
SENATE.....No. 121.

May 16th, 1851,Council Chamber,

To the President of the Senate :

Sir,—I herewith transmit to the honorable Senate, for the use
of the Legislature, certain documents which have been trans-
mitted to this branch of the government, namely;

1. Joint Resolution of the State of Illinois concerning the in-
stitution of Slavery;

2. Report and Resolutions of a Convention of the People of
Maryland upon the same subject;

3. Resolutions of the General Assembly of Florida relative
to the establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture at the city of
Washington;

4. The Report of the Commissioner of the District of Marsh-
pee upon the state of the treasury and the general affairs of
said district.

GEORGE S. BOUTWELL.

MESSAGE.
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Passed by the Seventeenth General Assembly of the State of
Illinois, at the Session thereof, begun and held at the City of
Springfield , January 6, 1851.

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
General Assembly of Illinois, That the Constitution of the
United States was the result of compromise, and could not
have been formed without concessions made by the different
states represented in the convention of 1787, and under which
this confederacy of sovereign states was brought together, and
consummated as an union for certain general and limited pur-
poses ; and that the federal government, as a consequence of
the Constitution, is one of limited powers, derived exclusively
from that instrument, and, in order to its preservation, all the
grants of power therein contained, should be strictly construed
by all the departments and agents of the General Government
so constituted ; and that all the concessions and compromises
therein contained, should be faithfully observed and maintained
by all sections of our common country; and that it is at all
times dangerous and inexpedient to exercise doubtful constitu-
tional powers, unless the necessities and exigencies of the na-
tion should manifestly surmount questions of doubt and expe-
diency.

Resolved, That the institution of slavery was one of the prin-
cipal subjects of compromise embraced in the Constitution, and
this General Assembly, without committing itself upon the
question of the constitutional power of Congress to legislate
upon the subject of slavery in the territories of the United
States, deem the exercise of such power unnecessary and inex-
pedient, because the exercise of the same is calculated to impair
the happiness of the people, and to endanger the perpetuity of
our glorious Union.

STATE OF ILLINOIS.

JOINT RESOLUTIONS
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Resolved, That regarding the Constitution of the United
States as not conflicting with the divine law as revealed to us,
we, as citizens of the American Union, know no higher law
than the Constitution of our country; and that, as members of
the General Assembly of Illinois, when we take an oath to
support the Constitution of the United States, do not consider
that we make any mental reservation touching the requirements
of duty imposed by that instrument; therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
General Assembly of Illinois, That all laws passed by the
Congress of the United States, under and in pursuance of the
Constitution, should be supported, upheld and obeyed by all
the citizens of this and every other state and territory in the
Union.

Resolved, That the controversy upon the subject of slavery,
between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding states of the
Union, and the distractions, jealousies, and destruction of mu-
tual confidence among the several states arising therefrom,
should be deprecated by every good citizen and lover of his
country, in the north, south, east and west, as having the inevi-
table tendency of loosening the bonds of union, and threaten-
ing to prostrate the noblest fabric of civil and religious liberty
that the world ever saw.

Resolved, That the system of adjustment or compromise
passed during the last session of Congress, comprising the ad-
mission of California, the establishment of territorial govern-
ments for Utah and New Mexico, without the Wilmot proviso,
so called, the settlement of the boundary line between Texas
and New Mexico, the suppression of the slave trade in the
District of Columbia, and the amendment of the act of 1793,
for the recovery of fugitive slaves, is eminently calculated to
remove the controversy, and to restore peace, quietude and con-
fidence between the different sections of our beloved country,
and meets with the hearty concurrence and approval of this
General Assembly.

Resolved, That our senators be instructed, and our representa-
tives in the Congress of the United States be requested to use
all their energies, and to employ their best abilities and influ-
ence in resistance to any and all attempts that may be made to
disturb or to unsettle, either by repeal or modification, any of



[May,SLAVERY.

the measures embraced in that system of adjustment or com-
promise.

Resolved, That any resolutions passed by any previous Gen-
eral Assembly, in conflict with the foregoing, and especially
those adopted during the first session of the last General As-
sembly, known as the Wilmot proviso resolutions of instruc-
tions, be and the same are hereby rescinded.

Resolved, That we approve of the manly and patriotic stand
taken by the executive of the United States in evincing his
determination to execute and enforce all laws constitutionally
enacted, and that the people of the state of Illinois will cheer-
fully sustain him in so doing.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor of this state, be
requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to
each of our senators and representatives, with the request that
a copy thereof be presented in each house of Congress, and
also a copy to the executive of each state of the Union, to be
laid before their respective legislatures, that the position of
Illinois, so far as can be defined by her General Assembly, may
be understood by the other states of the Union.

