
HOUSE No. 156.

House of Representatives, March 9, 1876.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the
petition of Edward H. Knight and others, for an Act author-
izing the appointment of a harbor-master for the port of
Salem, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOSEPH MITCHELL, 2d.

Commonwealth of illassadjusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Six.

AN ACT
To authorize the Appointment and to define the

Duties of a Harbor-Master for the Port of Salem.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The board of mayor and aldermen
2 of the city of Salem, may appoint a harbor-master
3 for the port of Salem, who shall continue in office
4 until a successor is qualified, and who, before eu-
-5 tering upon the duties of his office, shall give to
6 the treasurer of said city a bond, which shall be
7 satisfactory to the board of mayor and aldermen,
8 in the sum of two thousand dollars, conditioned
9 upon the faithful performance of his duties; and

10 said hnrbor-master shall have the power to appoint
11 a deputy when, in the opinion of the board of
12 mayor and aldermen, it is necessary; and such
13 appointment shall be subject to their approval, and
14 said board shall fix the salaries of both of said
15 officers. Said harbor-master shall enforce the
1G provisions of said act.
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1 Sect. 2. All vessels entering the said harbor
2 shall be anchored according to the direction of the
3 harbor-master.

1 Sect. 3. Every vessel, before unloading lumber
2 in the stream, shall get a permit from the harbor-
-3 master, designating where such lumber may be
4 rafted to avoid obstructing the channel or hinder-
-5 ing the movements of other vessels.

1 Sect. 4. Every vessel lying in the harbor, or

2 at any wharf or pier in said port, shall, when
3 directed by the harbor-master, cockbill the lower
4 yards, brace the topsail yards, fore and aft, and
5 rig in the jib-boom.

1 Sect. 5. Said harbor-master may cause to be
2 moved, any vessel lying in the harbor and not
3 anchored according to his directions, and not mov-
-4 ing when directed by him so to do, anddhe expense
5 thereof shall be paid by the master or owners of
6 such vessel; and in case of neglect or refusal to
7 pay after the same shall have been demanded,
8 said expense may be recovered of said master or

9 owners by the harbor-master to the use of the said
10 city, in an action of contract.

1 Sect. 6. ISTo person shall throw or deposit in
2 said harbor, or any part thereof, any stones, gravel,
3 ballast, cinders, ashes, dirt, mud or other siib-
-4 stance which may, in any way, tend to injure the
5 navigation thereof.
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1 Sect. 7. STo warp or line shall be passed across
2 the channel, or any dock, so as to obstruct vessels
3 passing along the same.

1 Sect. 8. If any vessel occupying a berth at
2 auy of the wharves or piers of said city, either
8 with or without the consent of the wharfinger
4 thereof, shall fail to vacate such berth upon notice
5 from the wharfinger or his agent to the master,
6 or those having such vessel in charge for the time
7 being, in a reasonable time, to be adjudged by the
8 harbor-master, the harbor-master shall then cause
9 such vessel to be moved to some other berth or

10 anchored in the stream, and the expense thereof
11 may be collected of the master or owners thereof,
12 by the harbor-master, to the use of said city, in an
13 action of contract.

1 Sect. 9. The harbor-master shall have author-
-2 ity to regulate and station all vessels in the stream
3 of said harbor, and to remove such as are not em-
-4 ployed in receiving or discharging their cargoes,
5 to make room for such others as require to be
6 more immediately accommodated for the purpose
7 of receiving or discharging their cargoes, and as
8 to the fact of their being fairly and actually em-
-9 ployed in receiving or discharging their cargoes,

10 the said harbor-master is hereby constituted the
11 sole judge.

1 Sect. 10. Whoever shall refuse or neglect to
2 obey the instructions of said harbor-master, or
3 shall resist him in the execution of his duties, shall
4 forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.
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1 Sect. 11. Any person violating the provisions
2 of this act, in addition to any fines imposed in ac-

-3 cordance herewith, shall be liable in an action of
4 tort to any person suffering damage by such viola-
-5 tion.

1 Sect. 12. It shall be the duty of the harbor-
-2 master to place in the hands of the master of every
3 vessel arriving at the port of Salem a copy of this
4 act.

1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




