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The Joint Special Committee to whom was committed so
much of the Governor’s Address as relates to Alien Paupers
and Alien Commissioners, have considered the same, and
submit the following

The Committee are fully impressed with the belief, that fre-
quent changes in our laws often occasion greater evils than
the change intended to prevent. Still, there are cases
where the experience of one year is sufficient to satisfy the
most prudent that a change of law would be both wise and
proper. The laws we would modify by the passage of the
accompanying bill, we believe are of this character, and that
immediate action is urgently called for.

In regard to the law of last year, “ Providing for the classi-fication of State Paupers,” requiring all children between theages of five and fifteen years to be sent to Monson, there
seems to be but one opinion among those who are acquainted
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with its operation, and that is, that it should be repealed forth-
with. That there are some advantages in having these chil-
dren under one management and in one school, is not denied.
There are also great disadvantages in having so many children
in one establishment. As nearly all these children are sent
from the eastern part of the State, the expense of transporta-
tion is greatly increased. Should it be thought best to con-
tinue the policy of sending all the children to one almshouse,
true economy would dictate that the almshouse should be lo-
cated in the eastern part of the State; for not only are nearly
all the children found here, but here, too, the children, when of
suitable age, can be more readily bound out as apprentices,
and the State can therefore be relieved of their support much
sooner.

To justify this increase of expense, and this separation of
children from parents, there should be a great and compensat-
ing advantage, which, in this instance, does not appear to be
the case. We therefore recommend that this law be repealed.

As great abuses have arisen, and are still likely to arise,
under the laws relating to the payment to towns for transport-
ing paupers to the State almshouses, and inasmuch as hereto-
fore it has not been the policy of the State to relieve the towns
of all the expense of supporting paupers having no settlement
therein, the Committee arc of the opinion, that all laws re-
quiring the State to pay for the transportation of paupers from
the towns to the State almshouses, should be repealed. Cases
are of frequent occurrence, where by assisting a person or a
family, at an expense much less than the cost of removing
them to the State almshouse, would render further aid un-
necessary. If the law should be repealed, the number of State
paupers would be much reduced ; for in all such cases, xvhere
the aid required would be less than the cost of removal, self-
interest would induce the towns to adopt the cheapest method.

Some towns have charged the State a sum for transporting
paupers, many hundred per cent, greater than was necessary
or reasonable. And it is only by constant watchfulness, and
the closest scrutiny of these transportation bills, that they are
kept within the bounds of reason. It seems to us that it will
be most decidedly for the public good, (if not for the public
morals,) to have this law repealed.
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As some of our almshouses are liable to become crowded
with inmates under the present district system, the Committee
think it is desirable that the Commissioners should have power
to make such changes in these districts, from time to time, as the
varying-circumstances may require, in order to secure, as far
as possible, uniformity of numbers in the different alms-
houses.

We therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying
Bill.

*

B. F. WHITE,
J. E. DAWLEY,

Senate.

O. WHITNEY, Jr.,
DANIEL DYER,
CHAS. TORREY,
F. A. WORCESTER,
JOB M. GODFREY,

House.
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AN ACT
Concerning State Paupers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect, 1. The board of alien commissioners shall
2 prescribe the form of the certificate required in the
3 fifth section of the two hundred and seventy-fifth
4 chapter of the acts of the year one thousand eight
5 hundred and fifty-twT o, which certificate shall contain
6 such inquiries in relation to the age, parentage, birth-
-7 place, former residence, and other facts relating to the
8 pauper as they may judge necessary, to which the
9 mayor of the city, or the overseers of the poor of the

10 town from which the pauper is sent, shall render true

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Six,
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11 answers as far as they are able, before said pauper
12 shall be received into either of the State almshouses.
13 The several cities and towns shall be furnished
14 with blank forms of said certificate by the secretary
15 of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. In case there shall be any person, not
2 having a legal settlement in this Commonwealth, fall-
-3 ing into distress in any city or town, who cannot be
4 removed, by reason of sickness or other disability, in
5 the opinion of the officers in such city or town who
6 may have such duty to perform, they shall notify the
7 alien commissioners, who shall, if they deem it expe-
-8 dient, request the attending physician of the nearest
9 State almshouse to visit said person; and if, in his

10 opinion, the person cannot be safely or properly re-
-11 moved, then the city or town providing for said pau-
-12 per shall be entitled to such a sum, not exceeding
13 three dollars per week, for the board and care of said
14 pauper, as the alien commissioners shall deem to be
15 just and right. No city or town shall receive pay for
16 the support of any pauper as aforesaid, for any ex-

-17 pense incurred prior to the date of said notice.

1 Sect. 3. The several cities and towns in the Com-
-2 monwealth shall have the right, at their own expense,
3 to send to one of the State almshouses, all paupers
4 not having a settlement within the Commonwealth,
5 as directed in the third section of the two hundred
6 and seventy-fifth chapter of the acts of the year eigh-
-7 teen hundred and fifty-two, except as hereinafter pro-
-8 vided. The alien commissioners shall have power to
9 direct the mayor of any city, or the overseers of the
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10 poor of any town, to send such paupers to either of
11 the State almshouses, as, in their judgment, the inter-
-12 ests of the Commonwealth may require: provided,
13 however, that if any city or town is required to send
14 their paupers to a greater distance than is required
15 in the act aforesaid, the necessary additional expense
16 shall be paid by the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. The four hundred and twelfth chapter,
2 and the first and second sections of the four hundred
3 and forty-fifth chapter of the acts of the year one
4 thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and all other
5 acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