SIDNEY BREESE,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

WILLIAM McMURTRY,
Speaker of the Senate.
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STATE OF MARYLAND.

STATE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Annapolis, Dp.cember 12th, 1850.

To His Excellency George S. Boutwell, Governor of Mas-
sachusetts.

Sir,—By the direction of the Convention of the people of
Maryland assembled, to revise the Constitution, I have the
honor to transmit to you, a report and resolution unanimously
adopted, in relation to the measures of compromise, passed by
the Congress of the United States at the last session.

I am also instructed to ask your excellency to lay the report
and resolution with the action of this convention, before the
Legislature of your state at its next session.

I have the honor to be, with great respect,

Your excellency’s obedient servant,
J. G, CHAPMAN,

President of the Convention.

Report of the Committee of the Maryland Reform Convention,

on the late Acts of Congress forming the Compromise , etc.

Whereas ,
The Constitution of the United States was designed

more effectually to secure the civil and political rights of the
citizens of every part of the Union, and especially to protect
their persons and property as well in other states as in the
state in which they might reside; and whereas, amongst the
rights of property there was none more generally known or
more distinctly recognized, than that of holding slaves; and
whereas, the peculiar risk of loss to which this species of
property was exposed, was so obvious, and the absolute ne-
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cessity of a suitable provision to guard against it so univer-
sally felt, that no one hesitated to acknowledge that without
such provision the Union could not have been framed; and
whereas certain persons, in various portions of the Union,
instigated by a spirit of fanaticism, have combined for the
purpose of openly resisting and defying the guarantees of
the Constitution and laws by which alone the slaveholding
states can be assured of the rightful possession and just pro-
tection of their property, we the members of the Convention
of Maryland, lately elected from the body of the people, and
intimately acquainted with their feelings and opinions, deem
it proper to declare in calm and deliberate terms, what we
believe to be their views in relation to the exciting subjects
to which we have referred, and do, therefore,

Ist. Resolve, That the Constitution of the United States, has
accomplished all the objects, civil and political, which its most
sanguine framers and friends anticipated, and that the affec-
tions of the people of Maryland are justly riveted to its princi-
ples, by the memory of the sacrifices of the wise and good
men who framed it, as well as by the blessings it has so liber-
ally dispensed to our country.

2d. That a proper appreciation of these blessings should lead
every state in the Union to adopt all such measures, as from
time to time, may be necessary to give complete and full effect
to any provision of the Constitution or of the laws pursuant
thereto, intended for the protection of any portion of this great
family of states.

3d. That while we do not conceal that the several acts of
Congress passed at their late session, relating to the admission
of California, to the territorial governments of Utah and New
Mexico, to the adjustment of the boundary of Texas, to the
prohibition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and
to the reclamation of fugitives from labor, do not, to the extent
we desired, meet the just demands of the south; nevertheless,
viewing these several acts as parts of an entire system, to be
adhered to and maintained as a whole, proceeding on the basis
of compromise, and intended by a permanent adjustment of so
many critical questions, to heal the public agitations and per-
petuate the Union, they have received our acquiescence, and
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have inspired us with admiration of those eminent statesmen,
who, rising above the influence of party and sectional consid-
erations, periled their well earned reputation for the enduring
welfare of their country.

4th. That the vigorous and faithful execution by the General
Government of all laws made in pursuance of the Constitution,
is its primary duty, and affords the only security for the just
protection of the rights and property of the citizens, and for the
permanency of the Union ; and it is equally the duty of all good
citizens to encourage and support the officers of the government
in the execution of the laws, and to discountenance and rebuke
the efforts of those who seek to subvert them; and while, there
fore, we entertain every proper confidence in the ability and deter-
mination of the chief magistrate of the Union, faithfully to per-
form his duty in the present crisis, and take the opportunity to
tender to him our assurances that in any emergency that should
require it, he may safely rely upon the cordial cooperation of the
people of Maryland, we cannot withhold the warmest expres-
sion of our firm and continued reliance upon the patriotism of
those of our countrymen, in all sections of the Union, who
have fearlessly asserted the constitutional rights of the south;
and in view of the calamities which must ensue if those rights
continue to be violated, we would earnestly suggest to the gov-
ernments of the non-slaveholding states, the propriety and im-
portance of enacting such laws as will facilitate the recovery
of fugitives from labor; and upon the citizens of every state,
we would anxiously urge the absolute necessity of maintaining
and enforcing each and all of the measures of adjustment
adopted at the last session of Congress.

