
SENATE....•No. 224.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was committed the
Resolves in relation to the Territory ofKansas, have considered
the same, and report the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

In Senate, May 1,1856.

CommcnUjcaltl) ot JKa^sasljusetts.

W. S. BRAKENRIDGE, Chairman
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RESOLVES

In relation to the Territory of Kansas.

Whereas, the congress of the United States has enacted a
law, establishing a government in the Territory of Kansas,
which opens the said Territory to the introduction of slavery;

And Whereas, armed mobs have invaded the Territory of
Kansas, interfering with the political rights and franchises of
the settlers;

And Whereas, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has asked
in vain, through its legislature, the State government of Mis-
souri, and the President of the United States, to protect the
settlers of the Territory of Kansas against the unparalleled
outrages to which they have been subjected—which outrages
have been heaped upon them by the slave interest in this coun-
try, for the purpose of forcing slavery upon Kansas, against the
will of its inhabitants, and against the wishes of a majority of
the people of the Union ;

And Whereas, through the neglect of the government of the
United States to protect the settlers, and redress their wrongs,
they have been left, as a last resource, to fall back upon the

CommoimcaUlj of J^assacijufiirtts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fify-Six.
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original right of self-preservation, and have appealed to the
American people for justification and assistance ; therefore,

Resolved, That we have heard the call for sympathy and aid
which has come up to the people of the United States from the
settlers ofKansas, with the deepest solicitude; that their suffer-
ings have touched our hearts, and the manly defence of their
rights has won our admiration; and while we do not claim, that
as a State legislature, we are clothed with power to initiate
measures for their relief, we nevertheless present their case to
the people of this Commonwealth, in hill confidence that they
will use all just and constitutional means to aid these heroic
men in maintaining and defending their liberties.

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Kansas are justifiable in
declining to recognize the code of laws which was forced upon
the Territory by the act of a body of men calling themselves a
legislature, and yet composed, in part, of persons who were not
settlers; and that the President of the United States, in en-
dorsing those enactments as the true laws of Kansas, and, in
his threat that the settlers shall be made to obey them, even at
the point of the bayonet, has exhibited a servility to a sectional
slave interest, and an indifference to the fundamental principles
of justice and freedom, which merit the condemnation of the
American people.

Resolved, That this is a fit occasion to reassert the principle
so often declared to be the doctrine of Massachusetts, that con-
gress has power to prohibit slavery in the Territories of the
United States, and that this power should be exercised to its
full extent.

Resolved, That as the intrigues to thrust slavery upon Kansas
have been growing more desperate ever since the repeal of the
Missouri prohibition, until the question of Free or Slave Terri-
tory is become a prominent and vital issue before the country,
and threatens to drive the nation into a civil war, wo hold that
the speedy admission of Kansas into the Union as a free State,
is a measure of first importance to the welfare of that Territory,
and to the tranquillity and honor of the United States, and that
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our senators and representatives in congress are earnestly re-
quested to use every exertion to bring about this result.

Resolved ,
That his excellency the governor be requested to

transmit a copy of these Resolves to the president of the United
States, to the governors of each of the States and Territories,
and to each of our senators and representatives in congress.
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In Senate, May 1,185G.

As the undersigned cannot agree with the Majority of the Com-
mittee in their views on the Kansas question, we wish to make
the following

The fullest expression of opinion in matters of public inter-
est, is the undoubted right of every individual, and therefore,
we wish to express a few thoughts on this subject.

We are unable to discover the necessity of the legislature of
Massachusetts spending their time in legislating in the affairs

any more than in those of any other Territory or
State of this Union.

The resolutions of the Hon. senator from Hampshire accuse
the people of Missouri of committing outrages, and the general
government of suffering the same to be done for the purpose of
forcing the institution of slavery on the people ofKansas, against
their will.

The undersigned are aware that a partisan press has been
full of these and the like charges for the last year, but we see
no evidence of a reliable character before the Committee, that
this has been the case, but, on the other hand, wo do see evi-
dence that the President of the United States, by power vested
in him by the constitution, has issued his Proclamation, declar-
ing that the laws of the Territory of Kansas shall bo observed,
and that all resistance from without or within the said Territory

Gommontoraltlj of iMasaacljusctts.
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must be restrained, and the people protected in the full enjoy-
ment of all their rights.

The Territory of Kansas was organized by a law of congress,
the highest authority under the constitution of the United
States, directing the governor of the Territory to issue his
Proclamation, calling for an election for a territorial legisla-
ture ; accordingly, an election was called on the thirtieth day
of March, 1855, and, at the said election, twenty-six members
of the House of Representatives, and thirteen members of the
Council, wore elected. The governor prescribed the rules for
the election, and was judge of the returns, giving certificates of
election to seventeen members of the House, rejecting nine, and
to ten members of the Council, rejecting three. The two Houses
having the right to judge of the qualifications of its own mem-
bers, decided in favor of those having the highest vote at the
first election.

After being organized, the governor delivered his message to
them as a legally organized body, making no objection to the
action of the respective bodies, and, by this act, he fully recog-
nized them as a lawful assembly.

Whether the governor was right or wrong in rejecting the
members above-named, or whether the two brandies of the
legislature were right or wrong in admitting them, are questions
which we have nothing to do with in the legislature of Massa-
chusetts.

The people of Kansas are capable of managing their own
affairs, in their own way, and can regulate their own business
to suit themselves.

They will, no doubt, at a suitable time, apply for admission
as a State into this Union, and no doubt it will be a free State,
as free as Massachusetts, or any other free State. They should
be left to exercise their own judgment, independent of, and un-
influenced by, any foreign power, from any quarter whatever.

As legislators of Massachusetts, we have duties enough to
discharge hero at home, without going to Kansas for anew field
of labor, or to create new political capital. It will be time
enough for us to make laws for them when we have made our
own laws to perfection.

This system of meddling witli affairs that do not belong to
us, in volunteering our advice and our services in matters that
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belong to Kansas alone, is entirely uncalled for from us at this
or any other time, and, as a legislative body, it is to he hoped
that we shall not take any active part in deciding matters be-
longing to another State.

Believing, as we do, that no good will come from the passage
of the proposed Resolves, and finding no express covenant under
the constitution for such action, the undersigned respectfully
report the accompanying Resolve.

•

BENNING LEAYITT.
RUSSELL C. BROWN.
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Resolved, That the people of Kansas are free and inde-
pendent, fully capable of making their own laws, and regulating
their domestic affairs under the constitution of the country, as
they, in their judgment, shall deem most conducive to their own
interests, and that it is inexpedient for Massachusetts to inter-
fere or meddle with their affairs, in any manner whatever.

<£ommontot«(U|) of SHassadjustUs*

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six.

RESOLVE.


