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AN ACT
Relative to Motor Vehicles and to the Operation thereof.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eighteen of chapter five hundred
2 and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine
3 as amended by section one, chapter one hundred and six-
-4 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen, is
5 further amended by adding at the end thereof after the
6 word “commission”, the following words:I—provided, 1— provided,
7 that if a person is finally acquitted the commission shall
8 forthwith issue a new license to such person, ■— so that
9 said section shall read as follows: Section 18. Any

10 person convicted of a violation of any provision of this
11 act, or who is convicted of the violation of any rule or
12 regulation of the Massachusetts highway commission
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13 made under authority of section twenty-seven, or who is
14 convicted of a violation of a special speed regulation law-
-15 fully made under authority of section seventeen, may be
16 punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars
17 for the first offence and not less than fifty dollars for a
18 second offence, and not less than fifty dollars or more
19 than one hundred dollars for subsequent offences com-
-20 mitted during any period of twelve months. A complaint
21 against a person for the violation of sections eleven, six-
-22 teen or seventeen of this act may be placed on file at the
23 discretion of the court or trial justice if the violation ap-
-24 pears to have been unintentional or if no person or prop-
-25 erty could have been endangered thereby. Upon a third
26 or subsequent conviction in the same calendar year of a
27 violat'on of section sixteen or of section seventeen of this
28 act the commission shall forthwith revoke the license of
29 the person so convicted, and no new license shall be
30 issued to such person for at least thirty days after the
31 date of such conviction, nor thereafter except in the dis-
-32 cretion of said commission; provided, that if such person
33 is finally acquitted the commission shall forthwith issue
34 a new license to such person.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of chapter five hun-
-2 dred and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 nine as amended by chapter two hundred and ninety
4 of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen, is
5 further amended by striking out after the word “com-

-6 mission”, in the fifth line of said section the words ‘ in
7 its discretion may issue a new license to any person

8 acquitted in the appellate court”, and substitute therefor
9 the following words: shall issue forthwith a new license

10 to any person acquitted in the appellate court, so that
11 said section shall read as follows: Section 22. Whoever
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12 upon any way operates an automobi'e or motor cycle,
13 recklessly, or while under the influence of intoxicating
14 liquor, or so that the live,
15 be endangered, or upon a
16 operates a motor vehicle
17 record and thereby violate
18 teen and seventeen of this
19 ping and making known

3 or safety of the public might
bet, wager or race, or whoever
for the purpose of making a

i any provision of sections six-
act, or whoever without stop-
his name, residence, and the

20 number of his motor vehicle goes away after knowingly
21 colliding with or otherwise causing injury to any other
22 vehicle or property, or whoever uses a motor vehicle with-
-23 out authority, shall be punished by a fine of not less than
24 twenty nor more than two hundred dollars, or by im-
-25 prisonment for a term of not less than two weeks nor
26 more than two years, or by both such fine and imprison-
-27 ment; except that for a second offence of operating an
28 automobile or motor cycle while under the influence of
29 intoxicating liquor, a person shall be punished by im-
-30 prisonment for a term of not less than thirty days nor
31 more than two years. Any person who operates an auto-
-32 mobile or motor cycle upon any way in this common-
-33 wealth and who, without stopping and making known
34 his name, residence, and the number of his motor vehicle,
35 goes away after knowingly colliding with or otherwise
36 causing injury to any person, shall be punished by im-
37 prisonment for a term of not less than thirty days or
38 more than two years. A conviction of a violation of this
39 section shall be reported forthwith by the court or magis-
-40 trate to the commission which may in any event and
41 shall, unless the court or magistrate recommends other-
-42 wise, revoke immediately the license of the person so
43 convicted, and no appeal from the judgment shall oper-
-44 ate to stay the revocat on of the license. If it appears by
45 the records of the commission that the person so con-
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4(1 -v icted is the owner of a motor veh cle or vehicles or has
4/ exclusive control of any motor vehicle or vehicles, as a
48 manufacturer or dealer, the commission may revoke the
49 certificate of registration of any or all motor vehicles so
oO owned or exclusively controlled. The commission sha 1
51 issue forthwith a new license to any person acquitted in
52 the appellate court.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-six of chapter five hundred
2 and thirty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 nine as amended by section one of chapter one hundred
4 and twenty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 twelve and chapter four hundred and twenty of the acts
6 of nineteen hundred and fourteen, is further amended by
7 adding after the word “chauffeur”, in the sixth sentence
8 thereof, the following words:-— •provided, that where any
9 criminal complaint or indictment growing out of and

10 based on such fatal accident, has been made or found
11 against said operator and after final trial thereon said
12 operator is acquitted, the commission shall forthwith
13 reissue a new license or certificate to said operator or
14 owner,-—so that said section shall read as follows:
15 Section 26. The commission shall appoint from time to
16 time competent persons to act as investigators and exam-

-17 iners; it may remove them for cause and appoint others
18 in their places, and it may determine their compensation
19 and terms of service and define their duties. Said in-

-20 specters and examiners, with respect to the enforcement
21 of all provisions of law relative to motor vehicles and to

22 the ownership and operation thereof, shall have and exer-
-23 cise throughout the commonwealth all the powers of con-
-24 stables, except the service of civil process, and of police
25 officers and watchmen, including the power to arrest any
26 person who violates any provision of this act, and they
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27 may serve all processes lawfully issued by the courts or
28 by the commission. The commission may investigate the
29 cause of any accident in which any motor vehicle is in-
-30 volved which in its judgment requires investigation, and
31 for this purpose may send its investigators into other
32 states. The selectmen of any town and the mayor and
33 aldermen of any city of less than one hundred thousand
34 inhabitants where there is no police commission or police
35 commissioner, and the police commission or police com-
-36 missioner, when such exist, of any such city, may from
37 time to time appoint suitable persons as special constables
38 who shall serve without cost to such city or town and
39 who shall have all the powers of police officers and con-
-40 stables in relation to the enforcement of all laws and
41 regulations concerning motor vehicles and the operation
42 thereof. The chief officer of the police department of
43 every city and_ town and the chairman of the selectmen
44 of such towns as have no regular police department shall
45 notify the commission forthwith of the particulars of
46 every serious accident which happens within the limits
47 of their respective city or town in which a motor vehicle
48 is involved, and as a result of which a death occurs or
49 appears likely to occur, and shall also, if possible, ascer-
-50 tain the name of the operator of such vehicle and notify
51 the commission of the same. Every such officer, upon
52 the request of the commission, shall demand forthwith
53 the license of any operator and the certificate of registra-
-54 tion and number plates of any motor vehicle situated
55 within the limits of the city or town where such officer
56 resides when said license or certificate has been suspended
57 or revoked by the commissioner, and shall forward the
58 same to the commission. Whenever the death of any
59 person results from any such accident, the commission
60 shall suspend forthwith the license of the operator of the
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61 automobile or the certificate of registration of the motor
62 cycle involved in said accident and shall order the said
63 license or certificate to be delivered to it; and the com-
-64 mission shall revoke the same unless, upon investigation
65 or after a hearing, it determines that the accident oc-
-66 curred without serious fault upon the part of said oper-
-67 ator or chauffeur: provided, that where any criminal com-
-68 plaint or indictment growing out of and based on such
69 fatal accident, has been made or found against said oper-
-70 ator and after trial thereon said operator is acquitted, by
71 the court, the commission shall forthwith reissue a new
72 license or certificate to said operator or owner.