sth. That of the aforesaid series of laws that intended to
ensure the restoration of fugitives from labor is the only one
professing to protect the peculiar rights and institutions of the
southern states, from the mischievous hostility of a wicked
fanaticism in other portions of the Union, is but a tardy and
meagre measure of compliance with the clear, explicit and im-
perative injunctions of the Constitution, and holds out the only
hope that the protection which the south was authorized to

expect from the Union of the states, to this species of property
will be afforded to them, and being the chief inducement to the
south for its accession to the compromise, the repeal of that
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law, or the failure to enforce its provisions, could only be re-
garded as evidence of a determined purpose in other states, to
violate the sacred charter of our rights or a want of ability in
the General Government to enforce the laws made for our pro-
tection, and in either event there would be a failure to comply
with the solemn obligations which give to the Constitution its
chief value, and binding force, and which could not be violated
or deliberately evaded without leading to a dissolution of the
Union.

E. F. CHAMBERS, Chairman.
JAMES R. HOPEWELL,
A. RANDALL,
GEO. W. WEEMS,
WM. D. MERRICK,
JAIMES M. BUCHANAN,
EDWARD LLOYD,
JOHN DENNIS,
LOUIS McLANE,
WILLIAM H. TUCK,
WILLIAM GRASON,
L. L. DIRICKSON,
SAMUEL M. MAGRAW,
R. C. CARTER,
LEWIS P. FIERY,
WASHINGTON WATERS,
W. M. HOLLYDAY,
JACOB SHOWER,
ROBERT J. BRENT,
JOHN D. GAITHER,
WM. T. GOLDSBOROUGH.
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BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE.

Resolutions relative to the establishment of a Bureau of Agri-
culture, at the City of Washington.

Resolved, That the General Assembly of Florida earnestly
recommend the establishment of a Bureau of Agriculture in the
department of the interior, at Washington, whose province it
shall be to superintend and promote the great interest of agri-
cultural improvement in the nation.

Resolved, That the governor is requested to transmit a copy
of the foregoing resolution to the president of the United States,
to the secretary of the department of the interior, to the gov-
ernor of each state in the Union, and to each of our senators
and representative in Congress,

Resolved, That the senators and representative of this state,
in the Congress of the United States, are hereby requested to
use their influence to procure the necessary legislation by Con-
gress for the speedy establishment, on a firm and permanent
basis, of a Bureau of Agriculture, as suggested in the first fore-
going resolution.

[Passed the House of Representatives, January 16, 1851. Passed the Sen-
ate, January 18, 1851. Approvedby the Governor, January 23, 1851.]

A true copy, attest: C. W. DOWNING,
Secretary of State.

2

STATE OF FLORIDA.
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To His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and the Honorable Executive Council:

The commissioner of the District of Marshpee, in compliance
with the act establishing said district, makes report of the' state
of the treasury and of the affairs of said district, as follows :

He charges himself., as Treasurer
,

with :

1850. RECEIPTS.

January,-—From State School Fund, .
. $lOO 00

Of D. Wilber on old note, . . . 3 50
March. —Rents of meadow, . . . 28 75

From interest of surplus revenue, .
. CO 00

Sundry State pauper accounts, . . . 299 45
April.—State pauper account, . . . 229 95
July.—Sundry persons for wood, . . . 67 50

Rents of meadow, . . . . 17 97
Do. do. .... 4 70

Wood sold to Isaiah Fish in 1849, . . 57 19
G, T. Sewall, collector, towards tax, . . 13 75
Sundry persons rent of meadow, . . 9 10

August.—N. S. Pocknet. for wood, .
. 2 50

o ' '

Rent of meadow, . . . . 5 00
September.—Wood sold, . . . . 22 50

From sale of effects of deceased pauper, . 4 82
Sundry persons for trout permits, . . 141 50

December 31.—Interest on parsonage fund to date, 364 48

$1,432 66
Balance due treasurer this day to new account, 46 98

$1,479 64

CTommoutocnUlj of JtfaGsacljusetts.
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And he claims allowance for
1850. EXPENDITURES.

