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AN ACT
Relative to Liens of Workmen and Sub-Contractors for Labor

and Materials on Buildings and Land.

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred
2 and sixty-five of' the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 eighteen be amended by adding after the words “sub-
-4 contractor to the owner” in the thirty-first line, the
5 words: unless payments have been advanced by the
6 owner to the contractor beyond the amounts due at the
7 various stages provided for in the original contract or
8 amendments thereof or unless a substantial sum is not
9 withheld by the owner from the contractor for thirty

10 days at least beyond the entire completion of the work
11 contemplated in the contract and extras thereto.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. The said section is further amended by
2 adding after the end of the twentieth line thereof the
3 words: But it shall be the duty of the owner to record
4 his contract as hereinbefore provided and his failure to
5 do so will not prevent the contemplated lien from being
6 established, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and ninety-two of
8 the General Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen is
9 hereby amended by adding after section three the follow-

10 ing new section: Section 3a. Any person who shall
11 subsequent to the date of the original contract, furnish
12 labor or materials, or both labor and materials, or per-
-13 form labor under a written contract with a contractor,
14 or with a sub-contractor of such contractor, may file in
15 the registry of deeds for the county or district wherein
16 such land lies, a notice of his contract substantially in
17 the following form
18 Notice is hereby given that by virtue of a written con-
-19 tract dated between con-
20 tractor (or sub-contractor) and said
21 is to furnish labor or materials, or both labor
22 and materials, or perform labor in the erection, altera-
-23 tion, repair or removal of a building or structure by
24 contractor, for owner, on a
25 lot of land described as follow
26 Said contract is to be completed on or before
27 191
28 A notice of any extension of such contract, stating the
29 date to which it is extended, shall also be filed or recorded
30 in the registry prior to the date stated in the notice of a
31 contract for the completion thereof. But it shall be the
32 duty of the owner to record his contract as hereinbefore
33 provided and his failure to do so will not prevent the
34 contemplated lien from being established.
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35 Upon filing of a notice, as hereinbefore provided, and
36 giving actual notice to the owner of the filing of such
37 notice, the sub-contractor shall have a lien to secure the
38 payment of all labor and material, which he shall there-
-39 after furnish, upon the building or structure, and upon the
40 interests of the owner, as appears of record at the time of
41 filing said notice, in the lot of land on which said building
42 or. structure is situated. But such lien shall in no event
43 exceed the amount due or to become due under the
44 original contract when notice of the filing of the sub-
-45 contract is given by the sub-contractor to the owner;
46 unless payments have been advanced by the owner to
47 the contractor beyond the amounts due at the various
48 stages provided for in the original contract or amend-
-49 ments thereof or unless a substantial sum is not withheld
50 by the owner from the contractor for thirty days at least
51 beyond the entire completion of the work contemplated
52 in the contract and extras thereto and the time for the
53 performance of the contract of the sub-contractor shall
54 not be extended beyond the time for the performance of
55 the original contract and any extension thereof, if the
56 objection thereto of the owner is filed in the registry of
57 deeds and actual notice of such objection is given by the
58 owner to the sub-contractor within five days after the
59 owner received notice of the filing of the contract as pro-
-60 vided in this section.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




