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AN ACT
Relative to the Powers of Cities and Towns in Respect

to Public Recreation, Playgrounds and Physical Education.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cf)t Commontoealtf) of £©assaci)usietto.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section nineteen of chapter twenty-eight of the Revised
2 Laws, as finally amended by chapter one hundred and
3 twenty-four of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
4 eighteen, is hereby further amended by striking out in
5 the fifteenth and sixteenth lines, the words “public
6 playgrounds”, and inserting instead the words:-—public
7 recreation center, by inserting after the word “there-
-8 of”, in line seventeen, the word: recreation, —by
9 striking out the word “social”, in the twenty-fourth

10 line, and substituting therefor the word: recreational,
11 . by striking out in the twenty-fifth, twenty-sixth and
12 twenty-seventh lines, the colon and the words:-— pro-
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13 vided, however, that such other public, social or educational
14 uses shall not interfere with its regular use as a gym-
-15 nasium, —by striking out in the thirty-first line, the
16 word “playground”, and substituting therefor the
17 word; recreation,'—by striking out in the thirty-
-18 fourth line, the word “playground”, and substituting
19 therefor the word: recreation,- —■ and by adding at
20 the end thereof the words; Any municipal board
21 given charge of the recreation system is authorized to
22 conduct its activities on (1) property under its custody
23 and management, (2) other public property, under the
24 custody of other public boards, with the consent of such
25 boards, (3) private property, with the consent of the
26 owners,-—so as to read as follows: Section 19. Any
27 city or town may acquire land within the municipal
28 limits, in fee or otherwise, by gift, purchase, or by the
29 right of eminent domain, or may lease the same, and
30 prepare, equip, and maintain it, or any other land
31 belonging to or leased by the city or town and suitable
32 for the purpose, as a recreation center; and may conduct
33 and promote thereon, and in any building standing
34 thereon, recreation, play, sport and physical education,
35 and may construct and maintain buildings therefor
36 on any public playground owned by the city or town
37 in fee or on any other land suitable for the purpose
38 owned by the city or town in fee, and such a building
39 may also be used for town meetings, and, subject to
40 the conditions and terms prescribed by the board con-
-41 trolling the building, such building or any building
42 standing on land leased by the city or town may be
43 used by said board or any person or organization duly

44 authorized by the board for such other public or recrea-
-45 tional or educational purposes as the board may deem
46 wise; and for these purposes may appropriate money
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4/ and may employ such teachers, supervisors and other
48 officials as it deems best, and may determine their
49 compensation. Except in the city of Boston and except
50 as to making appropriations, the above powers shall be
51 exercised by the board of park commissioners, or by the
52 school committee, or by a recreation commission ap-
-53 pointed by the mayor or the selectmen, or may be
54 distributed between the board of park commissioners,
55 the school committee and such recreation commission
56 or any of them or any one or more members of all or
57 any two of these boards accordingly as the city council
58 or the town may decide. Until the city council or the
59 town determines which of the above bodies shall ex-
-60 ercise said powers they shall remain in the body now
61 exercising them. Within sixty days after the taking
62 of land, under the provisions of this section, the body
63 taking the land shall file and cause to be recorded in the
64 registry of deeds for the county or district in which the
65 land lies a description thereof sufficiently accurate for
66 identification and a statement of the purpose for which
67 it was taken. Any municipal board given charge of the
68 recreation system is authorized to conduct its activities
69 on (1) property under its custody and management, (2)
70 other public property, under the custody of other public
71 boards, with the consent of such boards, (3) private
72 property, with the consent of the owners.