January L—Balance due treasurer this day on
settlement, ..... $193 32

And sundry payments per order of select-
men, viz :

C. Degrasse, labor on roads, . . . 100
Joseph Gardner, carting for poor, . . 2 30
Ezra Attaquin, on account of poor, . . 12 00

February.—Lisbon Johnson, clearing meadow, . 1 00
Solomon Attaquin, as selectman, . . 10 00
D. B. Amos, school teacher, . . . 10 00
E. Hinckley, supplies to pauper, . . 2 69

March.—Jos. Gardner, carting for poor, . . 1 50
N. S. Pocknet, on account of school, . . 1 50
Isaac Jones, on account of poor, . . 1 00
W. Jones, care of meeting-house, . . 5 00
W. Jones, labor on roads, . . . 3 87
S. Attaquin, postage, stationery, &c., . . 240
T. Pocknet, work on roads, . . . 1 25
O. A. Coombs, do. ... 3 00
Joshua Pocknet, do. ... 50
B. J. Attaquin, do. ... 150
James Amos, on account of poor, . . 1 00
Isaac Jones, do. . . . 2 00
Abigail Amos, do. ... 2 00
Ezra Attaquin, do. ... 13 00
S. Attaquin, balance due as selectman, 1849, . 8 28
S. Attaquin, services in Boston, . . 3 00
N. Hamblen, school teacher, . . . 94 00
E. Phinney, sundry supplies to poor, . . 285 87
Israel Amos, work on roads, . . . 300
E. Phinney, for poor, .... 20
D. B. Amos, school teacher,

. . . 37 25
April.—Abigail Amos, on account of poor, . 7 00

Eben Low, per account, poor, . . . 16 25
May.—S. Attaquin, work on roads, . . 5 00

Jos. Gardner, on account of poor, . . 3 25
William Marston, supplies to poor, . . 91 18
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B. P. Hallett, legal services heretofore, . . $75 00
June.—Sandwich Observer, advertising, . . 1 75

E. Attaquin, on account of poor, . . 13 00
W. Jones, labor on roads, .

. . 5 00
Eben Low, on account of poor, . . 16 25
Isaac Jones, on account of poor and schools, . 5 92
Jos. Gardner, on account of poor, . . 1 50

July.—W. Jones, labor on roads, . . . 5 00
N. S. Pocknet, do. . . . 2 00
C. Fish, stones to repair bridge, . . 9 75
A. Amos, on account of poor, . .

. 300
E. A. Adams, teaching school, . . . 12 00
S, Attaquin, labor on roads, . . . 400
S. Attaquin, do. . .

. 5 00
August. —W. Jones, boarding school teacher, . 10 00

Louisa Cowett, school teacher, . . . 27 00
N. S. Pocknet, balance as selectman, 1849, . 16 00
John Young, on account of poor, . . 3 00
Mercy Hicks, do. . . 5 00
E. A. Adams, balance as teacher, . . 12 50
W. Jones, balance boarding teacher, . . T5O

September.—Eben Attaquin, district clerk, . 2 50
N. S. Pocknet, as selectman, 1850, . . 15 00
Jos. Gardner, work on roads, .

.
. 100

October.—Eben Low, on account of poor, . 16 25
Ezra Attaquin, on account of poor, . . 13 00
Oliver Harlow, work on roads, . . . 1 00
William Jones, do. , .

. 7 50
November.—A. Crocker, do. . . . 4 50
December.—A. Amos, on account of poor, . 5 00

E. Attaquin, do. . . 13 00
E. Low, do. . . 15 71
R. Kelley, shoes for poor, . . . 2 60
S. Attaquin, in part, as selectman, 1850, . 25 00
I. B. Baxter, irons for bridge, . . . 1 00
W. Jones, roads, &c., . . . . 13 53
B. F. Hallett, services as counsel, . . 10 00
S. Attaquin, on account of poor, . . 5 00
T. Hatch, do. 3 00
Sundry supplies to P. Keeter, pauper, . . 5 84
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Making clothes for paupers, .
.

. $4 17
Paid on account of paupers, . . . 150
Paid mending Marshpee Bridge,

.
. 83

A. Crocker, wood furnished paupers, . . 51 67
Paid for wood for paupers, . . . 7 00
S. Attaquin, services as selectman, . . 4 82
Jos, Gardner, ploughing for poor, . . 2 00
Israel Amos, work on roads, . . . 100
N. S. Pocknet, do. . . . 1 25
Jos. Cesar, on account of poor, .

