
SENATE....^No. 60.

RESOLVES

In relation to the Territory of Kansas.

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has called
in vain, through its legislature, upon the State Government of
Missouri, and upon tj?e President of the Uidted States, to
protect the settlers of the Territory of Kansas against the
unparalleled outrages to which they have been repeatedly
subjected, and of which they now again stand in imminent
peril, which outrages have been heaped upon them by the
slave interest in this country for the purpose of forcing
Slavery upon Kansas, against the will of its inhabitants, and
against the wishes of a majority of the people of the Union ;

And whereas, This reprehensible neglect of the government
of the United States and of Missouri has left the inhabitants
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of Kansas no resource but to fall back on the original right of
self-preservation, and to appeal at the same time to the Ameri-
can people for immediate assistance ; therefore,

Resolved, That we have heard the cry of distress which has
come up to the people of the United States from the settlers
of Kansas, with the deepest solicitude and sympathy; that
their sufferings have touched our hearts, and their manly
defence of undoubted rights has won our admiration ; and we
earnestly recommend to the people of this Commonwealth
and of the country to initiate some speedy and general move-
ment for the purpose of supplying the necessities of these
heroic freemen, and aiding them to maintain their liberties
against the ruin which impends over them.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Kansas are right in their
determination not to submit to the code of blood which was
forced upon the Territory by a horde of ruffians from Mis sour,
calling itself a legislature, and that the President of the United
States, in endorsing those enactments as the true laws of Kan-
sas, and in his recent threat that the settlers shall be made to
obey them, even at the point of the bayonet, has exhibited a
servility to a sectional slave interest, and an indifference to the
fundamental principles of Justice and Freedom, which merit
the deep condemnation of the American people.

Resolved, That this is a fit occasion to reassert the principle
so often declared to be the doctrine of Massachusetts, that
Congress has full power to abolish and prohibit Slavery in the
Territories of the United States, and that this power should
be exercised to its entire extent.

Resolved, That as the intrigues to thrust Slavery upon
Kansas have been growing more and more violent and des-
perate ever since the repeal of the Missouri prohibition, until
they have at last made it the paramount question before the
country, and driven the whole nation to lire verge of a civil war)

we hold that the speedy admission of Kansas into the Union
as a Free State, is a measure of first importance to the welfare
of that Territory, and to the tranquillity, freedom and honor of
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the United States; and that our senators and representatives
in Congress be earnestly requested to use every exertion to
bring about this result.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
transmit a copy of these Resolves to the governor of each of
the States and Territories, and to each of our senators and
representatives in Congress, and another to the President of
the United States.




