
HOUSE No. 849

State Boabd of Charity,
Room 38, State Hodse, Boston, Dec. 31, 1918.

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston.

Dear Sir: In compliance with the provisions of chapter
269 of the General Acts of 1915, I have the honor to present
extracts from the fortieth annual report of the State Board
of Charity, covering the year ending Nov. 30, 1918, which
contain recommendations for legislative action.

This statement is accompanied by drafts of two bills
embodying the legislation recommended.

Very respectfully

ROBERT W. KELSO,

C&e Commontoealti) of egassacfnisetta.

Executive Director.



STATE BOARD OF CHARITY. [Jan.9

1. Establishment of a Hospital for the Cake and
Treatment of Sick State Minor Wards.

The need of provision for hospital care for sick State minor
wards long ago reached an acute stage. It is manifest in the
annual requests of the trustees, of the State Infirmary for
buildings in which to house State wards, and in the recom-
mendations of the State Board of Charity for a hospital for
sick State children.

The recommendation for such a hospital, to be located at
some place other than Tewksbury, has been made by the
Board each year since 1913. The Board has constantly in
its care hundreds of children, each of whom is for days,
weeks or perhaps months in need of hospital treatment.
Such children are for the time being incapable of placement
in homes. They require treatment in some institution until
their health is such that they may be sent out into the com-
munity. With a total of 6,446 children in the Board’s care,
this margin of cases, requiring hospital treatment is constant,
and may be expected to increase each year in exact propor-
tion to the normal increase in the total number of wards.

The Board has no hospital in which to treat these children.
Some, falling sick in their foster homes, are cared for by
private hospitals at State expense. Most are sent to the
State Infirmary, the only public institution to which the
Board can send them. Here they are out of place and great-
ly hamper the infirmary in its more legitimate activities.
Thus located, they are an ever-increasing danger to them-
selves. At the same time they lose the benefit of special
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care and treatment so frequently demanded by the miserable
condition in which they are found by the authorities, and in
which they remain at the time of commitment to the Board’s
custody. A bill accompanies this recommendation.

2. Amendment of Chapter 181 of the Acts of the Year
1910, RENDERING THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE BOARD
of Charity requisite to the Incorporation of Pri-
vate Charities, and providing that All Changes
of Name or of Purposes shall be investigated in
Like Manner with Petitions for Incorporation.

Linder the existing statute the Board is required to inves-
tigate all petitions for the incorporation of private charities,
to give public hearings and to report its findings to the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth. The operation of this law, in
connection with chapter 402 of the Acts of the year 1903,
requiring annual reporting by all charities, and chapter 379
of the Acts of the year 1909, providing annual inspection of
incorporated charitable agencies, is demonstrating beyond all
question the wisdom of State supervision of incorporated char-
itable agencies. Though this policy is of recent date, the in-
corporated charities of the entire Commonwealth have come
to look upon State supervision as a help in the development of
right standards of relief. Bearing in mind the public trustee-
ship involved in every private charity, the Board believes
that the time has come when its special knowledge in the
field of private charities should be brought to bear upon all
new petitions for the incorporation of charities by rendering
its approval requisite to the issuance of a charter. The
recommendation is repeated from former years. A bill is
submitted.




