at their expense, the State
must construct one at its own expense, whenever it wishes to
reach the flats under its control.

The value of these flats outside the riparian line and several
hundred acres in extent, will be much increased by this Avenue.
These are the property of the State, and whatever adds to
their value, is directly for the benefit of the Commonwealth.
This fact had much weight with the committee, and doubtless
will have with the Legislature.

Three commissions have reported on this subject. The first
recommended an avenue a great distance outside of this, as a
benefit to the harbor and all concerned.

The second approved of an avenue identical with this, at its
eastern end, (South Boston,) and varying only a few hundred
feet at its western.

And the third, reported to the present Legislature, (House Doc.,
No. 106, pp. 11 to 16,) and to await whose report this subject
was deferred from the last session, advise very strongly a line
commencing at the same point in Boston proper, (westerly,)
and terminating easterly far outside of that proposed by the
Bill annexed.
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For these, and many other reasons, your committee believe
the contemplated Avenue will be beneficial to the public, and
no injury to the real interests of any one. They therefore
have prepared the accompanying Bill, in accordance, mainly,
with the prayer of the petitioners.

BENJAMIN SEAYER, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To Establish the Eastern Avenue Corporation.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled,

and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Henry Gardner, Robert Rantoul, Jr.,
2 Samuel S. Perkins, Benjamin T. Reed, Samuel Leeds,
3 Otis Rich, John P. Monks, and their associates, suc-
-4 cessors and assigns, are made a corporation, by the
5 name of the Eastern Avenue Corporation, with all the
6 powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,
7 restrictions and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth
8 chapter of the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation are hereby author-
-2 ized and empowered to construct, complete and main-
-3 tain a pile bridge, forty feet wide, with suitable draw
4 or draws, which draw or draws, it shall be in the
5 power of the Legislature to change and widen at the
8 expense of the corporation, from the foot of Summer

street, in the city of Boston, across Fort or Fore
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8 Point Channel, to the commencement of the line
9 marked “Extreme Line of Solid Filling,” on the Plan

10 of the Inner Harbor of Boston, showing the commis-
-11 sioners’ line proposed by Simon Greenleaf, Joel Giles,
12 and Ezra Lincoln, commissioners, appointed under a
13 resolve of the Legislature, approved May 3, 1850.

1 Sect. 3. The said corporation are also authorized
2 and empowered to construct, complete, and maintain
3 an avenue , to be of a solid structure, one hundred
4 feet wide, for a street and sidewalks, commencing at
5 the westerly termination of said line,' marked “ Ex-
-6 treme Line of Solid Filling,” and there uniting with
7 the bridge authorized by the preceding section, and
8 thence running southeasterly by a direct line, until it
9 intersects “L” street, being near the west line of the

10 city institutions; and the said avenue shall be pro-
-11 vided with proper draw or draws, and sluiceways,
12 which drgw, draws, and sluiceways, it shall be in the
13 power of the Legislature to change and widen, at the
14 expense of the corporation.

1 Sect. 4. The said corporation are authorized to
2 construct, complete, and maintain a substantial sea
3 wall, extending southerly from the said westerly ter-
-4 mination of the said line, marked “ Extreme Line of
5 Solid Filling,” along the line marked in black on said
6 plan, called commissioners’ line, established by an act
7 of the Legislature, until it meets the line of the wharf
8 of the Boston Wharf Company: provided, however ,

9 that the said corporation shall pay to the said Boston
10 Wharf Company such damages therefor as the com-
-11 missioners hereinafter mentioned shall award and
12 determine.
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1 Sect. 5. The said corporation may purchase, or
2 otherwise take any land necessary for the purpose of
3 making a street fifty feet wide, from the westerly ter-
-4 mination of the bridge, authorized by the second sec-
-5 tion of this act, to Summer street; and if they shall
6 not be able to obtain such land, by an agreement with
7 the owner thereof, they shall pay therefor such dam-
-8 ages as shall be estimated and determined, in the
9 manner provided by the laws of this Commonwealth,

10 in the case of laying out and widening streets in the
11 city of Boston.

1 Sect. 6. The said bridge, avenue, street, draws,
2 sluiceways, and sea wall, shall be constructed under
3 the direction and to the satisfaction of three commis-
-4 sioners, to be appointed by the governor and council,
5 and to be paid by said corporation; and the said cor-
-6 poration shall be held liable to keep the same in good
7 repair, and to open the said draw, and afford all prop-
-8 er accommodation to vessels having occasion to pass
9 the same, by day or by night.

1 Sect. 7. The said bridge, street, and avenue shall
2 be open for free travel for the use of the public, with-
-3 out toll or charge therefor.

1 Sect. 8. If the said avenue shall not be con-
-2 structed within five years from the passage of this
3 act, then the same shall be void.
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The Minority of the Committee on Mercantile Affairs and
Insurance, after a full hearing on the petition of S. S. Perkins
and others for an avenue to South Boston, believe that an exi-
gency does not exist for such an avenue, and that the prayer of
the petitioners should not be granted, as it would in their opin-
ion endanger the harbor of Boston, —do great injury to private
property in wharves by bridging Fore Point channel, —and that
State interests and property should not be sacrificed for private
emolument and speculation, and therefore report that the peti-
tioners have leave to withdraw.

They respectfully refer the members of Legislature to the re-
port of a board of commissioners appointed in 1848,—being
Senate document, No. 3 of 1850, on the subject of the South
Boston Flats, as expressing some of our views on this subject.

For the minority of the Committee,

MOSES WOOD.

MINORITY REPORT.




