
HOUSE 700
Bill accompanying the petition of Andrew J. Peters, mayor of the

city of Boston, for an increase in the allowance for the support of the
wife or children of a man confined in a penal institution, to be paid in
return for each day’s hard labor performed by such prisoner. Social
Welfare. January 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Non-support of Wife or of Children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter four hundred and
2 fifty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven is
3 hereby amended by striking out the words “fifty cents”,
4 in the ninth line, and inserting in place thereof the
5 words, one dollar,— so as to read as follows:-—■ Sec-
6 tion 8. It shall be the duty of the superintendent, master
7 or keeper, as the case may be, of any reformatory or
8 penal institution in which any person is confined by
9 virtue of a sentence imposed under the provisions of

10 this act, providing that the court imposing such sentence
11 finds the wife, child or children, as the case may be,
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12 of such person to be in destitute or needy circumstances,
13 and so orders, to pay over to the probation officer, at
14 the end of each week, a sum equal to one dollar for each
15 day’s hard labor performed by the person so confined.
16 In making the payment the superintendent, master or
17 keeper, as the case may be, in charge of the reformatory
18 or penal institution, shall state the name of the person
19 for whose labor the payment is made, and the probation
20 officer shall pay over such sum promptly to the wife,
21 or to the guardian or custodian of the minor child or
22 children of the person so confined, or to the city, town,
23 corporation or society supporting the wife or minor child
24 or children at the time when the sentence was imposed,
25 or to the treasurer of the commonwealth for the use of
26 the state board of charity when the complaint was for
27 neglect to provide for the support of the minor child or
28 of minor children who have been committed to the cus-

29 tody of said board

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


