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Bill accompanying the petition of Philip Emerson that provision be

made for the ringing of bells on municipal and state election days.
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AN ACT
To authorize the Ringing of Bells on State and Municipal

Election Days.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The mayors, councils, boards of aldermen,
2 commissioners, or other heads of town or city govern-
-3 ments in all the cities and towns in Massachusetts are
4 hereby authorized, ordered and empowered to have power
5 whistles blown and church, school and factory bells rung
6 in their respective towns and cities fifteen minutes imme-

-7 diately after the opening of the polls and fifteen minutes
8 immediately after noon on all days on which a State or
9 municipal election shall be held, and to incur reasonable

10 expense to accomplish the same, which shall be paid out
11 of the city and town treasuries.
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1 Section 2. Each of above officials shall be fined
2 twenty dollars for each failure on his part to carry this
3 act into effect.

1 Section 3. In the event that one whistle shall be
2 blown or one bell should be rung during the times pro-
-3 vided in section one in each ward and town no official
4 shall in so far be liable.

1 Section 4. In the event that any owner of any bell
2 or whistle shall refuse for reasonable compensation to
3 comply with the request of the authorities of towns
4 or cities in their attempt to carry out the terms of this
5 act, he shall be fined twenty dollars, and the city and
6 town officials shall be exempt from the penalty of this
7 act in the ivard or town in which it occurs, provided it is
8 established to the satisfaction of the court that the owner
9 is liable and judgment has been entered against him. If

10 there is no such bell or whistle in a ward or town there
11 shall be no fine imposed.
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