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The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the Re-
solves concerning the Franking Privilege, have considered
the subject, and submit the following

The Committee have been led to consider the whole subject
of postal reform, which is now enlisting the attention of men
of business, statesmen and philanthropists, and they are con-
vinced that not only should the franking privilege be abolished,
or the expense now imposed by it upon the Post Office De-
partment, be paid by an appropriation for that purpose, from
the treasury, but that it is highly proper that the legislature of
Massachusetts should express the opinion of her inhabitants
upon the subject of a uniform and reduced postage upon let-
ters, of a free delivery of letters in our large cities, and a
reduction of postage on letters conveyed between this and
foreign countries. They believe that a reform in these im-
portant particulars may be eflected to the great advantage of
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the people, and without detriment to the revenue of the gov-
ernment. The Resolves referred to the Committee related
only to the abolishing or restricting of the franking privilege,
they thereforerecommend the passage of the accompanying
Resolves, as a substitute for the ones referred to them.

JOHN A. BUTTRICK, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six

RESOLVES
Concerning the Franking Privilege and Cheap Postage.

Whereas, experience has demonstrated, that an uniform and
very moderate rate of postage is productive, in England, of
profit to the government as well as convenience and economy
to the people; and whereas, very large sums are annually
charged to the Post Office Department in this country, by rea-
son of the increased and increasing use of the franking privi-
lege, and by appropriations in aid of mail steamships, under
cover of disbursements for ocean postage; and whereas, con-
gress alone has the power to remedy existing evils in the de-
partment, and to furnish to our citizens the greatest possible
facilities for intercommunication, by establishing uniform and
low rates of postage; and xvhereas, the experience of the past
sixteen years, in England, shows that the community can be
far better accommodated, and the government not only indem-
nified against loss, but remunerated by a reform of the evils
and abuses which now exist, and by the introduction of low
rates and free delivery in large cities, therefore.
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Resolved, That our senators in congress be instructed, and
our representatives requested, to exert their influence to pro-
cure a thorough postal reform, especially by the introduction
of a low and uniform rate of postage for the whole country,
by abolishing the franking privilege, or making its continuance
a direct charge to the government; by charging the expense
of ocean steamers to the Naval rather than the Post Office
Department, and by securing a free delivery of letters in large
cities and populous districts.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
forward a copy of the foregoing Preamble and Resolve to each
of our senators and representatives in congress.


