
Homestead Commission
Jan. 1, 1919

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House
E

Dear Sir; In compliance with the provisions of chapter
269 of the General Acts of 1915 the following parts of the
sixth annual report of this Commission, covering the year
ending Dec. 31, 1918, which contain recommendations for
legislative action, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying
the legislation recommended, are herewith submitted.

Very respectfully

CHARLES F. GETTEMV

HOUSE No. 1152

8-l)f Commontocalti) of ajassiicliusctts.

Chairman
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1. The Homestead Commission recommends an appro-
priation sufficient to allow the completion of the experiment
commenced in the providing of “small houses and plots of
ground for mechanics, factory employees and others in the
suburbs of cities and towns,” as authorized under chapter
310 of the Acts of 1917, and accompanies the bill with
detailed plans.

The considerations urged in the recommendation of the
Commission to the Legislature in 1917 still apply. They
were stated as follow

There are not enough wholesc
There is no prospect that pres

ne low-cost dwellii
ent methods will ever supply enoughprc

unless the State encourages the:
Therefore the State should exj

instructior

riment to learn whether it is possible
to build wholesome homes within the means of low-paid worker

The force of these arguments has been greatly strengthened
by the need and success of the war-garden movement in the
past two years. The further reasons for asking an appro-
priation this year are as follows:

The Commission in its purchase of a building site was
governed by the evident fact that no fair demonstration
could be made by purchasing a lot here and another there
and building separate buildings. It was necessary to find
a location which should be capable of developing as a unit,
and which should have the protection of State restrictions
within reasonable limits. The smallest available parcel
in a good location contained about 7 acres and on being
laid out contained forty-seven lots. The first appropriation
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($50,000) purchased the land and has built twelve houses.
Two more are to be immediately completed. This will
exhaust the appropriation, and in order to complete the
experiment it is needful that a sufficient amount be appro-
priated to build thirty-three houses.

The fact that, with two exceptions, the houses built were
all sold before the contractor had turned them over to the
Commission, and the two remaining were sold very shortly
after, is perhaps fair evidence of the conservative need of
such building.

The Commission therefore asks $lOO,OOO to complete
the experiment.

2. The Commission after careful consideration and full
discussion, is of the unanimous opinion that the time has
come when it should be empowered to employ a permanent
secretary on salary. In the past, the executive work of the
Commission has been performed by the secretary, chosen
from its own membership, who gave such portion of his time
as he could at a compensation based on the amount of time
lost from his regular occupation at the rate received per
hour in that employment,
begun is to be completed thi
tary able, if necessary, to de
furthermore, if the work of
itself in the future, there :

If the homestead project as
year, there should be a secre-
-ote his full time to the work;
the Commission is to justify
bould be an executive whose

main thought should be directed to the same, and who
would devote the whole or a larger portion of his time to
these official duties. The Commission accordingly submit
a bill herewith authorizing the employment of such person




