
HOUSE 966
Bill accompanying the petition of Perry D. Thompson, mayor, and

others, relative to the erection in the city of Lowell of a public audi-
torium in memory of the soldiers and sailors of the European war.
Municipal Finance. January 15.

AN ACT
To provide for a Commission for the Erection and Main-

tenance of a Public Auditorium in the City of Lowell in
Memory of the Soldiers and Sailors of the Great War.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Ct)e Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

1 Section 1. There is hereby established a public audi-
-2 torium building commission for the city of Lowell, which
3 shall be composed of the mayor for the time being of said
4 city, who shall be a member of said commission ex officio,
5 and four other members, who shall be residents of said
6 city and wdio shall be appointed by the mayor wdthin
7 thirty days after the passage of this act. The members
8 of said commission shall serve without compensation, and
9 shall have no financial interest, directly or indirectly, in

10 the work of constructing said auditorium, or in any con-
-11 tract relating thereto.
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1 Section 2. Said commission is hereby authorized, in
2 the name and behalf of said city of Lowell, to acquire,
3 by , purchase or otherwise, land within the limits of said
4 city not already appropriated to public uses, and to erect
5 thereon and to furnish and equip a public hall or audi-
-6 torium for the use of the people of said city. Said build-
-7 ing shall be known as “the Lowell auditorium”, and
8 shall be dedicated to the soldiers and sailors and to the
9 men and women of Lowell who have served in the great

10 war. It shall contain, in addition to a public hall or
11 auditorium, other rooms and accommodations necessary
12 or convenient for use in connection therewith, and shall
13 be so designed as to afford suitable opportunity for the
14 inscription of the names of residents of Lowell who have
15 served in said war and for the preservation and exhibition
16 of records and articles of historical interest in connection
17 therewith. Said commission shall have complete and
18 exclusive control over the acquisition of land for and the
19 erection, furnishing and equipment of said building and
20 the laying out of the grounds surrounding the same; it may
21 make contracts in the name of the city, may employ
22 counsel to advise it relative to all matters within its
23 jurisdiction, and to prosecute and defend all suits arising
24 from acts of said commission, and shall have and exercise
25 in general, in accordance with the provisions of this act,
26 all of the corporate powers of said city under the law in
27 connection with the purchase or taking of land for, and
28 the erection of, said building. All contracts made by
29 said commission shall be signed by a majority of its
30 members.

1 Section 3. Said commission shall have authority,

2 from time to time, for the purpose of carrying out the
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3 provisions of this act, to borrow money in the name and
4 behalf of said city and to issue bonds, notes or certificates
5 of indebtedness of said city therefor to a total amount not
6 exceeding one million dollars, and shall have the power
7 to fix the denominations for which such bonds, notes or
8 certificates of indebtedness shall be issued and the rate
9 of interest thereon: 'provided, however, that all of such

10 bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness shall become
11 due and payable not later than thirty years from the date
12 of issue. The provisions of section fourteen of chapter
13 seven hundred and nineteen of the acts of the year nine-
-14 teen hundred and thirteen and acts in amendment thereof
15 and in addition thereto shall apply to all debts incurred

nch bonds, notes or certificates
properly denominated on the

16 by said commission. All
17 of indebtedness shall be
18 face thereof, and it shall
19 said city to execute said

be the duty of the treasurer of
bonds in the name of the city

20 and of the mayor to countersign the same. The city
21 auditor and the cit\ytreasurer shall act for said commis-
-22 sion as for other city departments, and the city treasurer
23 shall receive and pay the funds under its control at its
24 direction. Debts incurred by the authority of said com-
-25 mission shall be regarded as incurred outside the limit of
26 indebtedness prescribed by section twelve of chapter
27 seven hundred and nineteen of the acts of the year nine-
-28 teen hundred and thirteen.

1 Section 4. All proceedings relative to the taking of
2 land by said commission and the assessment and recovery
3 of damages therefor shall be in accordance with the pro-
-4 visions of chapter forty-eight A of the Revised Laws as
5 set forth in section one hundred and eighty-seven of
6 chapter two hundred and fifty-seven of the General Acts
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7 of the year nineteen hundred and eighteen. Whenever
8 the price proposed to be paid for land to be acquired for
9 the purposes of this act is more than twenty-five per cent

10 higher than its average assessed valuation during the
11 previous three years, the land shall not be taken by pur-
-12 chase, but shall be taken by right of eminent domain.

