
HOUSE No. 13

Bill accompanying the petition of Thomas A. Niland that fire insur-
ance companies be required to pay a part of the cost of equipping
and maintaining municipal fire departments. Insurance. January 2.

AN ACT
To require Fire Insurance Companies to pay Part of the Cost

of Equipment and Maintenance of Municipal Fire De-
partments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Five per cent of the cost of all future
2 equipment and maintenance of fire departments in the

cities and towns of the commonwealth shall hereafter be
4 paid by the fire insurance companies doing business in
5 this commonwealth in proportion to the amount of busi-
6 ness so done by each company

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of all
2 cities and towns annually in the month of January to send
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to the insurance commissioner a statement sworn to by
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4 him of the expenses of the fire department of his city or
5 town for the previous calendar year, for maintenance and
6 equipment, and upon the receipt of the said reports it
7 shall be the duty of the insurance commissioner to appor-
-8 tion five per cent of the amount so expended among the
9 fire insurance companies doing business in the common-

-10 wealth during the said year in proportion to the amount
11 of business done by each company in the commonwealth,
12 and he shall send a notice of the amount so determined
13 to the respective companies and to the treasurers of the
14 several cities ahd towns.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of all fire insurance

2 companies assessed in accordance with the foregoing pro-
-3 visions, to pay the assessment, within thirty days, to the
4 treasurer of the commonwealth who shall forthwith pay

5 over to the treasurer of each city and town concerned the

6 amount expended by his city or town for the fire depart-

-7 ment during the previous year.

1 Section 4. Any fire insurance company which neglects

2 to pay the amount required under the provisions of this
3 act shall forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars for each
4 day during which the neglect continues, and it shall be
5 unlawful for any such company to continue doing business
6 in this commonwealth until the said amount is paid.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect ninety days after
2 its passage.


