
HOUSE No. 78.

House op Eepeesentatiyes, Feb. 9, 1880.
The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred

the Order relative to amending election returns, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

S. W. BOWEEMAN.
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AMENDING ELECTION RETURNS. [Feb,2

AN ACT
Relative to Amending Election Returns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever tire governor and council,
2 the county commissioners, or the board of examiners
3 of any county, or, in the county of Suffolk, the
4 board of aldermen of the city of Boston shall, upon
5 an examination of the returns of votes at any elec-
-6 tion, discover any error, omission, or informality
7 therein, or shall have reasonable cause to believe
8 that any returns, though correct in form, is not an
9 accurate statement of the count of the votes given

10 in the town or city from which it is received, they
11 shall forthwith notify the town or city officers mak-
-12 ing such defective return thereof, and such town ox-
-13 city officers shall, within three days from the receipt
14 of such notice, make a new return under oath in
15 conformity to truth, which new return shall be ac-
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16 cepted and examined as the true return from such
17 town or city; but nothing herein shall authorize any
18 recount of ballots not now authorized by law.

1 Sect. 2. If any town or city officer wilfully
2 neglects, for three days after receiving notice of a
3 defective return, to make a new return as herein
4 provided, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one
5 hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 3. In case of the discovery of any defective
2 return by the board of examiners of any county,
3 they shall not file in the office of the clerk of courts
4 for the county the returned copies of votes as re-
-5 quired by section twenty-six of chapter seven of the
6 General Statutes until ten days after the examina-
-7 tion.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