1 Section 5. The members of said commission first
2 appointed, with the exception of the mayor, shall con-
-3 tinue in office for the term of five years after their ap-
-4 pointment. Lmless, at least sixty days prior to the ex-

-5 piration of said term, the mayor shall have reappointed
6 the members of said commission for a further term, said
7 commission shall by ballot nominate, to serve as mem-

-8 bers of said commission in place of those whose terms of
9 office shall be about to expire, as many persons, not then

10 members of said commission, as shall be necessary to fill
11 the remaining vacancies; and the mayor shall, within
12 thirty days after the submission to him of the list of
13 names of persons so nominated by said commission, notify

14 said commission which of said persons so nominated he
15 has appointed to said office and which of said persons, if
16 any, he has declined to appoint. If any of said persons

17 so nominated shall not be appointed by the mayor, said
18 commission shall submit nominations of persons whose
19 names shall be either accepted or rejected by the mayor
20 as aforesaid until the membership of said commission
21 shall be filled. The mayor shall designate the respective

22 terms of office of all members appointed whose terms

23 begin at the expiration of the first five years. One of

24 said members shall be appointed for the term of one year,
25 one for the term of two years, one for the term of tluee

26 years, and one for the term of four years. Thereafter,
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27 at least sixty days prior to the expiration of the term of
28 office of any member, the mayor shall either reappoint
29 said member, or shall appoint a new member upon nomi-
-30 nation of said commission in the manner hereinbefore
31 provided, and all appointments shall be for the term of
32 four years. All vacancies in said commission occurring
33 through resignation or death shall be filled for the unex-
-34 pired term of the member so resigned or deceased by
35 appointment of the mayor on nomination of the commis-
-36 sion in the manner hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 6. After the completion and equipment of
2 said building, said commission shall continue to have sole
3 charge and control thereof in behalf of said city, and
4 shall, subject to appropriations to be made from time to
5 time by the city government from current revenues, keep
6 said building and appurtenances in repair and maintain
7 and operate the same, shall, subject to the civil service
8 laws of the commonwealth, employ all necessary janitors
9 and assistants, and shall make all contracts relative to

10 said buildings except those for the purchase of material
11 or supplies, which shall be made by the purchasing agent
12 of said city, on requisition of said commission, in the
13 manner provided by law. All revenues received from the
14 building or property under the control of said commission
15 shall be paid in to the treasurer of said city and kept by
16 him in a separate fund, to be known as “the Lowell
17 auditorium fund”, to be applied exclusively towards the
18 maintenance and operation of said building, and all pay-
-19 ments out of said fund and out of appropriations made
20 by the city government for the maintenance of said build-
-21 ing and grounds shall be made by the city treasurer upon
22 the order of said commission.
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1 Section 7. Said commission may, under rules and
2 regulations to be prescribed by it, permit said building
3 and grounds or various parts thereof to be used free of
4 charge for political meetings, for graduation exercises or
5 other meetings of any educational institution under the
6 control of the city, state or federal government, or for
7 any lecture, entertainment or other meeting to which the
8 public is admitted without charge. Free use of said
9 building or grounds shall not be permitted for any pur-

-10 pose where an admission fee is charged directly or in-
-11 directly or a collection taken, or where any articles are
12 sold from which any form of income or profit is derived.
13 Said commission may, under rules and regulations to be
14 prescribed by it, rent said building or grounds or portions
15 thereof for any lawful purpose at uniform rates of rental,
16 to be established by it from time to time.

1 Section 8. Said commission shall, at least once in
2 each year, make to the municipal council a report in
3 writing of its operations, and shall furnish a detailed
4 statement of receipts and expenditures in relation thereto.

1 Section 9. The commission shall choose one of its
2 members to act as chairman and shall appoint a clerk,
3 shall keep a record of its proceedings, and may act in
4 any matter in which it has jurisdiction by a majority vote
5 at any meeting at which at least three members are pres-
-6 ent and of which all members have had reasonable notice
7 or at which, at the time of acting, all the members are
8 present. Meetings may be called by the chairman or by
9 a majority of the members.

1 Section 10. An ordinance of the city of Lowell ap-
-2 proved on the fifteenth day of May in the year nineteen



1919.] HOUSE— No. 9G6. 7

3 hundred and six, entitled, “An Ordinance to create a
4 Commission to acquire a Site and to re-build Huntington
5 Hall , is hereby annulled; chapter one hundred and
6 thirty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
7 eight is hereby repealed; and all acts and parts of acts,
8 in so far as they conflict with the provisions of this act,
9 are hereby declared to be of no effect.

1 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




