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Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 20, 1880.

To the House of Representatives:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the information
of the General Court, and for such action as may be found
necessary, a communication from the Superintendent and
Trustees of the State Almshouse at Tewksbury, reporting
the destruction by fire of one of the principal outbuildings of
the institution on the 19th inst.

JOHN D. LONG.
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State Almshouse, Tewksbury, Jan. 19, 1880.

His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

Gentlemen, A fire broke out about 6 A.M., January 19,
in the drying-room connected with the laundry of the State
Almshouse. It spread with great rapidity in the dry wood-
work and material stored there, and in a few moments the
flames appeared through the ventilators in the roof. Hose
was quickly connected with the steam-pump, and water
thrown upon the fire. For a few moments the main building
was in imminent danger. It is constructed of wood, and
only ten feet distant from the building burned. A favorable
wind however, and a liberal use of water saved it completely.

The burned building is built of brick with a slate roof,
and a large portion of it is floored with brick. It contains
the laundry, bake-house, cook-house, and engine-room. All
the most valuable machinery of the institution is located here,
and was in imminent danger of destruction. It is believed,
however, that none of it received material damage, the fire
being confined mostly to the upper part of the building.

It is very difficult to estimate now the cost of repairing
the damage ; but it is believed that $3,000 will place the
building in its former condition. The roof and floor of the
attic must be renewed; two large water-tanks in the attic
were ruined, and much injury was done to the whole build-
ing.

Prompt assistance was rendered by the citizens of Tewks-
bury, who took an active part in subduing the flames.

Mayor Greenhalge of Lowell, in response to the request of
the superintendent, despatched by rail a steam fire-engine
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with two hose-carriages, and a large corps of firemen, and
also all his day-police force. Fortunately, however, their
assistance was not needed.

It is believed that only a slight interruption to the work
of the house will he occasioned, and active measures to
repair the damage have been already commenced. No mate-
rial discomfort to the inmates will result from the fire.

Respectfully,
(Signed) THOMAS J. MARSH, Supt.

F. H. NOURSE, ) _

WM. R. SPALDING, } Trustees ‘




