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Massachusetts Highway Commission
State House, Boston, Jan. 2, 1919.

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusett

Dear Sir : In compliance with the provisions of chapter
269 of the General Acts of the year 1915, the Massachusetts
Highway Commission has the honor to transmit herewith
that part of its annual report which contains recommendations
for legislative action, together with drafts of bills embodying
the legislation recommended.

pectfully,Yours re

Wm. d. sohier,
F. D. KEMP,
JAMES W. SYNAN,

HOUSE No. 1162
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MASSACHUSETTS HIGHWAY COMMISSION. [Jan.
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1. Appropriation for continuing State Highway Con-
STRUCTION.

The Commission recommends that an appropriation be made
in 1919 for the continuation of State highway construction.
Chapter 704 of the Acts of 1912 authorized the Commission
to expend during the years 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916 and 1917 a
sum not exceeding $5,000,000 for the construction of State
highways, not more than $1,000,000 to be expended in any one
year. This appropriation would have lapsed in 1918 had not
the Legislature, by chapter 18 of the Special Acts and chapter
18 of the General Acts of 1918, authorized the Commission
to expend the unexpended balance during the years 1918, 1919
and 1920.

On account of the entrance of this country into the war the
Commission did not request and the Legislature did not make
any appropriation in 1918 for State highway construction,

Commission was engaged in the
available from this and other

and during the year 1918 the
expenditure of the balances
sources. While there is a
available, and, a considerable
Federal aid fund, this money
of the fiscal year 1919.

substantial balance at present
sum will be received from the

will be exhausted before the end

an appropriation should be madeIt is therefore essential that
in 1919 for State highway construction for a period of years,
so that the Commission can plan its work ahead and arrange
for the necessary organization, etc.

The Commission therefore recommends that the Legislature
appropriate a sum not exceeding $5,000,000 for the years
1920, 1921, 1922, 1923 and 1924, not more than $1,000,000 to
be expended in each year, and any unexpended balance in
succeeding years.
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2. Traveling Expenses of Commission.
Ever since the Commission was established, twenty-six

years ago, the statute has provided that the commissioners
should receive their traveling expenses. During all these
years the commissioners have been reimbursed for their ex-
penses, railroad fares, subsistence and hotel bills, whenever
the business of the Commonwealth required them to travel
and to be away from home.

As the highways that are to be constructed are located all
over the Commonwealth, the persons appointed on the Com-
mission have always been selected from different parts of the
State. This was undoubtedly of great advantage, because
the individual members were more familiar with the needs of
particular localities.

The Commission has had an
meetings there at least once a
in Middleborough, Worcester
Pittsfield.

office in Boston, and has held
week. It also now has offices

Springfield, Greenfield and

the last twenty-six years beenThe commissioners have for
reimbursed for such expenses when traveling to and from and
while in the city of Boston when they have resided elsewhere.
This summer for the first time a bill for such expenses was
held up by the Governor’s Council, and the Attorney-General
advised that under the peculiar wording of some of the statutes
it was doubtful if it could be paid.

The Commission feels that it was undoubtedly the intention
of the Legislature that the commissioners should reside in
different parts of the Commonwealth, and that such expenses
should be paid, and. an appropriation of $3,500 has been made
annually for the expenses of the Commission.




