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The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Pe-
tition of the Female Medical Education Society, have con-
sidered the same, and submit the following

and accompanying Bill.

The petitioners ask to have the name of the Female Medi-
cal Education Society, incorporated in 1850, changed to New
England Female Medical College, and a corresponding change
of organization.

The institution was opened in Boston in 1848; and a few
weeks subsequently the society was formed, for the purpose of
conducting and sustaining the institution, and, in other ways,
promoting the medical education of women. By a gradual
and permanent growth for nearly eight years, the college has
attained a good degree of maturity. Its course of education
is as full and complete as that of other medical institutions in
the country, and an increasing number of pupils are availing
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themselves of its advantages—the class of 1854-5 numbering
twenty-eight, and that of 1855-6 thirty-eight. It has been
chiefly sustained by the voluntary aid of the public; but in
1854 the legislature appropriated $l,OOO annually for five
years, in the form of scholarships; and in 1855 a State grant
of $lO,OOO was made to the institution.

Among the considerations presented by the petitioners for a
change of name and organization are the following:—The
society having accomplished the object of bringing the institu-
tion to its present permanent condition, it is no longer needed
as a separate organization,. The present members of the asso-
ciation, and those who may hereafter be donors, will be termed
life patrons and annual patrons of the college. The present
organization, with its two names and twofold nature, is cum-
bersome and complicated. The officers are all chosen, and
may be changed annually; and the stability and prosperity of
the college would be rendered more certain under the more
concentrated, efficient and permanent government of a board
of trustees. From the fact that the college is conducted by a
society, and has not the usual organization, many suppose that
its system of education is not so complete, and that the degrees
conferred under its authority are not so valuable; and hence
some prefer to attend and graduate at institutions in distant
States, though this is the oldest Female Medical College in the
country.

In reference to the objects which the institution is intended
to accomplish, the Committee hardly deem it necessary to
speak, inasmuch as the legislature has expressed its opinion of
their importance, by incorporating the society in 1850, and by
the appropriation to its funds in 1854, and again in 1855.
That the public good will be promoted by the introduction of
women into the medical profession, they cannot doubt. The
services of females seem to be especially demanded in the
practice of midwifery and the treatment of the diseases of their
own sex and children. Besides the primary object of the col-
lege, the qualification of women as physicians, it educates
nurses of the sick, and provides courses of lectures on ana-
tomical, .physiological and sanitary subjects to female teachers,
and to the women of the community generally.
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In view of the importance of the institution, and believing
that its prosperity and usefulness will be increased by the legis-
lative action asked by the petitioners, your Committee recom-
mend the passage of the following Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN BATCHELDER, Chairman.



[March,FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE.

AN ACT
To change the name of the Female Medical Education

Society to New England Female Medical College, and
to reorganize the same.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The name of the Female Medical Edu-
-2 cation Society shall hereafter be New England Female
3 Medical College.

1 Sect. 2. All the government and business of said
2 college shall be conducted by a board of trustees,
3 consisting of twenty members. The present directors,
4 to wit: John S. Tyler, Benjamin C. Clark, Samuel E.
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5 Sewall, Adam W. Thaxter, Junior, Dexter S. King,
6 John P. Jewett and Samuel Gregory, shall be trus-
-7 tees till others are chosen in their stead.

1 Sect. 3. At the first meeting of the above-named
2 seven trustees of said college, they shall choose thir-
-3 teen persons to complete the board of trustees.
4 When the number of twenty is thus completed, they
5 shall be divided by lot into five classes, of four each,
6 whose terms of office shall successively expire in one,
7 two, three, four, and five years; and at the end of
8 each year four trustees shall be chosen for five years,
9 the choice to be made by the sixteen trustees remain-

-10 ing in office.

1 Sect. 4. The trustees shall have power to fill all
2 vacancies, occurring from any cause, in their board ;

3 to elect a president, secretary, treasurer, and such
4 other officers as they may consider necessary; to
5 make by-laws; to appoint professors, who shall con-
-6 stitute a medical faculty; and to confer the usual de-
-7 gree of doctor of medicine.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect as soon as the
2 same shall have been accepted at a meeting of the
3 Female Medical Education Society, called for the
4 purpose ; of which meeting notice shall be given by
5 said directors, by publishing a call for the meeting in
6 not less than three of the newspapers printed in Bos-
-7 ton, at least six days before the meeting.