. . 2 00
Paid on account of paupers, . . . 900
Dr. H. E. McCollum, medical services, . 3 00
Paid wood for pauper and cutting, . . 8 33

December. —Charles Lewis, board of persons in
house of correction, . . . . 16 50

December 31.—Paid sundry miscellaneous ex-
penses, audited by selectmen, . . 34 96

Services as commissioner one year, . . 30 00
General services as treasurer, . . . 40 00
Services in care and investment of parsonage

fund, .
. . . . . 35 00

$1,479 64

CHARLES MARSTON,
Treasurer of Marshpee.

Barnstable , Dec. 31, 1850.

Maeshpee, Dec. 31, 1850.

We have examined the foregoing account, and the vouchers
supporting the same, and are satisfied the same is correct, and
we hereby declare and certify our approval thereof.

SOLOMON ATTAQUIN,
WILLIAM JONES,

Selectmen of the District of Marshpee.
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Statement of the Affairs of Marshpee.

The receipts into the treasury during the year 1850, are:
From Commonwealth, from school fund, . . $lOO 00

Do. do. do. surplus revenue, . 60 00
Do. do. support of State paupers, 413 20
Do. do. do. do. heretofore, 116 20
Do. rent of meadow, . . . . 70 34
Do. sale of wood, .... 153 19
Do. permits to catch trout, . . . 141 50
Do. interest of parsonage fund, . . . 364 48
Do. taxes, (in part,) . . .

. 13 75

$1,432 66
The expenditures of the past year are :

For support of poor, .... $667 38
Do. do. schools, .... 214 75
Do. roads and bridges, . . .

• 72 73
Do. incidental expenses, .... 144 86
Do. selectmen services, (as far as paid,) . . 81 60
Do. services of commissioner and treasurer, . 105 00

$1,286 32

It will be seen, by the foregoing statement, that the receipts
have exceeded the expenditures by the sum of $146 34. The
amount due the district and collectable, is sufficient to cancel all
the debts of the district.

Schools have been taught the past year three months in win-
ter, and three and a half months in summer, in the north
school district, at an expense of $139; and three and one fourth
months in winter, and three months in summer, in the south
school district, at an expense of $75 75, exclusive of the ex-
pense of school books. The number of scholars in both dis-
tricts is about

,
and the average attendance in winter ,

and in summer . The attendance on the school in the
north district, the present winter, is very good, and an encour-
aging interest is manifested in the success of the school. In
the south district the attendance is not so good, but the school
is nevertheless of great value to the youth in that section.
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The act passed in 1849, to protect the trout fishery in Marsh-
pee River, has so far operated to increase the fishery and yield
a considerable revenue to the district, while at the same time it
is satisfactory to sportsmen. Besides the amount received as
herein stated above, S. T. Tisdale, Esq,, of New York has
erected comfortable sheds for his use in the fishing season,
which, being very near the meeting-house, are a source of ad-
vantage to the people of the district.

The means of the district, though slender, are sufficient,
under existing laws and arrangements, and with careful hus-
bandry, to meet the actual necessities of public expenditure.
The full payment by the State of the whole amount actually
and necessarily expended for support of State paupers in the
district, relieves the treasury from one of its considerable bur-
dens.

There is public worship regularly in their meeting-house,
and several of the people attend constantly the meeting of Rev.
Mr. Fish in an adjoining village. Health has prevailed during
the past year, and general peace and happiness have been
maintained. Their wants are few, and when left to themselves,
they, for the most part, lead a quiet, rural life, and have many
of the comforts of society and domestic enjoyment.

Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES MARSTON,

Commissioner of Marshpee.
Dec. 31, 1850,

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Executive
Council :

TUB ANNUAL ACCOUNT AND STATEMENT OF CHARLES
MARSTON, TREASURER OF THE HERRING POND INDIANS.

He charges himself with:
1849.
December 31.—Balance due on settlement, . $2,461 92
1850.
January 7.—Net sales of wood at auction, . 1,558 00
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Received from school fund, . . . $2O 00
March.—Do. surplus revenue, . . . 18 00
August. —Do. sundry persons on account of wood, 105 85
September.-—Do. do. do. . SO 50
October.—Do. do. do. . 30 22
December 31.—Interest on balance of last year,

and other matters to date, . . . 194 40

$4,468 89
And claims allowance for :

Sundry payments, as follows :

R. Lovell, on account of poor, . . . $6 49
R. Gardner, sick person, . .

. 1 25
February. —Expense of publishing order of notice, 2 20

Insurance on wood, . .
.

