
HOUSE No. 4.

House of Representatives, January 13, 1876.

Report Of The Committee on Elections. to whom was referred the
petition of George H. Sampson of Kingston, for a recount
of votes for representative in the town of Kingston, in the
Fifth Plymouth District, having met the petitioner and the
sitting member and heard their statements and evidence,
submit the following

The petitioner claimed to be elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives from said district, alleging an error in the count
of votes for representative in the town of Kingston and in
the official record and return thereof. The records of the
town, and the check-list used and ballots cast therein at said
election, were produced before the Committee by the town
clerk, and from the record it appeared that—

Eleazer E. Waterman had .... 157 votes.
George H. Sampson had . .

. 123 “

Upon recounting the ballots, the Committee found the
actual state of the vote to be as follows :

(iommomotoltl) of iilflssntljustlts.
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Eleazer E. Waterman had . .
. .158 votes.

E. E. Waterman had . . . . . 4 “

Evret Waterman had ..... 1 vote.
George H. Sampson had .... 123 votes.

It appears, therefore, that in the official record and return
there was an undoubted error of one vote, which, however,
was in favor of the petitioner. And if the four votes cast
for E. E. Waterman were counted for the sitting member,
as the Committee are unanimously of opinion that they
should be, were it necessary to the disposition to the case,
his plurality would be increased by five over that officially
returned and recorded.

The district in question is composed of the towns of King-
ston and Duxbury, but the petitioner expressly admitted that
the official record and return of the town of Duxbury were
correct, and waived any claim to a recount of the vote of
that town.

The Committee, therefore, find and report that the peti-
tioner, George H. Sampson, was not elected representative
as urged in his petition ; that the sitting member, Eleazer
E. Waterman, is entitled to the seat now occupied by him in
this House, and that the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

A. E. PILLSBUKY.


