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The Joint Committee on Manufactures, to whom were referred
certain Resolves relating to Woodworth’s Planing Machine,
have duly considered the same, and submit the following

R E P O R T:

» Your Committee learn that Woodworth’s Planing Machine
was first patented in 1828. The patent was originally issued
for fourteen years; it was then extended by the Commissioner
of Patents, for seven years, and again, by an Act. of Congress,
seven years longer, making, in all, twenty-eight years. The
last extension will expire in December, 1856. Efforts are now
making to have it extended fourteen years longer.

I he Constitution of the United States provides, that “ Con-
gress shall have power to promote the progress of science and
Useful arts, by securing, for limited times, to authors and in-
ventors, the exclusive right to their respective writings and
discoveries. this exclusive right can only In; conferred for a
united time, not perpetually. The object of this provision is,
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to allow time to the inventor to mature and test the merits of
his invention, and also to give him the exclusive right of man-
ufacturing, vending and operating the same for a series of
years, that he may obtain a reasonable remuneration for the
time and expense necessary to perfect the invention. This
time is fixed, by law, to fourteen years, and is sometimes
extended to twenty-one years in extraordinary cases. The
invention then becomes public property by the condition of
the grant,—by the terms of the contract between the patentee
and the government. The case should be of an extraordinary
character in which the rights of the public are divested for a
second term, and the duration of a monoply prolonged by an
act of special legislation.

But the case must be still more extraordinary in which Con-
gress is invoked to grant a third extension for a term equal to
that of the original patent, thus reaching forward to a second
generation, and depriving them of the benefit, not only of the
patented machine, but of all subsequent inventions which, by
refinement of judicial construction, quickened by the ramify-
ing interests of a profitable monopoly, may be brought within
any of the changing phases which ambiguous language may
be made to assume, for the purpose of expanding the claim
of the patentee.

This patent has already been extended for a term almost
unparalleled* in the history of the government, and one is
almost amazed at the effrontery and pertinacity with which
interested parties seek to continue this odious monopoly. The
immense profits that have been derived from the use of thi»
patent, enables the parties to exert a tremendous power for
their own advantage. By a perfect combination of the numer-
ous assignees all over the Union,—by making every user of
the machine an interested party,—by promises of a continu-
ance of the monopoly, and by making each contribute to the
general fund,— Dy requiring all who are interested to join in
memorializing Congress, and in writing letters to the senators
and representatives,—by the employment of the best legal
talent in the land, —by subsidizing the press, as far as possible,
they are able to create what may seem to the members of
Congress to be a public opinion in favor of their Petition. It
is on this account, and because the public has no ordinary
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enemy to contend against, that there is an urgent necessity
for legislative action.

Twenty-five per cent, of the cost of dressing lumber by
these machines, is now paid to the holders of the patent right.
Thus this patent affords an annual revenue of several millions
of dollars, much of which has been, and still continues to be,
used, to perpetuate its own existence. So long as it shall
continue, it fixes a direct and heavy tax upon nearly all the
machine-dressed lumber in the country. It imposes heavy
burdens upon all people, the poor as well as the rich, by com-
pelling them to pay much higher prices for lumber with which
to build and repair our shops and dwellings, than would other-
wise be required. All who use the machine are required to
charge the same prices for work, and thus there can be no
competition among them. Should the patent be still further
extended, there is no prospect of a reduction of rates, for
when the last extension was granted, there was an immediate
rise in the price of work, adding from a dollar to a dollar and
fifty cents per thousand feet, to the former prices.

The Committee on Patents of the House of Representa-
tives in Congress, in the year 1852, in their report against the
extension of the Woodworth Patent, use the following lan-
guage:

“ The various grants from the government have invest-
ed the memorialist with the most profitable monopoly which
was ever granted to a citizen. They have imposed upon
the public the most onerous burden of taxation for the bene-
fit of a single man, which was ever inflicted upon the
country. The profits fiave been shared by him and his volun-
tary grantees. The public have borne the burden. 'They
have borne it so long that it may well occasion surprise. But
when they are asked to bear it longer, the inquiry naturally
arises, when is the burden to cease? Are thirty-one States to
be taxed for another term of fourteen years, that one citizen
may become rich enough to satisfy not only himself, but all
the grantees with -whom he chooses to share the national
bounty ? If the millions already paid are not sufficient to
satisfy the claim, how many millions more are demanded?
The country is now paying $15,000,000 annually, for work
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which can be done for $3,000,000. A profit of one hundred
per cent, would seem to be sufficient , upon an article of indis-
pensable necessity. But even beyond this, there is an excess
of $9,000,000 a year, to be paid by the public for fourteen
years. And even this furnishes no guarantee that a new
extension will not be applied for before the term begins to
run. The next Congress may be told, as we are told now,
that the extended term has been sold out by the administra-
tor for $50,000, and that the debt due to William Woodworth
has not yet been paid to his son.

“ But the debt has been paid. The application is without a
shadow of claim, either upon the justice or the bounty of
Congress. This patent should no longer stand as a bar to
inventive genius; the public should no longer be burdened
with its exactions; this department of American industry
should no longer be clogged with the revival of an expiring
monopoly. The country is one of progress and growth. It
is rich in its builders, its mechanics, its artisans; it is rich in
its boundless forests, and neither the axe which fells the tree )

nor the implements which adapt it to the uses of life, should
be made the instruments of needless exaction.”

Your Committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the
accompanying Preamble and Resolutions.

For the Committee,

B. F. WHITE, Chairman.
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of JHassadjusetts.

RESOLVES

Relative to Woodworth’s Planing Machine.

Whereas, We believe the true object of our patent laws to
be, protection to the inventor, and not the establishment of
a monopoly in the hands of speculators in patents, that may
tax the industrial pursuits of the country, without rendering
an equivalent; and whereas, we believe the renewal a second
time of the patent on Woodworth’s Planing Machine, would
be a violation of the spirit and design of our patent laws, and
fix an unjust and oppressive tax on the mechanical pursuits of
the country, therefore

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, That our senators and rep-

resentatives in congress be requested to use all honorable
means in their power, to prevent the renewal of said patent,
upon the application of William W. Woodworth, or any other
person in his behalf.

Resolved, That the governor of the Commonwealth be
requested to forward copies of the foregoing Preamble and
Resolution to our senators and representatives in congress.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six.