. 40 00
March.—C. Johnson, on account of poor, . 3 39

R. Lovell, do. . 4 83
S. Bartlett, on account of school, .

. 1 75
C. E. Pope, school teacher, &c., . . 52 54
A. Cesar, on account of poor, . . . 2 00
R. Black, boarding teacher, .

.
. 22 50

Postages, ..... 20
R. Lovell, on account of poor, . . . 1 17
A. Cesar, on account of poor, . . . 2 00

June.—Sandwich Observer, advertising, . . 3 00
R. Lovell, on account of poor, . . . 1 58
S. Fletcher, do. ... 1 50
S. Gaboon, do. ... 3 00

August. —R. Black, sundry services, . . 11 25
E. H. Fish, school teacher, . . . 17 50
R. T. Gardner, boarding teacher, . . 15 00
Insurance on wood in full, . . . 5 00

October.—S. Fletcher, on account of poor, . 3 67
A. Ellis, making clothes for pauper, . . 58
W. Loring, on account of poor, . . 1 94
.1. Keith, for coffins, . . . . 9 25

November.—T. Fletcher, repairs of house, . 5 50
R. Lovell, digging grave, . . . 1 50
T. Fletcher, services, . . . . 400
Expenses on dictionary, ... 33
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S. Bartlett, digging graves. &c., . . $2 SO
R Black, for services, .

.
. . 14 00

E. Hinckley, preparing bound stakes, . . 2 50
H. H. Thayer, posts for bounds, . . 4 08
R. Black, board of sick person, . . 12 50
S. Wood, services, .

.
. . 3 00

Map, &c., and stationery in division of lands, . 400
December.—Grave-stones for C. Joseph, . . 6 00

P. Crowell, supplies to sundry persons, . 57 77
R. T. Gardner, board of sick person, . . 600
J. C. Gardner, taking care of meeting-house, . 2 00
On account of proprietors and plantation at

sundry times, in small sums, . . . 19 27
S. Black, cleaning schoolhouse, . . 1 00
Repairs on schoolhouse, . . .

. 2 27
H. L. Swift & Co., sundry supplies, . . 65 09
J. Harper, physician one year, . . . 40 00

December 31.—Services as commissioner one year, 30 00
Services as treasurer one year, ... 50 00

$537 20
Balance due plantation to new account, . . 3,931 69

$4,468 89

CHARLES MALSTON,
Treasurer of Herring Pond Plantation.

Dec. 31, 1850.

There is now in the treasury the sum of $3,938 78, invested
in the Institution for Savings at Barnstable, and in safe notes
bearing interest, and there is no debt due from the plantation.

A school has been taught, during the past year, five months,
at an expense of $llO, exclusive of wood and repairs on school-
house. Ol this, $3B is received from the Commonwealth, and
the balance is paid from the treasury of the plantation. The
number of scholars attending school is about twenty, and they
have been prompt and punctual. Their schoolhouse is con-

-3
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venient and in good repair. A school is now in operation,
taught by a competent male teacher, (Mr. C. E. Pope,) and a
good degree of interest is manifested by the parents and
scholars.

They have preaching regularly once a month by Rev. Phineas
Fish, missionary at Marshpee and Herring Pond, and occasion-
ally by others. For some time past, Rev. Joseph Amos, a
blind Indian preacher, has officiated when Mr. Fish has not
been there. There is now a singing school in operation, with
some twenty scholars.

Their land has heretofore been mostly held in common; but
they petitioned the last Legislature to have a specified portion
of the same allotted, to be held in severalty, which was granted
them. Under the act passed for that purpose, commissioners
were appointed to carry out its provisions, which work has
been completed. A division of 1,996 acres, about two thirds
of the whole common territory, has been thus made. All the
families of the plantation, 16 in number, have had 15 acres set
to each as a home lot, making 240 acres. The remainder,
1756 acres, has been divided between the proprietors, of the
age of 18 years and upwards, 36 in number, and they have
taken possession of their allotments. The remaining lands are
to be held in common, and reserved exclusively for public uses.
The lands set off in severalty to the proprietors, as above, have
all the incidents of estates in fee, except that they cannot be
transferred to other persons than proprietors, and are not liable
to be taken in execution.

How this change from long continued usage will operate, re-
mains to be seen. The proprietors are encouraged to think it
will have a favorable effect on their condition. This depends,
ihowever, on the use they make of the means thus placed within
:their control. If they continue to be industrious, temperate and
economical, I know of no community that has better sources of
prosperity, comfort and happiness.

Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES MARSTON, Commissioner.

Barnstable , Dec. 31, 1850.


