
HOUSE 498
Bill accompanying the petition of Jeremiah P. Keating that cities

and towns be authorized to erect memorials to soldiers and sailors
in the service of the United States in the European war. Municipal
Finance. January 10.

AN ACT
To enable Cities and Towns to erect Memorials to Soldiers

and Sailors in the Service of the United States in the
European War.

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

twenty-five is hereby amended1 Section fifteen of chapter
2 by inserting after the word “war”, in the forty-first
3 line, the following, —or in the war with Germany, —■

4 so as to read as follows: Section 15. It may at legal

5 meetings appropriate money for the following purposes: ■ •

6 To pay a proper charge of an insurance company for

7 acting as surety on the official bond of any town officer.

8 For the support of public schools authorized or re-

9 quired by law.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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10 For the relief, support, maintenance and employment
11 of the poor.
12 For laying out, discontinuing, making, altering and
13 repairing highways and town ways, and for materials
14 used and employed thereon.
15 For the purchase and improvement of parks laid out
16 under the provisions of chapter twenty-eight.
17 For the printing and publishing of town records.
IS For procuring the writing and publishing of town
19 histories.
20 For burial grounds.
21 For encouraging the destruction of noxious animals.
22 For planting shade trees in the public ways or, at the
23 discretion of the tree warden and with the written
24 consent of the owner thereof, upon land adjoining such
25 ways at not more than twenty feet from the wfay for
26 the purpose of shading or ornamenting the way, an
27 amount not exceeding fifty cents for each of its ratable
28 polls in the preceding year.
29 For necessary aid to soldiers and sailors and their
30 families, and to the families of the slain, and, by special
31 vote, may entrust such amount or any part thereof to
32 any post of the grand army of the republic in such town
33 to be disbursed under its direction to any such persons
34 residing therein, but the treasurer or other financial
35 officer of such post shall, before receiving such money,
36 give bond to the town for the faithful disbursement
37 thereof in a sum and with sureties to the satisfaction
38 of the selectmen, and annually return to the town an
39 itemized and specific statement under oath of the dis-
-40 bursement of such amounts during the preceding year
41 and exhibit his vouchers therefor to a committee of the
42 town for examination.
43 For erecting headstones or other monuments at the
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44 graves of persons, credited to its quota, who served in
45 the war of the revolution, the war of eighteen hundred
46 and twelve, the Seminole war, the Mexican war or the
47 war of the rebellion, or who served in the military or
48 naval service of the United States in Spanis-
h-49 American war; for erecting or dedicating monuments in
50 memory of 'its soldiers who died in the service of the
51 country in the war of the rebellion, or of its-soldiers or
52 sailors who died in the service of the United States in
53 the Spanish-American war, or in the war with Germany;
54 and for keeping in repair or decorating graves, monu-
-55 ments or other memorials erected to the memory of
56 soldiers or sailors who died in the service of the United
57 States, or to the memory of its firemen who died from
58 injuries received in the performance of their duties in
59 the fire service, or for other memorial observances in
60 their honor. Money appropriated in honor of such
61 firemen may be paid over to, and expended for such
62 purpose by, any veteran fireman’s association or similar
63 organization.
64 For marking historic spots within its limits
65 For conveying pupils to and from the public schools,
66 or, if it maintains no high school or public school of
67 corresponding grade but affords high school instruction
68 by sending pupils to other towns, for the necessary
69 transportation expenses of such pupils, the same to be
70 expended by the school committee in its discretion.
71 For necessary and convenient drinking troughs, well's
72 and fountains in the highways, public squares and
73 commons.

74 For the employment of counsel, if authorized by a

75 two thirds vote, to represent the town at any hearing
76 in which it is interested before a committee of the
77 general court; but no expense is hereby authorized
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78 except such as would be incurred in presenting a case
79 before the judicial courts, and a detailed account of all
80 expenses incurred shall be Bled with the town clerk and
81 be open to the inspection of all the tax payers of the
82 town.

83 For procuring the detection and apprehension of
84 persons committing a felony therein.
85 For the establishment, maintenance or increase of a

86 public library therein, and for the erection or provision

87 of suitable buildings or rooms therefor.
88 For maintaining a library therein to which the inhabit-
-89 ants have free access and of which they have the use,
90 and for establishing and maintaining a public reading
91 room in connection with and under the control of the
92 managers of such library
93 For all other necessary charges arising in such town


